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Method

Design


 The study was a simple experiment, examining the effects of Color of Paper (Blue vs. White) on test performance.

Participants


 The participants were 47 students (27 women and 20 men) enrolled in a section of an introductory psychology course at SUNY-Oneonta.

Materials


Dependent Variable: Test.  The test (see Appendix A) consisted of 50 multiple-choice questions dealing with the topics of sensation and perception, learning, and memory.


Independent Variable: Color of Paper.  The test was printed on 20 lb paper, colored either blue or white.

Procedure

On the date of the test, an equal number of blue and white tests were randomly placed face-down on the desks of the classroom.  A seat assignment chart was projected on a screen at the front of the room, along with instructions for students to take their assigned seats, and not to turn over their tests until instructed to do so.  At precisely three minutes after the start time of the class, the instructor closed the door, and told the students to turn over their tests and begin.  She informed them that they could turn in their tests as soon as they had finished.  

