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[image: image1.emf]Federalism and the Supreme Court

Interpretations of the Commerce Clause
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• The Commerce Clause gives Congress the 

power to regulate commerce with foreign 

nations and among the states and Indian 

tribes.
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• 1938 Fair Labor Standards Act

• Amendments in 1961/66extended to 

cover state employees.

• As applied to state employees, the Act 

is unconstitutional.

• Violates the sovereignty of the states.

• Leaves little state discretion for 

determining state provided services.
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Transit Authority (1985)

• SAMTA claims it is not required to pay 

overtime to state employees.

• Usery is overturned.

• Unworkable standard.

• State sovereignty protected by 

procedural safeguards.

• Dissent:  Framers feared a strong 

national government usurping state 

sovereignty.
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• National Drinking Age amendment tied 

to federal highway funding.

• 21

st

Amendment prohibits Congress 

from directly regulating drinking age.

• 10

th

Amendment has been interpreted 

that Congress is not prohibited from 

placing legitimate conditions on federal 

grants.
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• 1990 Gun-free School Zones Act.

• Test:  “Substantially affects” interstate 

commerce.

• The Act has nothing to do with 

commerce.

• Government’s reasoning would result in 

no limit to federal legislating.

• Puts the brakes on Congress and the 

expansion of the Commerce Clause.
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Commerce Clause

		The Commerce Clause gives Congress the power to regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the states and Indian tribes. 
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Federalism and the Supreme Court

Interpretations of the Commerce Clause
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Garcia v. San Antonio Metropolitan Transit Authority (1985)

		SAMTA claims it is not required to pay overtime to state employees.

		Usery is overturned.

		Unworkable standard.

		State sovereignty protected by procedural safeguards.

		Dissent:  Framers feared a strong national government usurping state sovereignty.
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National League of Cities v. Usery (1976)

		1938 Fair Labor Standards Act

		Amendments in 1961/66extended to cover state employees.

		As applied to state employees, the Act is unconstitutional.

		Violates the sovereignty of the states.

		Leaves little state discretion for determining state provided services.
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South Dakota v. Dole (1987)

		National Drinking Age amendment tied to federal highway funding.

		21st Amendment prohibits Congress from directly regulating drinking age.

		10th Amendment has been interpreted that Congress is not prohibited from placing legitimate conditions on federal grants.
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United States v. Lopez (1995)

		1990 Gun-free School Zones Act.

		Test:  “Substantially affects” interstate commerce.

		The Act has nothing to do with commerce.

		Government’s reasoning would result in no limit to federal legislating.

		Puts the brakes on Congress and the expansion of the Commerce Clause.
























