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politics?
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[image: image3.emf]Harold Lasswell

says:

• Politics is the process of 

“who gets what, when, 

and how.”
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[image: image4.emf]David Easton says:

• Politics is the “authoritative 

allocation of values.”
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[image: image5.emf]Changing view of 

government’s role in 

society…

reflect society’s changing values.
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[image: image6.emf]Types of conflict in 

society:

• Beliefs, personal or religious, notions 

of right and wrong.

• Different perceptions of what society’s 

goals should be.

• Competition for limited resources.


	___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

	Slide 7
	
[image: image7.emf]What is the 

difference 

between 
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[image: image8.emf]Politics is the  process of 

determining who 

gets what, when, 

and how.

Government refers to 

the structures and 

institutions through 

which conflict is 

resolved and decisions 

are implemented.
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• The ultimate right to enforce 

compliance.
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[image: image10.emf]Legitimacy

• A status conferred by the people 

to the government, its officials 

and institutions, based upon the 

belief that the government’s 

actions are an appropriate use 

of power by a legally constituted 

governmental authority following 

correct decision-making 

procedures. 
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[image: image11.emf]Power

• The ability to cause others to 

modify their behavior and to 

conform to what the power 

holder wants.
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[image: image12.emf]Direct Democracy

• Greek city-state model

• New England town meetings

• Initiative

• Referendum

• Recall
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[image: image13.emf]Dangers of Direct 

Democracy

• Competency of 

the masses

• Mob rule
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Consent of the 

people”

• The idea that governments and 

laws derive their legitimacy from 

the consent of the governed.
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[image: image15.emf]Representative 

Government

• Republic—the form of government in 

which sovereignty rests with the 

people who elect agents to represent 

them in lawmaking and other 

decisions.

• Representative democracy—a form 

of government in which 

representatives, elected by the 

people, make and enforce laws and 

policies.
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[image: image16.emf]Democratic 

Principles

• Universal suffrage.

• Majority rule.

• Protection of minority rights.

• Free and competitive elections.
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[image: image17.emf]Constitutional 

Government

• Principle of limited 

government—the Constitution 

provides for the limits of 

government power and 

activities.
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Politics is the process of determining who gets what, when, and how.

Government refers to the structures and institutions through which conflict is resolved and decisions are implemented.
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David Easton says:

		Politics is the “authoritative allocation of values.”
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What is politics?
















_1293529998.ppt


The 

American Political

System

Politics and Government
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Harold Lasswell says:

		Politics is the process of “who gets what, when, and how.”
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Types of conflict in society:

		Beliefs, personal or religious, notions of right and wrong.

		Different perceptions of what society’s goals should be.

		Competition for limited resources.
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Changing view of government’s role in society…

reflect society’s changing values.
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What is the difference between politics and government?
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Direct Democracy

		Greek city-state model

		New England town meetings

		Initiative

		Referendum

		Recall
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Legitimacy

		A status conferred by the people to the government, its officials and institutions, based upon the belief that the government’s actions are an appropriate use of power by a legally constituted governmental authority following correct decision-making procedures. 
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Authority

		The ultimate right to enforce compliance.
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Power

		The ability to cause others to modify their behavior and to conform to what the power holder wants.
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“Consent of the people”



		The idea that governments and laws derive their legitimacy from the consent of the governed.
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Dangers of Direct Democracy

		Competency of the masses

		Mob rule






















_1293529983.ppt


Democratic Principles

		Universal suffrage.

		Majority rule.

		Protection of minority rights.

		Free and competitive elections.
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Representative Government

		Republic—the form of government in which sovereignty rests with the people who elect agents to represent them in lawmaking and other decisions.

		Representative democracy—a form of government in which representatives, elected by the people, make and enforce laws and policies.
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Constitutional Government

		Principle of limited government—the Constitution provides for the limits of government power and activities.


















