50 GREATEST ATHLETES

Stat 101: Extra Credit [1.00]





Name: __________________________

Data source ESPN SportsCentury;

http://espn.go.com/sportscentury/index.html




Due: ___________




Submit ONLY this sheet with your answer to items A) through E).  Remember to explain your answers where you are requested to do so.

A distinguished panel of 48 journalists, historians, observers and administrators has determined the 50 greatest North American athletes of the past 100 years for ESPN's SportsCentury presented by GM, the most extensive documentary series in ESPN history.

The 18-month SportsCentury initiative, which began in September 1998 with daily Classic Moments, included six SportsCenter of the Decade shows and four individual shows on the greatest coaches, games, dynasties and influential people of the century, also voted on by the SportsCentury panel.

The panel, which draws from a wide variety of backgrounds and experiences, includes such accomplished professionals as Donna Lopiano (Women's Sports Foundation), David Halberstam (journalist), Anita DeFrantz (IOC Vice President), Robert Lipsyte (New York Times), Curt Gowdy (legendary broadcaster) Bryant Gumbel (CBS/HBO commentator), George Will (political commentator), the late Jim Murray (Los Angeles Times), Bob Costas (NBC commentator) and Steve Bornstein (ESPN Chairman & CEO, and ABC Sports President).

Below are listed the top 50 North American athletes of the 20th century, as selected and profiled by ESPN as part of the SportsCentury retrospective:

ESPN SPORTSCENTURY: GREATEST ATHLETES

1. Michael Jordan

11. Joe Louis

21. Gordie Howe

31. Bobby Orr

41. Wilma Rudolph

2. Babe Ruth

12. Carl Lewis

22. Joe DiMaggio

32. Johnny Unitas
42. Sandy Koufax

3. Muhammad Ali
13. Wilt Chamberlain
23. Jackie Joyner-Kersee
33. Mark Spitz

43. Julius Erving

4. Jim Brown

14. Hank Aaron

24. Sugar Ray Robinson
34. Lou Gehrig

44. Bobby Jones

5. Wayne Gretzky
15. Jackie Robinson
25. Joe Montana

35. Secretariat

45. Bill Tilden

6. Jesse Owens

16. Ted Williams

26. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
36. Oscar Robertson
46. Eric Heiden

7. Jim Thorpe

17. Magic Johnson
27. Jerry Rice

37. Mickey Mantle
47. Edwin Moses

8. Willie Mays

18. Bill Russell

28. Red Grange

38. Ben Hogan

48. Pete Sampras

9. Jack Nicklaus

19. Martina Navratilova
29. Arnold Palmer
39. Walter Payton
49. O.J. Simpson

10. Babe Didrikson
20. Ty Cobb

30. Larry Bird

40. Lawrence Taylor
50. Chris Evert

"That was God disguised as Michael Jordan."  Larry Bird, after Michael Jordan set the NBA playoff record 

for most points in a game with 63 in a double-overtime loss to the Boston Celtics, 135-131.

A) [.20] Identify the population for this study: _____________________________________________________________

B) [.20] Identify the sample for this study: ________________________________________________________________

C) [.20] Is the sample representative relative to the population of all American sports observers?  Explain your answer.

D) [.20] Consider the following two statements: “Based on the ESPN panel poll, Michael Jordan was the top ranking athlete among all journalists, historians, observers and administrators.”  “Among the 48 journalists, historians, observers and administrators comprising the ESPN selection panel, the top ranking athlete of the 20th century was Michael Jordan.”  Is one of these statements inferential?  Why?

E)  [.20] For this study identify:  1) the principle variable of interest, 2) whether the variable was Qualitative or Quantitative, 3) if quantitative, was it Discrete or Continuous, and 4) the level of measurement of the variable.

f:CS 50 Greatest Athletes sample.doc
