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Definition of Politics

:  Harold Lasswell’s definition:

Politics is the process of “who gets 

what, when, and how.”

David Easton’s definition:

Politics is the “authoritative allocation 

of values.”
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Types of Conflict in Society

Beliefs, personal or religious, notions of 

right and wrong.

Different perception of what society’s 

goals should be.

Competition for limited resources.
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higher than Congress as a whole.

Particularism–a strong tendency to wrap 

policies in packages that are saleable as 

particularized benefits–all members “win”

something to take home to their 

constituents. 
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Particularism

Earmarks: funds for special projects contained in 

appropriation and authorization bills which have 

bypassed the usual competitive or merit-based 

approval process, i.e. committee 

hearings/approval.
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Representatives are mostly judged on 

their constituency service and their ability 

to bring the bacon back home.

Senators are higher profile because there 

are fewer of them and the media tends to 

seek them out more.

Senators are more closely linked to 

divisive national issues.
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perspective.

perspective.

In regard to a legislator, one who acts 

according to his or her conscience and 

broad interests of the entire society.
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Instructed Delegate Model

In regard to a legislator, one who acts as 

an agent of the voters who elected him or 

her and who votes according to the views 

of constituents regardless of personal 

assessments.
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positions/issues.

ADA rating (Americans for Democratic 

Action)–a liberal group.

Weisberg (1978) 82% will follow the party 

majority.
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Issue Domains

Instructed Delegate Model–civil rights 

issues.

Trustee Model–foreign involvement.

Responsible Party Model–social welfare 

issues.
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Types of Conflict in Society

		Beliefs, personal or religious, notions of right and wrong.

		Different perception of what society’s goals should be.

		Competition for limited resources.
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Why such low numbers?

		Politics is conflict.

		Congress is a governmental institution designed to resolve conflict.

		People judge the process, not the policy

		Individual vs institution: judged differently.

		House vs Senate: judged differently.
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Congress:

Congressional Popularity and Theories of Representation
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Definition of Politics

		:  Harold Lasswell’s definition:



		Politics is the process of “who gets 	what, when, and how.”



		David Easton’s definition:



         Politics is the “authoritative allocation 	 of values.”
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Individual vs Institution

		People rate their individual representatives higher than Congress as a whole.

		Particularism–a strong tendency to wrap policies in packages that are saleable as particularized benefits–all members “win” something to take home to their constituents. 
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		Political Scientists from the University of Nebraska–Lincoln, John Hibbing and Elizabeth Theiss-Morse, find that people are less distraught over specific policies and laws then they are over the process of lawmaking.
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		 “Just as people want governmental services without the pain of taxes, they also want democratic procedures without the pain of witnessing what comes along with those procedures.”
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		 “In fact, loathing special interests constitutes a unifying belief in modern America.  It allows people to talk about politics without a shred of specific evidence and, like the weather, pulls people together against a common, seemingly uncontrollable enemy.”
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Senate/House Differences

		Representatives are mostly judged on their constituency service and their ability to bring the bacon back home.

		Senators are higher profile because there are fewer of them and the media tends to seek them out more.

		Senators are more closely linked to divisive national issues.
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Particularism

		Earmarks: funds for special projects contained in appropriation and authorization bills which have bypassed the usual competitive or merit-based approval process, i.e. committee hearings/approval.
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Trustee Model

		Burkean perspective.

		In regard to a legislator, one who acts according to his or her conscience and broad interests of the entire society.
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Theories of Representation

The Electoral Connection
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Responsible Party Model 

		Voters are able to identify party positions/issues.

		ADA rating (Americans for Democratic Action)–a liberal group.

		Weisberg (1978) 82% will follow the party majority.
















_1250418834.ppt


Instructed Delegate Model

		In regard to a legislator, one who acts as an agent of the voters who elected him or her and who votes according to the views of constituents regardless of personal assessments.	
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Issue Domains

		Instructed Delegate Model–civil rights issues.

		Trustee Model–foreign involvement.

		Responsible Party Model–social welfare issues.
















