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Interest Groups

		An organization of individuals sharing common objectives who actively attempt to influence policymakers in all three branches of government.
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Lobbying

		The attempt by organizations or by individuals to influence the passage, defeat, or contents of legislation and the administrative decisions of government.
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Types of Interest Groups

		Economic—business, agriculture, labor, public employees, professional organizations.

		Environmental.

		Public-interest—consumer protection, legal, citizenship, civil liberties.
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Role of Interest Groups

		First Amendment right to assemble and petition the government.

		Governmental structure invites interest group participation—many access points.

		Federal, state, executive branch, bureaucracies, Congress, courts.
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Interest Group Strategies

		Gain access to key governmental officials.

		Establish cooperative & long-term relations

		Offer governmental officials:  information & money.
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Advantages

		Issues narrowly focused.

		Small group- members more likely to be passionate.

		Easier to motivate members to participate.
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Campaign Assistance

		Provide campaign workers.

		Endorsements.

		Political Action Committee—set up by and representing a corporation, labor union, or special interest group.  They raise and donate money on behalf of the organizations they represent.
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Direct Lobbying Techniques

		Face-to-face meetings.

		Testifying before congressional committees.

		Testifying before executive rule-making agencies.

		Assist in drafting legislation.

		Inviting legislators to social occasions.

		Providing political information.

		Supplying nominations for federal appointments.

		Campaign assistance. 
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Indirect Lobbying Techniques

		Working through third parties.

		Generate public pressure.

		Climate control.

		Using constituents as lobbyists.

		Building alliances.










