EDUC 260 Pre-survey*
Name: ______________________________________   Date:  _____________

Please indicate the degree to which you agree or disagree with each statement below by circling the appropriate numbers to the right of each statement.

1 = Strongly Agree

2= Agree

3 = Undecided

4 = Disagree

5 = Strongly Disagree

	1.  When a student does better than usual in science, it is often because the teacher 

      exerted a little extra effort.

	1    2    3    4    5

	      2.   The inadequacy of a student's science background can be overcome by good  

            teaching.  
	1    2    3    4    5

	      3.   Given the opportunity, I think that I will be at ease having students take more 

           ownership over what direction we take in our science investigations.
	1    2    3    4    5

	      4.   Taking science courses is a realistic expectation for preservice elementary teachers.
	1    2    3    4    5

	      5.   I feel confident to teach science in my elementary classroom.
	1    2    3    4    5

	      6.  You have to be smart to be good at science.
	1    2    3    4    5

	7. I think that I will find it difficult to explain to students why their science

            investigation did not work.
	1    2    3    4    5

	      8.  The college science courses that I take will help me with what I will need to know to teach science in my elementary school classroom.
	1    2    3    4    5

	      9.  I think that I will feel comfortable allowing students to develop their own science

          investigation research questions. 
	1    2    3    4    5

	     10. Even if I try hard, I don’t think I will be able to support students in developing 

           their own research questions very well.
	1    2    3    4    5

	     11. I think that I will not be very effective at monitoring science investigations.  
	1    2    3    4    5

	 12. I understand the scientific research process well enough to be very effective in 

       supporting student research investigations. 
	1    2    3    4    5

	     13. Even teachers with good science teaching abilities cannot help some kids learn

           science.
	1    2    3    4    5

	     14. I think that I will feel best when students conduct structured laboratories

           experiments. 
	1    2    3    4    5

	     15. If parents comment that their child is showing more interest in science at school,

            it is probably due to the performance of the child's teacher.
	1    2    3    4    5

	     16. I think that I will feel comfortable giving students a problem to focus on and

           allowing them to come up with their own methods of investigation and analysis. 
	1    2    3    4    5

	     17. I think that I will feel best when I have complete control of all of the student 

           activities in the classroom. 
	1    2    3    4    5


	     18. When supporting student research investigations, I think that I will welcome 

            student questions. 
	1    2    3    4    5

	     19. I don’t think that I will know what to do to help students develop their own 

           science research investigations. 
	1    2    3    4    5

	     20. I think that I will feel very comfortable guiding students, listening to their 

          questions, and supporting their investigations. 
	1    2    3    4    5

	     21. I think I will be able to guide students in their science investigations. 
	1    2    3    4    5

	     22. I feel confident in my ability to do science.
	1    2    3    4    5

	     23. I think that I will be at ease allowing my students to develop their own 

           explanations for their findings.
	1    2    3    4    5

	     24. Keeping students on task will be my highest priority in the classroom.
	1    2    3    4    5

	25. I enjoy science.

	1    2    3    4    5

	      26. When the science grades of students improve, it is most often due to their teacher

            having found a more effective teaching approach.

	1    2    3    4    5

	      27. If students are underachieving in science, it is most likely due to ineffective

            science teaching.      
	1    2    3    4    5

	28. I usually do well in science courses.
 
	1    2    3    4    5

	29. The low science achievement of some students cannot generally be blamed on

       their teachers.  

	1    2    3    4    5

	30. I don’t understand science at all.
	1    2    3    4    5

	31. Increased effort in science teaching produces little change in some students'

      science achievement.
	1    2    3    4    5

	32. The teacher is generally responsible for the achievement of students in science.
	1    2    3    4    5

	33. Students' achievement in science is directly related to their teacher's

      effectiveness in science teaching.
	1    2    3    4    5

	      34. I think that I will have the skills to allow students design and conduct their own

       investigations.
	1    2    3    4    5

	35. Effectiveness in science teaching has little influence on the achievement of

      students with low motivation.
	1    2    3    4    5

	      36. When a low achieving child progresses in science, it is usually due to extra
            attention given by the teacher.
	1    2    3    4    5


Short response:

1. Please describe the process of science.

2. What is inquiry-based science?

3. What do you think is the purpose of classroom science?

4. What would you like your science classroom to look like?

Fill-ins:

What science courses did you take in high school?

_____________________________________    _____________________________________

_____________________________________  _____________________________________

_____________________________________  _____________________________________

What science courses did you take in college?

_____________________________________    _____________________________________

_____________________________________  _____________________________________

_____________________________________  _____________________________________

Have you ever conducted scientific research? (For example, have you ever designed your own experiment, conducted an experiment that you didn’t know the answer to in advance, or worked in a science lab?)  If so, please describe (feel free to use the back of this page to answer this question).

*adapted from Riggs & Knochs, 1990 & MacKinster, 2004

