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[image: image1.emf]The Making of the US Constitution

Learning the Lessons 

of History
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[image: image2.emf]In the beginning…



Jamestown (1607)—

instituted a 

representative 

assembly.



Plymouth (1620)—

Mayflower Compact.
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[image: image3.emf]Mayflower Compact



Did not set up a government.



Government has an important role in the 

organization of society and securing the 

safety of its members.



Consent of the people.



Served as a proto-type for future compacts.
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[image: image4.emf]More colonies established….



Great distance from the Mother country leads 

to autonomy and self-government.



Colonial laws secure individual rights against 

the infringement of government.



Colonists gain political experience.
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[image: image5.emf]British and Colonial Conflict



Sugar Act



Stamp Act



Boston Tea Party



Coercive Acts



British shut down 

Boston harbor
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[image: image6.emf]First Continental Congress



Resolution sent to King George III.



Require every colony to raise their own 

militia.



Boycott British products.



Encourage colonies to form “spy”

committees.



Represents an act of cooperation.
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[image: image7.emf]Second Continental Congress



Fighting breaks out between colonists and 

British troops.



George Washington is named head of the 

army.



Sent declaration to Parliament saying they 

desire a peaceful settlement.
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[image: image8.emf]Thomas Paine’s 

Common Sense



“A government of our own is our natural right:  

and when a man seriously reflects on the 

precariousness of human affairs, he will 

become convinced, that it is infinitely wiser 

and safer, to form a constitution of our own in 

a calm and deliberate manner, while we have 

it in our power, then to trust such an 

interesting event to time and chance.”
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[image: image9.emf]Declaring independence…



April 6, 1776—Second Continental Congress 

votes for free trade with all except Great 

Britain.



Urges all states to form their own 

governments.
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[image: image10.emf]Resolution of Independence



No legal significance.



But, it establishes credibility of the new 

nation in the eyes of foreign governments, as 

well as in the eyes of the colonists.



Establishing a legitimate government allows 

the colonists to raise money and troops.
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[image: image11.emf]Declaration of Independence



We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all Men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 

these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 

Happiness–That to secure these Rights, 

Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 

their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, 

that whenever any Form of Government becomes 

destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the 

People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 

Government . . . . 
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[image: image12.emf]Natural Law



A set of codes (rules, precepts) (a) intended 

by nature and grounded in some “higher” or 

“transcendent” reality, (b) which prescribes 

what should or should not be done, (c) which 

is universally binding upon all humans, and 

(d) which can be found by a rational 

examination of nature.
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[image: image13.emf]Natural rights



Rights inherent in natural law, not dependent 

on governments.



John Locke stated that natural law, being 

superior to human law, specifies certain 

rights of “life, liberty, and property.”
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[image: image14.emf]Philosophical basis:



Natural rights.



Natural laws.



Hobbes—government is based upon a 

contract among its members.



Greek democracy—government is based 

upon the consent of the people.
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[image: image15.emf]Rise of republicanism



Southerners want a strong central 

government.



New Englanders and Virginia are against a 

strong central government.



Republican sentiment—favors greater local 

rule.
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[image: image16.emf]Articles of Confederation



Our first form of government.



Weak central government.



Confederation—a political system in which states or 

regional governments retain ultimate authority 

except for those powers they expressly delegate to a 

central government.  A voluntary association of 

independent states, in which the member states 

agree to limited restraints on their freedom of action.
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[image: image17.emf]Articles of Confederation



Unicameral assembly of so-called ambassadors 

from each state.



No president.  Congress chose one of its members 

each year to fulfill that function.



When Congress in recess, an executive committee 

carried out business.



Committees and civil officers to carry out the general 

affairs of the United States.



Could regulate foreign affairs and establish coinage 

and weights.



Congress lacked an independent source of revenue.
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[image: image18.emf]Weaknesses of the Articles



Could not demand revenues from the states.



Congress could declare war, but lacked the financial 

resources to conduct a war.



No national court system.



Actions of Congress required the consent of nine 

states.



Amendments to the Articles required unanimous 

consent of the Congress and every state legislature.
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[image: image19.emf]Shay’s Rebellion
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[image: image20.emf]Why was Shay’s Rebellion 

a pivotal event?



Demonstrated that the central government 

could not protect the citizenry in an armed 

rebellion or provide adequately for the public 

welfare.



The nation’s political leaders realized that 

changes were necessary in the direction of a 

more powerful government.
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[image: image21.emf]Philadelphia Convention



Met in the state house, now called 

Independence Hall, to discuss revising the 

Articles.



A majority of the delegates were strong 

nationalists who wanted a central 

government with real power.
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[image: image22.emf]Virginia Plan



Bicameral legislature.



National executive branch elected by the 

legislature.



National court system created by the 

legislature.



Small states complain that it gives unfair 

advantage to large states.
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[image: image23.emf]New Jersey Plan



Congress could regulate trade and impose 

taxes.



Each state would have only one vote.



Acts of Congress would be the supreme law 

of the land.



Executive office of more than one person 

elected by Congress.
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[image: image24.emf]The Connecticut Plan:  

The Great Compromise



A lower house in which the number of 

representatives from each state would be 

determined by the number of people in the 

state.



An upper house which would have two 

members from each state;  the members 

would be elected by the state legislatures.



Solves the small/large state controversy.
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[image: image25.emf]The Three-fifths Compromise



How to account for slaves to determine 

representation and for tax purposes?



Three-fifths of slaves to be counted for 

representation and tax purposes.



Importation of slaves after 1808 prohibited.
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[image: image26.emf]Madisonian Model



Separation of powers.



Branches separated by function and power.



However, cooperation needed to govern.



Each branch can “check” the other.
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[image: image27.emf]Electoral College



Voters elect elector for the electoral college 

who then cast a vote for president and vice-

president.



Purpose:  to insulate the presidency from 

popular control.
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[image: image28.emf]Principles of the Final Document



Popular sovereignty, or control by the 

people.



Republican government in which people 

choose representatives.



Government limited by written laws.



Separation of powers with checks and 

balances between the branches.



A federal system that allows for states’ rights.
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[image: image29.emf]Ratification of the Constitution



Only 9 of the 13 states needed for 

ratification.



Federalists were in favor of, anti-federalist 

against ratification.



Bill of Rights proposed to amend the 

Constitution.
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[image: image30.emf]Altering the Constitution



Article V provides for the amending process.



Two formal methods for proposing 

amendments:  



2/3 vote in each house of Congress; 



A national convention called for the purpose 

of amending the Constitution.
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[image: image31.emf]Ratifying Amendments



Two formal methods for ratification:



Positive vote in 3/4 of the state legislatures.



Special state conventions, by a positive 3/4 

vote in each state.
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[image: image32.emf]Informal Methods of 

Constitutional Change



Brevity of the Constitution leaves room for 

congressional interpretation.



Presidential actions.



Judicial review.
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[image: image33.emf]Judicial Review



Permits the Supreme Court to declare acts of 

Congress unconstitutional.



Marbury v. Madison sets the precedent for 

judicial review.


	___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________


_1188886275.ppt


Thomas Paine’s Common Sense

		“A government of our own is our natural right:  and when a man seriously reflects on the precariousness of human affairs, he will become convinced, that it is infinitely wiser and safer, to form a constitution of our own in a calm and deliberate manner, while we have it in our power, then to trust such an interesting event to time and chance.”
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More colonies established….

		Great distance from the Mother country leads to autonomy and self-government.

		Colonial laws secure individual rights against the infringement of government.

		Colonists gain political experience.
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In the beginning…

		Jamestown (1607)—instituted a representative assembly.

		Plymouth (1620)—Mayflower Compact.
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The Making of the US Constitution

Learning the Lessons 

of History
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Mayflower Compact

		Did not set up a government.

		Government has an important role in the organization of society and securing the safety of its members.

		Consent of the people.

		Served as a proto-type for future compacts.
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First Continental Congress

		Resolution sent to King George III.

		Require every colony to raise their own militia.

		Boycott British products.

		Encourage colonies to form “spy” committees.

		Represents an act of cooperation.
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British and Colonial Conflict

		Sugar Act

		Stamp Act

		Boston Tea Party

		Coercive Acts

		British shut down Boston harbor
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Second Continental Congress

		Fighting breaks out between colonists and British troops.

		George Washington is named head of the army.

		Sent declaration to Parliament saying they desire a peaceful settlement.
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Articles of Confederation

		Our first form of government.

		Weak central government.

		Confederation—a political system in which states or regional governments retain ultimate authority except for those powers they expressly delegate to a central government.  A voluntary association of independent states, in which the member states agree to limited restraints on their freedom of action.
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Natural Law

		A set of codes (rules, precepts) (a) intended by nature and grounded in some “higher” or “transcendent” reality, (b) which prescribes what should or should not be done, (c) which is universally binding upon all humans, and (d) which can be found by a rational examination of nature.
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Resolution of Independence

		No legal significance.

		But, it establishes credibility of the new nation in the eyes of foreign governments, as well as in the eyes of the colonists.

		Establishing a legitimate government allows the colonists to raise money and troops.
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Declaring independence…

		April 6, 1776—Second Continental Congress votes for free trade with all except Great Britain.

		Urges all states to form their own governments.
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Declaration of Independence

		We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness–That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government . . . . 
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Philosophical basis:

		Natural rights.

		Natural laws.

		Hobbes—government is based upon a contract among its members.

		Greek democracy—government is based upon the consent of the people.
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Natural rights

		Rights inherent in natural law, not dependent on governments.

		John Locke stated that natural law, being superior to human law, specifies certain rights of “life, liberty, and property.”
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Rise of republicanism

		Southerners want a strong central government.

		New Englanders and Virginia are against a strong central government.

		Republican sentiment—favors greater local rule.










_1188886259.ppt


The Connecticut Plan:  

The Great Compromise

		A lower house in which the number of representatives from each state would be determined by the number of people in the state.

		An upper house which would have two members from each state;  the members would be elected by the state legislatures.

		Solves the small/large state controversy.
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Why was Shay’s Rebellion 

a pivotal event?

		Demonstrated that the central government could not protect the citizenry in an armed rebellion or provide adequately for the public welfare.

		The nation’s political leaders realized that changes were necessary in the direction of a more powerful government.
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Weaknesses of the Articles

		Could not demand revenues from the states.

		Congress could declare war, but lacked the financial resources to conduct a war.

		No national court system.

		Actions of Congress required the consent of nine states.

		Amendments to the Articles required unanimous consent of the Congress and every state legislature.
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Articles of Confederation

		Unicameral assembly of so-called ambassadors from each state.

		No president.  Congress chose one of its members each year to fulfill that function.

		When Congress in recess, an executive committee carried out business.

		Committees and civil officers to carry out the general affairs of the United States.

		Could regulate foreign affairs and establish coinage and weights.

		Congress lacked an independent source of revenue.
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Shay’s Rebellion









Horrid Spector of Anarchy, 1786

A frightened author pictured Daniel Shay and Job Shattuck, Teaders
of Shay's Rebellion, in a 1787 pamphlet dressed in uniforms with
sabers, artillery and a flag. Actually, the rebels were disorganized
and equipped with farm tools and hunting muskets. Rural unrest was
more yiide-spread than just Massschusetts. Every New England state
except Rhode Island suffered similar outbreaks

John Mack Faracher. Gt of Meay. Prentice Hall. 1997
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Virginia Plan

		Bicameral legislature.

		National executive branch elected by the legislature.

		National court system created by the legislature.

		Small states complain that it gives unfair advantage to large states.
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Philadelphia Convention

		Met in the state house, now called Independence Hall, to discuss revising the Articles.

		A majority of the delegates were strong nationalists who wanted a central government with real power.
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New Jersey Plan

		Congress could regulate trade and impose taxes.

		Each state would have only one vote.

		Acts of Congress would be the supreme law of the land.

		Executive office of more than one person elected by Congress.
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Principles of the Final Document

		Popular sovereignty, or control by the people.

		Republican government in which people choose representatives.

		Government limited by written laws.

		Separation of powers with checks and balances between the branches.

		A federal system that allows for states’ rights.
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Madisonian Model

		Separation of powers.

		Branches separated by function and power.

		However, cooperation needed to govern.

		Each branch can “check” the other.
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The Three-fifths Compromise

		How to account for slaves to determine representation and for tax purposes?

		Three-fifths of slaves to be counted for representation and tax purposes.

		Importation of slaves after 1808 prohibited.










_1188886256.ppt


Electoral College

		Voters elect elector for the electoral college who then cast a vote for president and vice-president.

		Purpose:  to insulate the presidency from popular control.
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Altering the Constitution

		Article V provides for the amending process.

		Two formal methods for proposing amendments:  

		2/3 vote in each house of Congress; 

		A national convention called for the purpose of amending the Constitution.
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Ratification of the Constitution

		Only 9 of the 13 states needed for ratification.

		Federalists were in favor of, anti-federalist against ratification.

		Bill of Rights proposed to amend the Constitution.
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Informal Methods of 

Constitutional Change

		Brevity of the Constitution leaves room for congressional interpretation.

		Presidential actions.

		Judicial review.
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Ratifying Amendments

		Two formal methods for ratification:

		Positive vote in 3/4 of the state legislatures.

		Special state conventions, by a positive 3/4 vote in each state.
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Judicial Review

		Permits the Supreme Court to declare acts of Congress unconstitutional.

		Marbury v. Madison sets the precedent for judicial review.










