STATISTICS INTERPRETATION
Stat 101: Extra Credit #2 [1]

DUE: ___________
Name: __________________________

Submit only this sheet. 
1) Editorials and Errors [.4]: The excerpt below is from an editorial titled, “One error we didn't make: Ignoring errors,” which appeared in Oneonta’s The Daily Star newspaper.  It is about errors and, you guessed it, there is a significant statistical error In the presentation.  Review the editorial, determine the error made, and present your findings in the space below.  How should the error you identified have been presented?

Saturday, January 10, 2004 (The Daily Star)
One error we didn't make: Ignoring errors

We make errors.

Oy, do we make errors — 150 in all during 2003. And those were only the ones we knew about so we could run corrections in the newspaper.

The number 150 is not an approximation. That is the exact number of corrections we had during the past year. It would be a nice, round figure, except there is nothing nice about making a factual mistake in the newspaper — unless, of course, it's that we own up to our errors.

In 2002, we ran 82 corrections. That means in 2003, we had 45 percent more than in the previous year.
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To help with college costs, Schumer
\proposes increasing tax deduction

By Amy L. Ashbridge
Staff Writer

Between room and board,
books, transportation costs, hav-
ing fun with friends and tuition,
college can be expensive.

Helping that final factor be a
little less daunting is the goal
behind a new proposal from Sen.
Charles D. Schumer, D-N.Y.

With that proposal, Schumer
is also trying to call attention to
the sharp increases in college
tuition, which he said have made
a higher tax deduction for col-
lege tuition necessary.

“The $4,000 deduction is good
if you go to a community col-
lege,” he said during a Wednes-
day conference call. “If you go to
a SUNY or a private, the costs
are much higher.”

Tuition increases were high-
est in the capital region — where
Schumer’s study included Skid-
more College, Union College and
the State University at Albany —
and in the Southern Tier, which
included the State University
College at Oneonta, Hartwick
College and Binghamton Univer-
sity.

In the Southern Tier,
Schumer said, tuition increased
237 percent over the past 20

. years.

Tuition and fees at Hartwick
College, Schumer said, were
$7,525 for the 1983-84 academic

year, and those costs have
increased to $27,400 for last
year.

That's a 264 percent increase.

SUCO had a similar trend,
Schumer said, with tuition and
fees jumping from $1460 to
$5,268. That increase is 261 per-
cent.

Both
inereases
were  higher
than the
upstate aver-
age and the
regional aver-
age.

While gen-
eral inflation
has increased

84 percent
Schumer over the past
20 years, Schumer said, college
tuition has increased by 224 per-
cent in upstate New York.

“It’s going up at a greater rate
than everything else,” Schumer
said. ;

This rate increase is likely
caused by supply and demand,
Schumer said.

Representatives from both
colleges were not immediately
available Wednesday for com-
ment on Schumer’s numbers and
study.

Schumer said the estimates
came from data from the Nation-
al Center for Education Statis-
tics.

See SCHUMER on Page 2
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“At Hartwick College, we
work hard to make a liberal arts
education affordable for the
family of every student we
admit,” Hartwick’s website said.
“Our financial aid and afford-
ability counselors work with
each family and
each student
individually to
help them make
a Hartwick edu-
cation a reali-

About 95
percent of the
class of 2007
received some
sort of financial aid, the website
said. i 7

That includes merit-based
scholarships, need-based schol-
arships, grants and loans from
state, federal and other sources.

While 55 percent — or 3,053
undergraduate students — at
SUCO were found to have some
sort of need, according to
SUCO’s financial-aid website,

‘College has
become a necessity.” T mate pay-

about 82 percent of students
actually received financial aid.
“College has become a neces-
sity,” Schumer said. “People are
willing to pay whatever it takes.”
Not having a college educa-
tion can be detrimental to some-
one’s future, Schumer said.
“They lose,
their families
lose and Ameri-
ca loses,” he

ing for college

— Sen. Charles Schumer, easier, Schumer

said, ihe is

proposing that
DNY. the tax deduc-
tion be raised to
$12,000 for eligible families.

“Maximizing the colleges
these kids can go to is impor-
tant,” Schumer said.

Overall, the tax cuts would
cost $38 billion over 10 years, he
said.

“We believe this deduction is
very much needed,” Schumer
said. “We all know how impor-
tant a college education is.”



2) Sexual Partners[.2]: Review the information presented and the conclusion drawn from those data.  Identify two problems with this presentation.  Explain why the identified errors may have occurred?
3) The Weather [.2]: On Feb. 25, 2005 the projected low and high temperatures were 10o and 20o F., respectively (source: The Weather Channel - and those folks are never wrong.).  It is therefore correct to state that when the temperature reaches 20o it will be twice as warm as when the low of 10o occurred.  Right?  Defend your position.
4) Percentage Increase [.2]: The article, “Sen.: Tuition up 224% in upstate N.Y.,” was obtained from The Daily Star on September 23, 2004.  Percentage increases are part of the headlines and further discussed within the article.  The data, in terms of percentage change for Hartwick College and SUNY Oneonta, are being reported correctly?”  Using the Hartwick College data, prove mathematically and through appropriate discussion (explanation) that the percentage increase of 264% is correct.
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