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Required Texts
Aristotle.  1998.  Politics.  Trans. Reeve.  Indianapolis: Hackett.

Aristotle.  1999.  Nicomachean Ethics.  Trans. Irwin.  Indianapolis: Hackett.

More, Thomas.  1965. Utopia.  Trans. Paul Turner.  London: Penguin.

Plato.  1992.  Republic.  Trans. G.M.A. Grube.  Indianapolis: Hackett.

Articles and chapters on electronic reserve.

Course Description

An investigation of the political and philosophic thought of ancient Greece and Rome, and pre-modern Europe, with attention paid to the theoretical innovations of key theorists, the historical contexts in which those thinkers developed their arguments, and the broader political and moral significance of their works. The course will focus particularly on participatory democratic politics in the ancient Athenian polis and the responses of Plato and Aristotle to democracy.  Roman politics and Christian political theology will also be examined, as will attempts by late Roman and medieval thinkers to synthesize classical and Christian principles. Thinkers examined include Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Augustine, and Thomas More, and philosophical innovations and traditions.  The format of this course will include regular reading assignments, reaction papers, small group discussions, and two formal papers.

Course Objective

We will begin with the essential arguments of Plato’s Republic and discuss how his theories of social and political organization shaped the ensuing philosophical dialogue.  Selected primary texts from the works of Aristotle, Cicero, Augustine, and Thomas More, will be examined in response to many of Plato’s ideas.  Some of the theorists criticize Plato while others agreed with and even built upon his work.  It is hoped that students will come to recognize that philosophical ideas are often the product of a rich dialogue among many theorists over time.  Additionally, the course’s format is designed to draw students into the philosophical discourse and encourage them to reflect on and discover their own perspectives.


To successfully accomplish the objectives of this course it is necessary that each student come to class each day having read the assigned materials and produced a thoughtful response paper.  The instructor will provide response questions designed to bring focus to the reading and one or more questions designed to provoke the student to examine his or her own perspective on the reading’s topic.  On Mondays and Wednesdays, students will be organized into several small groups in which response papers will be shared and discussed.  This interactive learning format is intended to mimic the interactive nature of philosophical discourse and to encourage students to be responsible for their own learning.  The instructor will “float” among the small groups to listen in on group discussions and to answer students’ questions.  On Fridays, students will give a presentation on that day’s assigned reading and lead the class discussion. Students should feel free to express their ideas and thoughts without fear of censure so it is expected that each student will treat the instructor and fellow students with respect. From time to time, the instructor will provide short lectures to draw together central ideas and highlight comparisons between philosophers and their ideas. 


Class attendance is an important part of learning; however, attendance will not be taken except on presentation days.  It should be noted that attendance can be tracked through the submission of response papers. Students who attend class regularly always perform better than those who do not.  The format of this course makes regular class attendance imperative. Occasional lectures supplement the readings and provide the opportunity to ask questions in class.  Learning is also a cooperative exercise and thus your presence is important, to you and your fellow classmates, for group discussions.  If, despite regular class attendance, you find that you are having difficulties with the material, it is the student’s responsibility to meet with the instructor to explore possible solutions.

Reading Schedule

On Mondays and Wednesdays, each class period’s assigned reading and the corresponding reaction paper are due on the date listed below unless otherwise notified by the instructor.  It is important to come to class having read the assigned material and in possession of TWO copies of your reaction paper as the learning format of this course relies heavily on the cooperative interaction of all students.  On Fridays, students will give a presentation on that day’s assigned reading.  All students are expected to have read the material and be prepared to engage in class discussions.  

Note: Reaction papers can only be accepted if the student actually attends the class. All work must be word processed.  Do not email me your reaction paper–it is not my responsibility to print out your homework.  

August 25
Introduction

August 27
Plato Republic, Book I

August 30
Plato Republic, Book II

September 1
Plato Republic, Book III

September 3*

Plato Republic, Book IV

September 6

LEQ \O(o,̈)tter, “The Significance of Poverty and Wealth in Plato’s Republic”

September 8
Plato Republic, Book V 

September 10*

Saxonhouse.“Plato: Philosophy, Females, and Political Life” 

September 13
Plato Republic, Book VI.

September 15
Plato Republic, Read Book VII

September 17*
Plato Republic, Book VIII

September 20
Plato Republic, Book IX

September 22
Plato’s Republic, Book X

September 24
Plato Discussion and Lecture

September 27
Plato Discussion and Lecture

Fall Break–No classes September 29 & 30
October 4
Aristotle  Ethics, Book I
October 6
Aristotle Ethics, Book II

October 8*
Aristotle Ethics, Book III
October 11
Aristotle  Ethics, Books IV and VI

October 13
Aristotle Ethics, Books VII and X

October 15*
Aristotle Politics, Book I

October 18
Aristotle Politics, Book II

October 20
Aristotle Politics, Book III

October 22*
Dobbs, “Aristotle’s Anticommunism.”

October 25

Cicero Read in The Republic and the Laws, “Civic Responsibility: Its Duties and Rewards;” and “The Main Types of State”

October 27
Cicero Read in The Republic and The Laws, “The Best Constitution;” and “Natural Law and the Unity of Mankind”   

October 29*
Augustine–Selections

November 1
Augustine–Selections

November 3
Augustine–Selections

November 5
Watch a movie in class: “A Man for All Seasons”

November 8 
Watch a movie in class: “A Man for All Seasons”

November 10
Discussion: “A Man for All Seasons”

November 12*

Thomas More  Utopia, starting page 25 to the first full paragraph of 43

November 15
Thomas More  Utopia, pp. 43- 8

November 17
Thomas More  Utopia, pp. 69-89

November 19*
Thomas More  Utopia, pp. 89-07

Second Critical Argument Paper Due
Thanksgiving Break
November 29
Thomas More Utopia, 107-32

December 1*
Engeman.  “Hythloday’s Utopia and More’s England: An Interpretation of Thomas More’s Utopia”

December 3
Watch a movie in class: “The Village”

December 6

Watch a movie in class: “The Village”
December 8

Discussion of  “The Village”

December 10
To be announced
Final Exam Due December 15 @ 11:00

Policies
Each class period’s assigned reading and the corresponding reaction paper are due on the date listed unless otherwise notified by the instructor.  It is important to come to class having read the assigned material and in possession of two copies of your reaction paper as the learning format of this course relies heavily on the cooperative interaction of all students.  Note: reaction papers can only be accepted if the student actually attends the class.  All work must be word processed.  I do not accept electronic submission of reaction papers.

It is recommended that students take advantage of the Writing Center prior to handing in formal papers for grading. You can find out more information at their web site:  http://www.oneonta.edu/academics/lss/  I am available to review the content of papers prior to handing them in for a grade.  Do remember to allow sufficient time in advance of the due date to submit a paper to the Writing Center and/or to me for content review.  

Late papers or reading responses will not be accepted except under the most extraordinary circumstances.  Extraordinary circumstances include hospitalization of the student, death of a spouse, offspring, or parent.  All excuses for missed work requires documentation from the appropriate sources and the instructor reserves the right to accept the excuse. 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  I can only judge whether plagiarism has occur based on what is actually contained in your paper.  I am unable to judge your intent.  Given that reality, no tolerance will be allowed for forgetfulness, sloppiness, or ignorance of how to correctly use a citation method correctly.  Any paper that is found to be plagiarized will receive a zero for that paper and the offense will be reported (as required by the college’s policy on academic honesty) to the Office for Judicial Affairs for further investigation and punishment.  Any student caught cheating on an exam will receive a zero for the exam. Once the final exam is distributed to students, no contact with anyone, in any form, except with the professor, or sharing of notes, exam answers, etc. will be tolerated.  Any such violation will be considered an act of cheating.  Acts of cheating will be reported to the Office for Judicial Affairs for further investigation and punishment.


Course Grading
Points
75
Response Papers (this allows you to miss handing in 2 responses without penalty)

18
Presentation

100
Two Critical Argument Papers

100
Final Exam

293
Total
A
268 to 296


C-
203 to 209

A-
262 to 267


D+
195 to 202

B+
254 to 261


D
180 to 194

B
239 to 253


D-
174 to 179

B-
233 to 238


E
173 or less

C+
224 to 232

C
210 to 223

Response Papers--Each response paper is worth up to 3 points: 1 point for weak analysis; 2 points for average analysis; 3 points for strong analysis.  Response papers need only to be 1 page in length.  Response papers will be graded according to the strength of analysis and not for writing mechanics.  Keep in mind that formal papers and the final exam will be graded for strength of analysis and writing mechanics.  The total response paper points works out to 81 points.  However, I have subtracted 6 points.  What you do with those 6 points is up to the student.  They can be used as extra credit points, or as no-excuse points for failing to hand in a response paper on two occasions–assuming that you would have received the full 3 points for each response.

Presentations–Students are expected to put real effort into presenting the assigned reading in a manner that demonstrates an understanding of the material.  Expect to spend at least 15 to 20 minutes highlighting the key elements and then spend the rest of the class period engaging students in a classroom discussion.  

POSSIBLE NEGATIVE 12 POINTS–Failure to attend class on presentation day will result in the subtraction of 1 point for each absence–no exceptions!  Because the presenters’ grades include points for class discussion, your failure to attend class and participate in discussion greatly hinders their ability to successfully sustain a spirited discussion of the material.  Keep in mind that your turn will come and your success hinges on the willingness of your fellow classmates to participate. 

Critical Argument Papers–A list of questions will be provided from which the student will choose two to research.  Each paper will provide a well-reasoned, well-argued position.  This is a research paper and will require appropriate source materials in support of the paper’s argument.

Final Exam–The final exam is a take-home, open-book/readings, open-notes exam.  The student may not consult with other students (including asking for class/lecture notes) or materials not assigned for the class in completing this exam.  All question arising from the completion of the final exam must be directed to the professor.  Exam questions will be given out on the last day of regular classes–no exceptions.  The exam is due in my office at the campus assigned time for the final exam for this class.  Remember that plagiarism or cheating will not be tolerated.  

Caveat:

The above schedule is only an outline and the instructor reserves the right to change the schedule to meet the demands of the course.

Addendum
Students Diagnosed with a Disability
All individuals who are diagnosed with a disability are protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. As such, you may be entitled to certain accommodations within this class. If you are diagnosed with a disability, please make an appointment to meet with Student Disability Services (SDS), 209 Alumni Hall, ext. 2137. All students with the necessary supporting documentation will be provided appropriate accommodations as determined by the SDS Office. 

It is entirely your responsibility to contact SDS and concurrently supply me with your accommodation plan, which will inform me exactly what accommodations you are entitled to. You will only receive accommodations once you provide me with an SDS accommodation plan.
Any previously recorded grades will not be changed.
Emergency Evacuation/Shelter-in Place Procedures
In the event of an emergency evacuation (i.e., fire or other emergency), classes meeting in this building are directed to reassemble at the IRC lobby so that all persons can be accounted for.  Complete details of the College’s emergency evacuation, shelter-in-place and other emergency procedures can be found at http://www.oneonta.edu/security

