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[image: image2.emf]Critical Elections

Involve wider movement and 

durable shifts.

Identifiable party divisions emerge.
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Category of persons identify with a 

single party.

Creates opportunity for exploitation 

by party leaders.

Differential party response to 

stimulus.

Regional shifts.
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1836-1840:  West, South—Whig realignment.

1860: New England, upstate New York, upper 

West--Republican Antebellum realignment.

1896:  South, Jim, Crow era—Democratic 

realignment.

1928-1932:  most of the nation outside of the 

South—New Deal realignment.

1960:  urban areas, 20% of the electorate—

Democratic realignment.

1980—Republican realignment except east and 

west coasts.

2004-?—too early to say.
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Critical Elections

		Involve wider movement and durable shifts.

		Identifiable party divisions emerge.
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Critical Realignment Theory
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Partisan Homogeneity

		Category of persons identify with a single party.

		Creates opportunity for exploitation by party leaders.

		Differential party response to stimulus.

		Regional shifts.
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Historical Patterns

		1836-1840:  West, South—Whig realignment.

		1860: New England, upstate New York, upper West--Republican Antebellum realignment.

		1896:  South, Jim, Crow era—Democratic realignment.

		1928-1932:  most of the nation outside of the South—New Deal realignment.

		1960:  urban areas, 20% of the electorate—Democratic realignment.

		1980—Republican realignment except east and west coasts.

		2004-?—too early to say.
























