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Organizing to Run Government
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•A group of political activists who organize to win 

political elections, to operate government, and to 

determine public policy.
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• Recruiting candidates for public office.

• Organizing and running elections.

• Presenting alternative policies to the 

electorate.

• Accepting responsibility for operating 

the government.

• Acting as the organized opposition to 

the party in power.
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•Executive branch is held by one party and one, or both, 

houses of Congress are held by the opposing party.

•Some say divided government can lead to stalemates.

•Others say it is a way to avoid excesses.

•Some argue that the content of legislation is different 

under a divided government.
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•Decline in partisanship–larger number of 

independents.

•Decline in party loyalty–split-ticket voting.

•Republican presidential victories have failed to 

strengthen the Republican Party.
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•Those members of the 

general public that 

identify with a political 

party or who express a 

preference for one 

party over another.

•Psychological 

attachment.

•Party identification as 

a cue.

•Cost/benefit model of 

group behavior.
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•The formal structure 

and leadership of a 

political party, including 

election committees; 

local, state, and 

national executives; 

and paid professional 

staff.

•Provides the structural 

framework for the 

political party.

•Paid professionals.
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•All of the elected and 

appointed officials who 

identify with a political 

party.

•Officials within a party 

to operate toward 

common goals in 

legislating.

•Party tries to articulate 

a common ideological 

message and policies.

•Provides a way for the 

electorate to judge 

parties.
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• Decline in partisan identification.

• Sometimes party voting is more evident 

in Congress than at other times.

• Fewer races where there is only one 

party represented.

• More full-time party officials at all levels.

• In all most all races, a candidate from 

one of the major parties is elected.
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•Disadvantaged groups 

in society.

•Blacks and minorities.

•Jewish voters.

•Union households.

•People with less than 

a high school education 

or professional degree.

•Women.
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•College graduates.

•Upper-income 

families.

•Professional or 

business persons.

•Men.

•Religious affiliation.
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[image: image14.emf]Why do we have a two-party system?

•Historical foundation 

of the system.

•Self-perpetuation of 

the parties.

•The commonality of 

the views among 

Americans.

•The winner-take-all 

electoral system.

•State and Federal laws 

favoring the two-party 

system.
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The Modern Era
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Political Party

		A group of political activists who organize to win political elections, to operate government, and to determine public policy.
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Political Parties

Organizing to Run Government
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Function of a Political Party

		Recruiting candidates for public office.

		Organizing and running elections.

		Presenting alternative policies to the electorate.

		Accepting responsibility for operating the government.

		Acting as the organized opposition to the party in power.
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Party–in-the-Electorate

		Those members of the general public that identify with a political party or who express a preference for one party over another.

		Psychological attachment.

		Party identification as a cue.

		Cost/benefit model of group behavior.
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Emergence of Divided Government

		Decline in partisanship–larger number of independents.

		Decline in party loyalty–split-ticket voting.

		Republican presidential victories have failed to strengthen the Republican Party.
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Divided Government

		Executive branch is held by one party and one, or both, houses of Congress are held by the opposing party.

		Some say divided government can lead to stalemates.

		Others say it is a way to avoid excesses.

		Some argue that the content of legislation is different under a divided government.
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Three Faces of the Party
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Party-in-the-Government

		All of the elected and appointed officials who identify with a political party.

		Officials within a party to operate toward common goals in legislating.

		Party tries to articulate a common ideological message and policies.

		Provides a way for the electorate to judge parties.
































_1298978411.ppt


Party Organization

		The formal structure and leadership of a political party, including election committees; local, state, and national executives; and paid professional staff.

		Provides the structural framework for the political party.

		Paid professionals.
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Democrats

		Disadvantaged groups in society.

		Blacks and minorities.

		Jewish voters.

		Union households.

		People with less than a high school education or professional degree.

		Women.
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Is the party over?

		Decline in partisan identification.

		Sometimes party voting is more evident in Congress than at other times.

		Fewer races where there is only one party represented.

		More full-time party officials at all levels.

		In all most all races, a candidate from one of the major parties is elected.
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Republicans

		College graduates.

		Upper-income families.

		Professional or business persons.

		Men.

		Religious affiliation.
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Why do we have a two-party system?

		Historical foundation of the system.

		Self-perpetuation of the parties.

		The commonality of the views among Americans.

		The winner-take-all electoral system.

		State and Federal laws favoring the two-party system.




























