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“The standard of justice depends on the equality of power to compel . . . ” (Thucydides)


“For what can be done against force without force?”


(Cicero)










“One chooses democracy not because it abounds in virtues, but only to avoid tyranny.” 










(Karl Popper)


“The task of human rights advocacy is to speak truth to power . . . 
(Jack Donnelly)


CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION 
POLS 382   International Organization and Law                         3 s.h.
Analysis of theory, development, and contemporary problems of international organizations and law.  Focuses on the United Nations’ system of specialized agencies (emphasizing the International Atomic Energy Agency and the “World Bank” among others).  Selected regional organizations and resource cartels are also considered.                                             (LA, S)
Prerequisite: JrS or permission of instructor.    
 INTRODUCTION

The objectives of this course begin with several assumptions: We are all part of a world of interdependent states. The most important problems and conflicts in this world tend to be interrelated. It is important that responsible people who want to understand this world and their own condition in it, develop an inquisitive, informed, and critical approach to the subject of international politics.

 
Just consider the shocking and historically significant changes that have occurred during the previous decade: The Soviet Union disintegrated into many separate states; communism was discredited and rejected throughout most of the world; the "Cold War" between two superpowers is over. Perhaps even more shocking was the 9/11/01 attack on the Uited States which led to military interventions to change regimes in Afghanistan and Iraq. No less significant for many people elsewhere, nregulated global markets have generated enormous opportunities and wealth but accelerated even wider gaps between rich and poor in every region.  Genocide, the most horrendous of human crimes has occurred in Bosnia and Rwanda. Conflicts in the Congo and western Africa have led to literally millions of deaths.  Rather than a more stable, peaceful and hopeful world we face a reality that seems even more confusing and threatening. The truly grave dangers posed by  terrorism, economic failures, environmental pollution, and warfare must be confronted, even in states that are relatively successful. 


These and other problems demand more international organization and cooperation than ever before. The option to ignore international politics and pursue an isolationist policy no longer exists, here or elsewhere.  There are no obvious solutions but wherever humans congregate there is hope as well as despair. We must begin here with hope. We should also begin with an open minded attitude and a series of questions. We can learn some things from history and scholarly research. Because this subject of international politics is so complex and there is such indeterminacy to events, no one -- student or professor -- should pose as a know-it-all.





This course presents an analytic approach to international organization and law beginning with the notion that law and organization are intertwined, not separate subjects. The organizational centerpiece in the international political system is the United Nations and its dozens of specialized agencies that address various issues and problems. But there is no higher sovereign power than the powerful states that shape the international political system. In this course we will consider some threats to human civilization posed by weapons of warfare, overpopulation, pollution, and the waste of finite, natural resources. The readings and presentations will emphasize classical philosophical and recent theoretical approaches to the issues of world politics, twentieth century history, and political economy. You will be expected to explain and relate fundamental political concepts such as realism, deterrence, balance of power politics, bureaucracy, diplomacy and international law.

REQUIRED BOOKS:

Gareth Porter, Janet Welsh Brown, and Pamela S. Chasek, Global Environmental Politics (Boulder: Westview, 3rd edition, 2000)

GRADES: There will be three tests; each will count as roughly  twenty two percent of the overall grade.  There will be three assignments; altogether they will count as one third of your grade  for the semester. All of the assignments must be submitted on time.  Attendance is required. If you have to miss a class, please let me know beforehand. Grades will be reduced if there are more than three unexcused absences.

PLAGIARISM  (Policy statement suggested by college administration) “Academic dishonesty is defined as any act by a student that misrepresents or attempts to misrepresent to an instructor or any College official, the proficiency or achievement of that student or any student in any academic exercise for the purpose of influencing a grade on a piece of assigned work, on an examination or quiz or in a course as a whole, or that is intended to alter any record of a student’s academic performance by unauthorized means.” “A student deemed guilty of an act of academic dishonesty may, depending on the nature of the offense, be subject to one or more of the following measures: failure of the assignment or examination, failure of the course, or dismissal from the College.  Furthermore, for a second offense, referral of the case to the Standing Disciplinary Board is mandatory.  The penalties that may be assessed by the Board are listed under the Procedures of the Standing Disciplinary Board as published in this publication; however, the normal penalty is suspension or dismissal.”                

This instructor: I did most of my undergraduate work at Michigan State University and graduate studies at Montclair State in New Jersey and Purdue University in Indiana. Much of my research and teaching has been in the subfield of international politics and U.S. foreign policy. I am also one of the advisors to the State Times and the Political Science Club.    







OFFICE HOURS:  My office is 410 Fitzelle Hall.  I will be available on campus in my office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:20 to 12 and 3:20-4, as well as from 10 to 12 on Wednesdays.   If necessary we can easily arrange to meet at a time that is more convenient for you.  My campus phone#  is 3923. My local e-mail address is conwaypg.

Date 

Topics and key concepts





Reading


Jan 17

Introduction to the course: Nuts and bolts.         




The legacy of Westphalia and the international system prior to WW II -



First glances at concepts such as “nations,” “states,” and “nationalism;” 

realism, deterrence, and balance of power politics. (How, where, and why does the modern state and the state system come into being and what are its characteristics?)  


Jan 24

The League of Nations and the ideal of collective security









UN 1-65; 142-148

Jan 31

The United Nations Charter and political realities

UN 66-110



Case study: The humanitarian intervention in Somalia in 1992 



Case study: The failure to stop genocide in Rwanda in 1994

Feb 7
(A)
The UN Secretariat: The limited potential for personal leadership
UN 110-141 (H)

Feb 14     ***
Security through collective action




UN 142-209



Case studies: Korea (1950), Kuwait (1991), Bosnia (1993), Kosovo (1999)

Feb 21

First test
 (followed by humanitarian law and international tribunals or court systems)

BREAK

March 7

Dispute settlements, disarmament proposals and arms control

UN 210-300


March 14
The politics of decolonization and promoting human rights

UN 301-383



The emergence of international NGO politics

March 21
International trade and finance: Globalization and its consequences
UN 384-420



The World Trade Organization and commercial dispute resolution

March 28 (A)
Promoting economic development




UN 421-470



The development of the World Bank

April 4

Test
(followed by Introduction to Global Environmental Politics)


BREAK

April 18

Case studies in international regimes and law



Antarctica; Ozone Layer Depletion; Global Warming

April 25  (A)
Case studies in international regimes and law



(To be announced)

May 2

Prospects for the future: The functionalist thesis

May 10-16 (Finals week: POLS 382 last test scheduled for May 16)

Assignment topics:

"Regimes" including international law related to Acid rain; Ozone depletion; African elephant ivory; Whaling; Toxic waste trade; Antarctic environment; Straddling/highly migratory fish stocks; Biodiversity; Climate change.

