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[image: image2.emf]Congressional candidates •Often self-selected.

•Parties recruit 

“quality candidates.”

•Run for lower offices 

first, builds political 

experience.
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[image: image3.emf]Patterns and Trends • Primary—appeal to party identifiers.

• Presidential years-”coattail effect.”

• Midterm elections-president’s party 

usually loses seats in Congress.

• Incumbency a powerful advantage.

• Desire for re-election strongest 

motivation behind activities of members 

of Congress.
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[image: image4.emf]Campaign Techniques •Utilizing the media.

•Meeting with 

constituents, giving 

talks to local clubs, 

etc.

•Sending newsletters.

•Credit claiming.

•Position taking.
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[image: image5.emf]Congressional Districting • Census every ten years.

• Reapportionment—the allocation of 

seats in the House of Representatives.

• Redistricting—the redrawing of the 

boundaries of the congressional districts 

within each state.

• Baker v. Carr (1962).

• Reynolds v. Sims (1964)  “one person, 

one vote.”
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[image: image6.emf]Gerrymandering • Gerrymandering–the drawing of legislative 

district boundary lines for the purpose of 

obtaining partisan or factional advantage.  A 

district is said to be gerrymandered when its 

shape is manipulated by the dominant party 

in the state legislature to maximize electoral 

strength at the expense of the minority party.

• Davis v. Bandemer (1986).

• Minority-majority districts—Voting rights Act 

of 1965.
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[image: image7.emf]Running for President •Two-stages:  primary 

and general elections.

•Primary systems:  

closed, open, and 

blanket.

•Winning primaries 

early on.
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[image: image8.emf]Electoral College • Vote for an elector.

• Electors are apportioned based on state 

population.

• Electors cast their ballots in December 

at their respective state house.

• Candidate must have at least 270 votes.

• Too few votes, race is decided by 

Congress.

• Criticisms:  candidates with only a 

plurality have won; candidates focus on 

states with the most electoral votes.


	___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

	Slide 9
	
[image: image9.emf]Money and Politics in 2008 •$503 million spent by 

527’s.

•House seat average--

$1.1 million.

•Senate seat average--

$5.6 million.

•McCain--$333 million.

•Obama--$730 million.
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[image: image10.emf]Sources of Campaign Funds • Individual donors.

• Political Action Committees.

• Candidates.

• Independent spending-”527s 

Committees.”

• Political parties and “soft money.”

• Public funding.
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Campaign Techniques

		Utilizing the media.

		Meeting with constituents, giving talks to local clubs, etc.

		Sending newsletters.

		Credit claiming.

		Position taking.
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Congressional candidates

		Often self-selected.

		Parties recruit “quality candidates.”

		Run for lower offices first, builds political experience.
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Patterns and Trends

		Primary—appeal to party identifiers.

		Presidential years-”coattail effect.”

		Midterm elections-president’s party usually loses seats in Congress.

		Incumbency a powerful advantage.

		Desire for re-election strongest motivation behind activities of members of Congress.
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Gerrymandering

		Gerrymandering–the drawing of legislative district boundary lines for the purpose of obtaining partisan or factional advantage.  A district is said to be gerrymandered when its shape is manipulated by the dominant party in the state legislature to maximize electoral strength at the expense of the minority party.

		Davis v. Bandemer (1986).

		Minority-majority districts—Voting rights Act of 1965.
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Congressional Districting

		Census every ten years.

		Reapportionment—the allocation of seats in the House of Representatives.

		Redistricting—the redrawing of the boundaries of the congressional districts within each state.

		Baker v. Carr (1962).

		Reynolds v. Sims (1964)  “one person, one vote.”
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Electoral College

		Vote for an elector.

		Electors are apportioned based on state population.

		Electors cast their ballots in December at their respective state house.

		Candidate must have at least 270 votes.

		Too few votes, race is decided by Congress.

		Criticisms:  candidates with only a plurality have won; candidates focus on states with the most electoral votes.
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Running for President

		Two-stages:  primary and general elections.

		Primary systems:  closed, open, and blanket.

		Winning primaries early on.
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Money and Politics in 2008

		$503 million spent by 527’s.

		House seat average--$1.1 million.

		Senate seat average--$5.6 million.

		McCain--$333 million.

		Obama--$730 million.
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Sources of Campaign Funds

		Individual donors.

		Political Action Committees.

		Candidates.

		Independent spending-”527s Committees.”

		Political parties and “soft money.”

		Public funding.
























