Advanced Composition




Assignment #1 Analysis of an Ad
Rough Draft due Tues. Sept. 7




Final Draft due Tues. Sept. 14
Follow the class paper format. 





750 words 
Select an ad that strongly affects. Make notes about the outstanding elements and your own initial response to the ad. Note any cultural appeals or assumptions in the ad (e.g. boys like trucks, girls like frilly things), any symbolism (e.g. a snake has connotations of temptation and evil), and the significance of any verbal information (e.g. “like a rock” implies solid, durable, dependable). 
The thesis for your analysis will convey the argument within the ad. In other words, what is the claim made by the ad (e.g. if you drive a Corvette sexy women will be attracted to you and you’ll be a better, happier person) and does the ad succeed in its argument. 
· Identify the primary argument that the ad is trying to make in terms of claim, reason, and warrant. 

· Identify the audience for the ad (the subject matter of the magazine will help you ascertain this).


· Use the following criteria to evaluate the argument of the ad:
a. content – what is the ad trying to sell, both literally and emotionally?
i. what argumentative purpose does the ad convey?
ii. what cultural values or ideals does the visual evoke or suggest?
iii. what emotions does the visual evoke?
b. design – note all the significant visual elements
i. what is your eye drawn to first?
ii. what is in the foreground, background, etc.?
iii. is any particular information highlighted?
iv. how are light and color used?
v. what details are included or emphasized, and to what effect or what end?
vi. does the visual evoke positive – or negative – feelings?
vii. is anything in the visual repeated, intensified, or exaggerated?
viii. what is the role of any words that accompany the visual? Is the size(s) significant?
c. types of arguments – which one (or more) does your ad appeal to and how?
i. Ethos: arguments based on character 

1. do the images reinforce authority or credibility?
2. does the design reflect character (casual, formal, upright, judgmental, etc.)?
ii. Logos: arguments based on reason, facts and figures 

1. graphs, charts, tables

2. Logic
iii. Pathos: arguments that appeal to emotion 

1. emotional power of images 

2. emotional power of color

Your essay must include:
1. a thesis statement

2. a body of support with evidence from the ad itself
3. interpretation of evidence

4. a conclusion in which you state summarize and make a clear statement about the argument the ad makes 
Use this guide to structure your essay: ad analysis report.

