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Study Guide for Exam Three

1.  What are the many roles of the president and what powers does he/she have as explained in class lecture?

2.  Discuss the War Powers Resolution.  Who has the power to declare war?  What power does the president possess as civilian leader of the military?  What has been the historical conflict between Congress and the president and the exercise of war powers?

3.   Explain the types of vetoes and the vetoing processes.

4.  Explain the president’s use of executive agreement, executive order, and executive privilege.

5.  Explain the importance of presidential approval ratings.  Why does a president want to maintain high ratings?  What is the pattern of public presidential support over time?  How does partisan preference affect presidential approval ratings?  How does the public opinion about the economy influence the public’s opinion about the president?

6.  What is the function of the vice president?  What powers does the office of vice president possess?

7.  Explain the process of presidential succession.

8.  What are “rally events”?  How do they influence the public’s opinion of the president?  

9.  What role does the offices of the White House Staff play?  

10.  What role does the Executive Office of the President play?

11.  What constitutional features protect interest groups?

12.  What is the nature of access afforded to interest groups that encourage their existence?

13.  How does an interest group differ from a political party?

14.  What is pluralism?

15.  What four criticisms do critics of pluralism raise?  Briefly explain the reasons for each criticisms.

16.  What are the two main direct techniques used by interest groups to further their agenda?  How is each technique employed?

17.  What is a PAC?  Who uses them?  Who benefits most from PAC contributions?  What do PAC contributions “buy” for organizations?

18.  What are the five indirect techniques used by interest groups?  Why would interest groups use indirect techniques in their lobbying efforts?

19.  From a socioeconomic standpoint, how would you characterize interest group membership?

20.  Why do interest groups form?  Why do they not form even when there is a disturbance?  What are the barriers to group formation?

21. How do groups overcome the collective action problem?  Identify and explain the three methods.  

22.   When it comes to policy making, whose interests get addressed?  Why is this the case?

23.  According to the textbook, what set of problems do members of Congress encounter when they must make a collective decision?  Identify and describe three problems.

24.  Generally, what is the public’s opinion toward the members of Congress?  Why is this the case?

25.  Why did the Founders place the bulk of government power in the legislature?

26.  What is the reasoning behind the design of our bicameral, as opposed to a unicameral, legislature?  What features of the design reinforce the Founders’ goals?

27.  What are the functions of Congress?  Identify the substantive reasoning behind each of the functions that relate to democratic theory.

28.  What are the different models of representation?  Is there only a single model used by members of Congress?  Explain.

28.  In what ways does the Senate differ from the House?  How does this affect the way each chamber conducts its business?  

29.  Why do senators enjoy greater prestige than representatives?  

30.  What is the strongest motivation behind the activities of members of Congress?

31.  What is the function of the committee system in Congress?

32.  Identify and discuss the various types of committees.  How are committee members selected?

33.  Describe the leadership structure of both chambers in Congress.

33.  How do congressional members decide how to vote on various issues?  Explain the theory of issue domains and how members of Congress utilize them in deciding how to vote.

34.  Where do money bills originate?

35.  Describe the process of how a bill becomes a law.

36.  What is “log rolling”?

37.  Explain the Senate’s power of advice and consent.

