EDUC 695: Seminar in Graduate Study- Master’s Project and Practicum

Spring 2006, Wednesday 5:00-7:50pm
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Office hours: by appt.




Office hours: by appt.
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Tentative schedule of meetings/topics/dates:

January 25
Session I


Introduction, Overview, Requirements



Permission to conduct Human Subject Research



Format for fieldnotes



A final look at the planned instruments



Planning for the final conference



Selecting a third committee member



Suggestions for getting started



Questions and concerns

February 1
Small group meetings (required)



Due: Permission to conduct Human Research packet

February 8
Session II
Advice from former students and teachers (e.g., data collection, research techniques, common hurdles)



Qualitative data collection and analysis



Using the sign test or the t-test

February 15
Individual/small group meetings (optional)

February 22
Session III


Preliminary findings



Insights and alterations



An exercise in triangulation

Analysis of Data



Qualitative analysis, e.g., fieldnotes, surveys

Quantitative analysis, e.g., tests, questionnaires, scales 



Writing Chapter 4: target student descriptions, findings



Questions and concerns

March 1
No class- winter break

March 8
Individual/small group meetings (required)
March 15
Session IV



Writing Chapter 5: Interpretation and Discussion of Findings

Implications for the classroom

March 22
Violence Prevention Seminar- required if not yet completed

March 29
Session V



Preparation of final report



Practice for small group presentations
April 5

Individual/small group meetings (optional)
April 12
No class- spring break
{April 10-21}
Final projects are delivered to committee members




at least two weeks prior to final conference

April 19
Session VI


Presentations to EDUC 655 students and faculty

May 1
 
Session VII
(Mon.)

Attend EDUC 655 poster session- required (5-8pm)

April 24- 
Final conferences are scheduled- plan early!

May 5

May 1-12
Final project submitted, complete with all recommended changes by committee
EDUC 695 Course Requirements:

1. Attend all seminar sessions and selected individual/small group meetings.

2. Maintain daily fieldnotes throughout the duration of the research project.

3. Complete the six week research study and six week full-time (or 12-week half-time practicum. In most cases, the study and the practicum occur in the same setting and timeframe.

4. Review the project and practicum at the end of each week of the study and write a reflective weekly summary (6 total). Document teaching performance during the study using techniques such as peer observation, audiotapes, and/or videotapes. Comment on the progress and findings of the research project and analyze and critique teaching performance, with respect to intended objectives, the students’ developmental levels, planned strategies, feedback received, and any plans for modification.

5. Revise and adapt the research approach, based upon preliminary classroom findings, as well as feedback from instructor(s), advisor, and colleagues.

6. Submit a written research report, which includes the initial proposal, any alterations, research findings, and conclusions and recommendations.

7. Write a final (2-3 page) self-evaluation paper based on observed data and reflections (see #4 above), sharing insights as to perceived strengths and weaknesses, as well as specific plans for maintaining continued professional growth in teaching.

8. Share the results of the research project in a “public” forum.

