 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1____________________________________________________________________________

POLS 121  American Government
______________________________________________________________________________

Spring 2009





Professor Janet Day

MWF 11:00 to 11:50, Fitzelle 316


Office: Fitzelle Hall 412

Office Hours: M,W 9:00 to 10:45; and by appointment








Phone:  436-2754








Email: dayje@oneonta.edu



Required Texts 

Coleman, J., K. Goldstein, and W. Howell. Understanding American Politics and Government.  Longman/Prentice Hall, 2009.

New York Times–online at nytimes.com

Course Description

This course is a study of the American political system. Particular focus will be given to actual case studies that highlight the American political system in practice. The course format will include reading assignments, lectures, group discussions, a U.S. Congress simulation, and written assignments.  Recommended for students who want a basic general course in American government or who plan to take 200-level POLS courses. Required for the political science major.

Course Objectives 


Students will gain knowledge of the fundamentals of the American government system and acquire an understanding of the actual workings of its political processes. To that end, in addition to lectures and textbook readings, students are expected to read The New York Times daily and complete the associated assignments.  The lectures and the textbook will help to develop concepts and identify political processes and behaviors while the homework assignments are designed to encourage the application of this knowledge to actual current events.  We will conclude the semester with a congressional simulation exercise in which students will take on the role of particular members of Congress.  Assigned to committees, students will design legislation and debate the merits of its passage in a mock Congress.  This interactive simulation is intended to demonstrate the legislative process and the inherent difficulties in passing legislation.  


Successful completion of this course includes regularly attending lecture, staying on top of the daily readings, handing in homework on time and participating in class discussions.  Many class meetings will include a discussion in which students will share their views on current events and the topics covered in the daily readings. Students need to be prepared for class discussion by completing that day’s readings and having read the newspaper prior to attending class.  The New York Times is available free to students in the dormitories or accessed online. 

Discussion of current political events is a regular component of each class period.  Students should feel free to express their ideas and thoughts without fear of censure.  It is expected that each student will treat the instructor and his or her fellow students with respect.
Class attendance is an important part of learning so class attendance will be taken daily; however, attendance will not constitute any part of the student’s grade.  Students who attend class regularly always perform better than those who do not.  The format of this course makes regular class attendance imperative.  Lectures supplement the readings and provide an opportunity to ask questions in class.  Learning is also a cooperative endeavor and thus your presence is important, to you and your fellow students, for group discussions and class activities.  If, despite regular class attendance, you find you are having difficulties with the material, it is the student’s responsibility to meet with the instructor to explore possible solutions.


There will be four quizzes throughout the semester covering the textbook material up to that day’s assigned reading.  Unfortunately, incentives are necessary to keep students on track.


There will be three exams.  Exams will be a combination of multiple choice and short-answer questions.  This format permits a comprehensive evaluation of a student’s understanding of the subject that goes beyond mere memorization of facts.  To assist in studying for exams, Study Questions will be provided and there will be an in-class study session before each exam.  If you are able to answer completely all of the questions in the study question guides, actively participate in the study session, and study sufficiently well, you should perform well on the exams.

Course Calender–Lectures, Readings, Homework, and Exams
January 14
Introduction, discussion of simulation, and Ideology Survey.




January 16
Lecture: Politics, Government, and Political Values.

Reading: CGH, pp. 1-19

January 19
Lecture: Politics, Government, and Political Values.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 22-58

January 21
Lecture: Historical Development of the Ideas That Led to the Creation of the U.S. Constitution.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 62-76; and pp. 228-247

January 23
Lecture: The Creation of the U.S. Constitution.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 76-84

January 26
Lecture:  The Creation of the U.S. Constitution.

Reading:  Handouts for simulation.  

January 30
Lecture: The Creation of the U.S. Constitution.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 84-98

February 2
Lecture: The Ratification of the U.S. Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.

February 4 and 6 No Class

February 9

Member Selection Sheet Due
Lecture: Types of Governmental Systems, and “Why Federalism?”

Reading:  CGH, pp. 102-108

February 11

Lecture:  Constitutional Basis for Federalism 

Reading:  CGH, pp. 108-119

February 13
Lecture: Types of Federalism, and Historical Development of Federalism.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 119-128

February16
Lecture:  Historical Development of Federalism.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 128-135

February 18

Lecture: The Supreme Court and Federalism

February 20
Member Profile Due
Video: “Deciding Who Decides.” (Federalism)

March 2
Movie:   “Eye on the Prize.” (Civil Rights)

Reading:  CGH, pp. 182-196

March 4
Study Session

March 6

First Exam   Politics and government, political values, ideology, the making of the US Constitution and Bill of Rights, and federalism
March 9
Lecture:  CGH, pp. 197-218

Reading:  The Meaning of Civil Rights.

March 11    Mid-Term Grades Due
Lecture: The Nationalization of the Bill of Rights, and the Meaning of Civil Liberties. 

Reading:  CGH, pp. 138-164

March 13
Lecture: The Judicial System.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 514-528

March 16
Lecture: The Judicial Decision Making.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 528-540

March 18
Lecture: Media and Politics

Reading:  CGH, pp. 326-357

March 20
Lecture:  Campaigns and Elections.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 286-303

Due: Congressional Member Memo Assignment
March 23

Lecture: Electoral System.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 303-322

March 25
Lecture: Political Parties, and “Why Do We Have a Two-Party System?”

Reading:  CGH, pp. 362-378; and pp.  385–395

March 27
Lecture: Roles of the President.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 476-489

March 30
Lecture: Powers of the President, and Presidential Succession.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 490-511

April 1
Study Session

April 3

Second Exam: Civil rights, civil liberties, the judiciary, media, electoral system, political parties and campaigns

April 15
Lecture: Interest Groups and Interest Group Strategies

Reading:  CGH, pp. 408-436

April 17
Lecture: Congress-Its Function and Powers; Congress–Its Norms, and the Committee System.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 439-462

Interest Group Assignment DUE
April 20
Lecture: How a Bill Becomes Law.

Reading:  CGH, pp. 462-472

Simulation: First Party Caucus

Reading:

Legislation Worksheet and Rationale for why your member would support your proposed legislation DUE
April 22
Simulation: First Committee Meeting

Bill Justification and “Dear Colleague” Letter DUE
April 24
Simulation: Second Committee Meeting

NOTE: FINAL VERSION OF LEGISLATION VOTED OUT OF COMMITTEE IS DUE IN MY OFFICE BY TUESDAY@ 1:00

April 27
Second Party Caucus



April 29
Simulation: Full House Session

Co-sponsors Due
May 1
Simulation: Full House Session

May 4
Simulation: Full House Session

May 6
Constituency Newsletter and Personal Reflections Due
Study Session

May 11 @ 2:00
Third Exam: The presidency, interest groups, and Congress 

Exams

Each exam will have a multiple choice section and a short-answer section.  These exams are worth 100 points each–20 points for multiple choice, 80 points for four short answer essays. 

Readings and Quizzes

All assigned readings should be completed before class each day.  There will be four  quizzes throughout the semester covering the assigned readings.  Unfortunately, incentives are necessary to keep students on track with their daily work.

Homework

Only word processed papers will be accepted– NO EXCEPTIONS.   Spelling and grammar are important considerations in the grading of homework assignments.  Misspellings and poor grammar will result in the loss of points.  


Homework is due at the beginning of class–NO EXCEPTIONS!  For example, if class begins at 11:00 AM, then the homework is due at 11:00 AM.  DO NOT send me your homework by email.  It is your responsibility to print out your homework and hand it in to me.  If you hand in your homework late, any time after the start of class, you will be penalized 5 points for each 24 hour period, including weekends.  Take note of the special rules during the Congressional Simulation concerning the acceptance of work.
Simulation

The simulation is an interactive activity that requires you to be present and to participate if it is to be successful.  Consequently, there are different rules that must be followed by all students.  To receive credit for participation in the congressional simulation, you must be present and engaged in the process– NO EXCEPTIONS!  Any written work linked to particular activities during the simulation can only be accepted for grading if the student was actually present and engaged with that day’s activities- NO EXCEPTIONS!
General Policies

Late assignments will be penalized except under the most extraordinary circumstances.  Extraordinary circumstances include: hospitalization of the student, death of a spouse, offspring or parent.  All excuses for missed work requires documentation from the appropriate source(s) and the instructor reserves the right to accept the excuse. Only under the most extraordinary circumstances can exams be made up.  It is highly recommended that the student contact the instructor at the earliest possible time in event that work cannot be completed on time.  Any materials or lecture notes that are missed due to unexcused absences should be obtained from a fellow student.









Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any paper that is found to be plagiarized will receive a zero for that paper and the offense will be reported (as required by the college’s policy on academic honesty) to the Office for Judicial Affairs for further investigation and punishment.  Any student caught cheating on an exam will receive a zero for the exam and the offense will be reported to the Office for Judicial Affairs for further investigation and punishment.

Grading
Total Points for the Semester 800


Quizzes   Total Points 40


Exams Total Points 300


Homework

100 The New York Times Journal


50 Candidate Memo


50 Interest Group


Simulation Total Points 260

70 Participation

30 Profile

75 Proposed Legislation

25 Bill Justification

25 “Dear Colleague” Letter

10 Two Co-sponsors

25 Constituency Newsletter


Course Grading

A
732 and above

C
573 to 612


A-
715 to 731


C-
555 to 572


B+
693 to 714


D+
533 to 554


B
653 to 692


D
493 to 532


B-
635 to 652


D-
475 to 492


C+
613 to 634


E
474 or less

Caveat


The above schedule is only an outline.  The instructor reserves the right to change the schedule to meet the demands of the course.

