Rhetorical Modes

Narrative
A narration tells a story of an event or an experience, usually in chronological order. The narrative can be funny, sad, frightening, or ordinary, but its main purpose is to hold the reader’s interest and entertain.

Four Steps to Effective Narration:

1. Reveal something of importance.

2. Include all the important events of the story.

3. Bring the story to life with detailed examples of what happened.

4. Present events in clear, chronological order.

Four Pieces of Advice:

1. Maintain a consistent point of view.

2. Use selective focus. Don’t bore the reader with events that stray from the main event.

3. Use vivid details. Use concrete images. Show rather than tell: avoid abstract explanations.

4. Include dialog. The words of people add variety to a narrative. Try to capture the way a person really spoke, i.e. tone, gestures.

Description

Descriptive writing uses words to create a picture of people, places, objects, and emotions. 

Use the following to help write effective description:

· Have a definite purpose for your description. Are you trying to explain, persuade, create a mood?
· Describe clearly, using specific details.

· Select only appropriate details to create a dominant impression.

· Make your descriptions vivid by using precise, colorful words. Use a thesaurus! 

· Define or explain any terms that might be confusing to your reader.

Avoid the following problems in descriptive writing:

· Avoid vague, bland, or skimpy details.

· Avoid repeating the same adjectives and adverbs to describe things.

· Avoid a sudden change in perspective or point of view (i.e. shifting from “I” to “you”).

Compare and Contrast

A comparison is a systematic strategy of analyzing and evaluating the similarities and differences between two or more things. Comparison emphasizes the similarities, while contrast emphasizes the differences. Your essay may focus on one or the other, or it may cover both the similarities and differences. Things being compared must be similar enough to make comparison valid. For example, there is no basis for comparing rap music to the digestive system of a bumble bee, whereas comparing rap music to rock music would be appropriate and useful.  
An effective comparison attempts to demonstrate one of three purposes, or conclusions:

1. Two things thought to be different are actually similar.
2. Two things thought to be similar are actually different.

3. Two things, although comparable, are not equal – that is, one is better than the other.

Words to indicate comparison: likewise, similarly, in the same way, too, also, moreover, just as surely, in 
comparison to, equally important.
Words to indicate contrast: although, however, on the contrary, unlike, but at the same time, nonetheless, 
nevertheless, still, however, yet, in contrast, even so, for all that, regardless, in spite of, whereas.
Cause and Effect

Cause and effect essays are concerned with why things happen (causes) and what happens as a result (effects).  This is a common method of organizing and examining ideas. To distinguish between cause and effect ask if you are examining the reasons for the occurrence of an event, situation, or idea (cause) or if you are examining the results of something (effects). 

· Decide if your purpose is to inform or persuade.

· Provide supporting evidence: define terms, offer facts and statistics, examples, anecdotes, or personal observations.
· Unless there is clear and indisputable evidence that events are related, qualify your statements with phrases such as “it appears that the cause was” or “it seems likely” or “evidence suggests.”
Words to indicate cause: because, due to, one cause is…, another is…, since, for, first, second, etc.
Words to indicate effect: consequently, as a result, thus, one result is…, another is…, therefore, etc.

Process Analysis

The process essay is writing that explains how to do something or how something works by giving a step-by-step explanation. The explanation may be about a concrete process (how to skin a muskrat or how clouds are formed) or about an abstract process (how to build self esteem).

Four Steps to Effective Process:

1. Present the essential steps in the process. 

2. Explain the steps in detail.

3. Present the steps in logical order (often chronological). 
4. Test the final essay on a friend who will better be able to see if your steps are complete and clear.

Words to show time: after, as, at last, before, during, eventually, finally, first, last, later, meanwhile, next, 
now, second, soon, then, when while.

Persuasive/Argumentative
Argumentation writing utilizes logic and reason to show that one idea is more legitimate than another idea. Argumentation attempts to convince the reader to adopt a certain point of view, while persuasion attempts to encourage the reader to take action. The argument must always use sound reasoning and solid.
Argumentation may use any of the rhetorical modes above (narrative, description, compare & contrast, cause & effect, process analyis) in combination to create a successful argument.

Six Steps for an Effective Argument

1. Make sure your topic is debatable. It must have two sides, otherwise there is no argument. Which side of the issue or problem are you going to support, and will you offer a solution? 
2. Know your purpose. Are you trying to inform and sway the reader’s perspective, or are you trying to persuade the reader to take action?

3. Be well informed about your topic: read legitimate sources such as periodical articles, research reports, testimony from experts, government reports, etc..
4. Analyze your audience. Is your audience likely to agree with you, be neutral, or disagree? Your choice of structure, tone, and evidence must be designed to address your particular audience. 
5. Disprove the opposing argument. Understand the opposite viewpoint and counter it by providing evidence that more strongly supports your position, then look for mistakes and inconsistencies in the logic of your opponent.
6. Support your position with evidence. Use facts, statistics, quotations from experts, examples, anecdotes.
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