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POLS 203 American Political Thought
Fall 2010






Professor  Janet Day

MWF 10:00 to 10:50





Email:  dayje@oneonta.edu
200 Schumacher Hall 





Office: 10A Schumacher Hall









Phone:  436-2754

Office Hours: M,W 11:00 to 12:00; TR 12:00 to 1:30; and by appointment.

Learning Materials
Isaac Kramnick and Theodore J. Lowi, American Political Thought: A Norton Anthology, New York: Norton, 2009.

Course Objectives
“Here we use the Socratic method: I call on you; I ask you a question; you answer it.  Why don’t I just give you a lecture?  Because through my questions you learn to teach yourselves.  By this method of questioning-answering, questioning-answering, we seek to develop in you the ability to analyze that vast complex of facts that constitutes the relationships of members within a given society.”
–Professor Kingsfield (in The Paper Chase)


The creation of the U.S. Constitution, the framework for our political institutions, is the product of the convergence of the founding fathers’ political experience with western political thought.  Judeo-Christian doctrines, natural law theories, and the principles of republicanism and classical liberalism combined to form a uniquely American form of democracy.  Within these ideas we  find an implicit critique of power, liberty, representation, and citizenship.  We will examine some of these ideas and critiques as we seek answers to a variety of questions.  Does the American political process function as the founders’ envisioned?  How has American political thought changed through the years?  In what ways has social and economic changes impacted the scope of government power?  Who actually rules?  What do citizens know about the political process and why does it matter?  Is our political system in need of reform?  


 To successfully engage in the learning objectives of this course it is necessary that students come to class each day having read the assigned materials and produced a thoughtful response paper.  The instructor will provide response questions designed to bring focus to the reading and one or more questions designed to provoke the student to examine his or her own perspective on the reading’s topic.  During most class meetings students will be organized in small groups to discuss the reading before opening up the discussion to the classroom.  This interactive learning format is intended to mimic the interactive nature of philosophical discourse and to encourage students to be responsible for their own learning.  The instructor will “float” among the small groups to listen in on group discussions and to answer students’ questions.  Several times throughout the semester students will give a presentation on that day’s assigned reading and lead the class discussion. Students should feel free to express their ideas and thoughts without fear of censure so it is expected that each student will treat the instructor and fellow students with respect. From time to time, the instructor will provide short lectures to draw together central ideas and highlight comparisons between philosophers and their ideas. 


Class attendance is an important part of learning; however, attendance will not be taken except on presentation days.  It should be noted that attendance can be tracked through the submission of response papers. Students who attend class regularly always perform better than those who do not.  The format of this course makes class attendance imperative. Occasional lectures supplement the readings and provide the opportunity to ask questions in class.  Learning is also a cooperative exercise and thus your presence is important, to you and your fellow classmates, for group discussions.  If, despite regular class attendance, you find that you are having difficulties with the material, it is the student’s responsibility to meet with the instructor to explore possible solutions.
Note: Reaction papers can only be accepted if the student actually attends the class.   All work must be word processed.   
Schedule

August 25
Introduction

*August 27
John Winthrop

John Cotton

Roger Williams

August 30
John Wise

Jonathan Mayhew

September 1
Benjamin Franklin

*September 3
Self-Government

September 6
James Otis

Samuel Adams

Jonathan Boucher

John Adams

September 8
Thomas Paine

Thomas Jefferson

September 10
The Articles of Confederation
The United States Constitution
In-class activity

September 13
Alexander Hamilton, pp.  163-170

John Adams, pp. 181-191

September 15
Federalist Papers, pp. 191-209

*September 17
Federalist Papers, pp. 209-223

September 20
Federalist Papers, pp. 219-243

September 22
Richard Henry Lee

Robert Yates

James Madison

The Bill of Rights

*September 24
Alexander Hamilton, pp. 304-319

McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)

September 27
Thomas Jefferson, selections

No Classes–September 29 & October 1
October 4
Henry Clay

John Quincy Adams

Andrew Jackson

Daniel Webster

October 6
John R. Cooke and Abel P. Upshur

George Bancroft

Orestes Brownson

*October 8
James Fenimore Cooper

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Walt Whitman

October 11
Women In the Early Republic

October 13
Benjamin Rush

Thomas Paine

Thomas Jefferson

William Lloyd Garrison

*October 15
Thomas Jefferson

David Walker

Frederick Douglass

Harriet Beecher Stowe

October 18
John C. Calhoun

Abraham Lincoln

October 20
William Graham Sumner

*October 22
Andrew Carnegie

Russell H. Conwell

Henry George

October 25
Edward Bellamy

October 27
Frank Lester Ward

William Jennings Bryan

October 29
Emma Goldman

Samuel Gompers

Charlotte Perkins Gilman

November 1
Orestes Brownson

Victoria Woodhull

Susan B. Anthony

Charlotte Perkins Gilman

Jane Addams

November 3
James Harvey Slater and James Zachariah

Josiah Strong

Theodore Roosevelt

Henry Cabot Lodge

Albert J. Beveridge

Platform of the American Anti-Imperialist League
William Graham Sumner

*November 5
13th, 14th, 15th Amendments

Chief Joseph

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

Booker T. Washington

W.E.B. Du Bois

November 8
Lincoln Steffens

Upton Sinclair

Monsignor John Ryan

Jane Addams

Walter Rauschenbusch

November 10
Williams James

Theodore Roosevelt

Woodrow Wilson

*November 12
Herbert Hoover

John Dewey

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Henry A. Wallace

Walter Lippmann

November 15
Reinhold Niebuhr

George Kennan

Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.

November 17
William F. Buckley, Jr.

Whittaker Chambers

Walter Lippmann

Barry Goldwater

*November 19
C. Wright Mills

Young Americans for Freedom

Robert Dahl

Students for a Democratic Society

No Classes Thanksgiving Week
November 29
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee

Malcolm X

December 1
Betty Friedan

National Organization for Women

Redstocking Manifesto
Kate Millett

*December 3
John Rawls

Irving Kristol

December 6
Phyllis Schlafly

Milton Friedman and Rose D. Friedman

December 8
bell hooks

Thurgood Marshall

Cornel West

*December 10
Michael Walzer

Michael J. Sandel

Amitai Etzioni

December 13 FINAL EXAM DUE @10:00
Policies

Each class period’s assigned reading and the corresponding reaction paper are due on the date listed below unless otherwise notified by the instructor.  It is important to come to class having read the assigned material and in possession of two copies of your reaction paper as the learning format of this course relies heavily on the cooperative interaction of all students.  Note: reaction papers can only be accepted if the student actually attends the class.  All work must be word processed.


It is recommended that students take advantage of the Writing Center prior to handing in formal papers for grading. You can find out more information at their web site:  http://www.oneonta.edu/academics/lss/  I am available to review the content of papers prior to handing them in for a grade.  Do remember to allow sufficient time in advance of the due date to submit a paper to the Writing Center and/or to me for content review.  


Late papers or reading responses will not be accepted except under the most extraordinary circumstances.  Extraordinary circumstances include hospitalization of the student, death of a spouse, offspring, or parent.  All excuses for missed work requires documentation from the appropriate sources and the instructor reserves the right to accept the excuse. 


Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  I can only judge whether plagiarism has occur based on what is actually contained in your paper.  I am unable to judge your intent.  Given that reality, no tolerance will be allowed for forgetfulness, sloppiness, or ignorance of how to correctly use a citation method correctly.  Any paper that is found to be plagiarized will receive a zero for that paper and the offense will be reported (as required by the college’s policy on academic honesty) to the Office for Judicial Affairs for further investigation and punishment.  Any student caught cheating on an exam will receive a zero for the exam. Once the final exam is distributed to students, no contact with anyone, in any form, except with the professor, or sharing of notes, exam answers, etc. will be tolerated.  Any such violation will be considered an act of cheating.  Acts of cheating will be reported to the Office for Judicial Affairs for further investigation and punishment.


Course Grading
Points
75
Response Papers (this allows you to miss handing in 2 responses without penalty)

18
Presentation

100
Two Critical Argument Papers

100
Final Exam

293
Total
A
268 to 293


C-
203 to 223

A-
262 to 267


D+
195 to 202

B+
254 to 261


D
180 to 294

B
239 to 253


D-
174 to 179

B-
233 to 238


E
173 or less

C+
225 to 232

C
210 to 224


Response Papers--Each response paper is worth up to 3 points: 1 point for weak analysis; 2 points for average analysis; 3 points for strong analysis.  Response papers need only to be 1 page in length.  Response papers will be graded according to the strength of analysis and not for writing mechanics.  Keep in mind that formal papers and the final exam will be graded for strength of analysis and writing mechanics.  The total response paper points works out to 81 points.  However, I have subtracted 6 points.  What you do with those 6 points is up to the student.  They can be used as extra credit points, or as no-excuse points for failing to hand in a response paper on two occasions–assuming that you would have received the full 3 points for each response.


Presentations–Students are expected to put real effort into presenting the assigned reading in a manner that demonstrates an understanding of the material.  Expect to spend at least 15 to 20 minutes highlighting the key elements and then spend the rest of the class period engaging students in a classroom discussion.  


POSSIBLE NEGATIVE 13 POINTS–Failure to attend class on presentation day will result in the subtraction of 1 point for each absence–no exceptions!  Because the presenters’ grades include points for class discussion, your failure to attend class and participate in discussion greatly hinders their ability to successfully sustain a spirited discussion of the material.  Keep in mind that your turn will come and your success hinges on the willingness of your fellow classmates to participate. 


Critical Argument Papers–A list of questions will be provided from which the student will choose two to research.  Each paper will provide a well-reasoned, well-argued position.  This is a research paper and will require appropriate source materials in support of the paper’s argument.


Final Exam–The final exam is a take-home, open-book/readings, open-notes exam.  The student may not consult with other students (including asking for class/lecture notes) or materials not assigned for the class in completing this exam.  All question arising from the completion of the final exam must be directed to the professor.  Exam questions will be given out on the last day of regular classes–no exceptions.  The exam is due in my office at the campus assigned time for the final exam for this class.  Remember that plagiarism or cheating will not be tolerated.  

Caveat:






The above schedule is only an outline and the instructor reserves the right to change the schedule to meet the demands of the course.

Addendum
Students Diagnosed with a Disability
All individuals who are diagnosed with a disability are protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. As such, you may be entitled to certain accommodations within this class. If you are diagnosed with a disability, please make an appointment to meet with Student Disability Services (SDS), 209 Alumni Hall, ext. 2137. All students with the necessary supporting documentation will be provided appropriate accommodations as determined by the SDS Office. 

It is entirely your responsibility to contact SDS and concurrently supply me with your accommodation plan, which will inform me exactly what accommodations you are entitled to. You will only receive accommodations once you provide me with an SDS accommodation plan.
Any previously recorded grades will not be changed.
Emergency Evacuation/Shelter-in Place Procedures
In the event of an emergency evacuation (i.e., fire or other emergency), classes meeting in this building are directed to reassemble at the IRC lobby so that all persons can be accounted for.  Complete details of the College’s emergency evacuation, shelter-in-place and other emergency procedures can be found at http://www.oneonta.edu/security

