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Write a proposal about a real problem. Chose something bigger than a personal problem, such as the fact that your roommate’s boyfriend stays over night all the time, yet smaller than how to create world peace. You can pick something from the list below or something else that you really care about (with my approval). It should be a problem of consequence, meaning it affects a number of people, the solution may not be simple, and there may be multiple solutions and people disagree about which is the best.  

Your proposal will have the following features:

· It deals with both problems and solutions. You need to inform the reader about the problem and all its issues and about what causes the problem, and you need to propose ways to solve the problem. For topics of local interest (parking on campus), it can be useful to use an anecdote to illustrate the problem. However, make any such stories brief and to the point.
· Proposals that emphasize solutions usually work from the premise that there is an agreement on the problem. In this case, you may need to cover the problem only briefly in your essay, and focus most of the essay on possible solutions. An example would be the high cost of textbooks – no one disagrees that they are very expensive, but how to fix that is the real issue.
· Proposals that emphasize the problem usually work from the premise that the problem isn’t well known or well understood. In this case, your essay will need to provide more information on the range of issues and the various components of the problem. The proposal for a solution or solutions may be fairly brief. An example would be the differences in the way men and women communicate – although we all have the sense there are differences, there isn’t a whole lot of agreement (among laymen like ourselves or among scientists) on the actual nature of the problems this causes.
· You will usually need to include other perspectives than your own. This is not an essay about your personal opinion, though you select a topic that you have a strong personal opinion about. You are proposing solutions to some type of problem. To get other perspectives you will need to do some research. Use the library databases, such as Academic Search, and a search engine, such as Google, to find out more about your topic and to investigate solutions. If it’s a campus or community problem, you will need to interview friends or community members, talk to officials or knowledgeable people on campus (University Police, the Admissions Office, OAS, etc.), and search the college web site for information.
· Your proposal must justify its solutions – you need to support any claims you make for a solution with evidence. Your personal opinion does not constitute evidence. Use the research techniques suggested above.  
Suggested proposal topics
You will need to identify and clearly state what the actual problem or problems are, then suggest possibilities for addressing the problems or some aspect of the problems. Only select a topic if you can advocate for reasonable solutions. Hot-headed, one-sided complaining about an issue that you feel strongly about is not appropriate. Stating that a problem is caused by blindness and stupidity on the part of other people is childish and unproductive. Usually there are good reasons why things are done the way they are and why people behave the way they do: it will be up to you to provide insight into those reasons, clarify the nature of the problem, and then suggest a solution or solutions. Give an unemotional description of the problem and its causes and a balanced argument for potential resolutions. You have to provide solid support for any proposals for solutions that you make – your personal opinion does not constitute evidence or support.  
Parking on campus
Quality/price of food on campus

Cost of textbooks 
Town and gown relations

Test anxiety
Procrastination
Differences in communication styles between men and women
Kids exposure to violence on TV or in video games or in music videos (pick one, not all)
STDs among teenagers and college students
Date rape 

Points to remember:
1. Use the MS Word template to format your essay. Double space! Give the essay a title.
2. Use precise language and be specific. 

3. Don’t make lots of broad generalizations such as “Men and women have never been able to communicate. They don’t understand each other.”  Be specific in your description of the problems and the causes. “Men seem to want to discuss personal issues in order to solve them, while women seem to have conversations in order to be heard by another person.”
4. Your essay must have a logical structure – introduction, body, and conclusion.

5. Your essay must have a thesis statement. This is very likely going to be a suggestion for a solution or solutions to the particular problem your essay is addressing. 
