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HA B ; A .
COMBAT IN EUROPE by Major Quentin W. Schillare, U

202 pages.

examines the fight for the Main River
city of Aschaffenburg In the closlng weeks of World War II In Europe.
It Investigates the reasons why 1t took moblle and well supported
elements of the U.S. Army ten days to subdue a defendlng German
military force that was very much milltla Iin character. After
setting the battle in the context of Nazl Germany and the
Aschaffenburg region just prlor to the fight, the study takes the
reader through the battle day-by-day describing the struggle and
eatapllaning the reasons why it was so prolonged.

The study groups the reasons for the successful German defensgse into
three categories: terrain, operational factors and behavioral
determinants. It establishes that the terraln favored the defenders
with the town located across the Main River from the attackers so
that they were forced into frontal assaults. Granting favorable
defensive terraln, it was not until a numerlcaily superlor attacking
force enveloped the urban defenses, under the cover of massive fire
gupport, that the Americans galned the upper hand. The study further
demonstrates the impact of the concept of the will to win on military
operations, even in a hopeieas cause.

The Battie of Aschaffenburg addresses European urban combat In the
context of World War II and concludes that the factors relevant to

success then are stili{ applicable. An attacker must carefully plan
operatlons [n urbanlzed terrain, follow doctrine and be physically
and mentally prepared for a dlfflcult flight.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The German situation map of the QberKommandg der Wehrmacht
(QKW> (the German Armed Forces High Command) on 25 March did not

present a very encouraging picture. In the east the Scoviet Acmy
was advancing with four fropts, In Italy the Allled 15th Army Group
was in the foothllls of the Alps, and In the west the defenses of
the Reich were ruptured and German forces were falling back
everywhere.' Untl! the Allied crossing of the Rhine, the German
plan had been to aggressively counterattack the Russian threat in
the east to slow the drive on Berl!n, while simultanecusly holding
the tine in the west.* Now that strategy was !n disarray and
atter six years of war the human, econom!c and psychological

resources of Nazi Germany were nearly depleted.

The Allles in the west were as optimistic as the Germans
were pessimistic. The Westwyal]l (Slegfried Line) was overwhelmea
and the Rhine River crossed. Allied units were advancing steadiiy
all along the front. In mid March the plan for the final
destruction of German mllitary forces in the west had been
implemented. This plan envisioned the encirclement and destruction
of German forces in the Ruhr by the US First and US Ninth Armies,
and an all-out drive through the center of Germany to the
Leipzlg-Dresden area by the US Flrst, Third and Ninth Armies,

halting at the Elbe. Simu!taneously, the British Second and the



Canadian First Armies, protectlng the northern flank, made a
northern crossing of the Elbe and were dashing to the Danish
border, while the US Sixth Army Group, protecting the southern

flank, drove through southern Germany to Austria.®

Within this atrategic context the forces of the belligerents
fought the dally life and death struggles that make up the fabric
of war. The Allles, especlally the Americans, haa vast superiority
In men and materlel over thel!r German adversary who was deficlent
in the wherewithall to flght a modern war. The von Rundstedt
Offensive (The Battle of the Bulge) had depleted the last strategic
reserves available to the Wehrmacht. What faced the Aliles were
remnants of once-powerful Wehrmacht units, with Inferior manpower
and lnadequate equipment. East of the Rhine the Germans had ontly
60 under-strength divisions to cppose 86 wel|-equlipped ﬁ]l!ed
divigions suppllied by the largest combat service support
organization ever know in warfare.® Against this backdrop stanas
one of the smali paradoxes that often occur in war, where a

geemingly Inferlor defender reslsts a superior attacker.

Beginning on 25 March 1945, elements of four US divisions
successlively fought for ten days to capture the Maln Rjver town of
Aschaffenburg, a part of the Wetteray-Majn-Tayber Line, an
integrated defengive line that ran for 120 kilometers in
gouth-central Germany.® Combat Command Aschaffenburg (KKA trom the
german Kampfkommando Aschaffenburg) was an eciectlc combination of

soldiers and clvilians drawn from replacement units, convalescing



goldlers, hastlly-mustered volkgsturm ¢(home guard), police, civil
defense and Naz! Party functionaries. Together they resisted
battle-tested American infantry supported by tanks, englneers,

artillery and fighterbombers for much longer than expected.

The fight for Aschaffenburg wag as bltter as It was
proionged. At least In the eyes of the attacker |t was unnecessary
and many US veterans of the struggle cannot understand why the
defenders fought so hard for so long.* The central question of
this study will be to answer that question, "Why did it take the
Americans ten days to capture the city of Aschaffenburg in March
and Aprcil 19457?* The study will examine the battle from the
perspective of both the attacker and the defender, looking at the
environmental, operational and behavioral factors that generated

the combat power of each side, and suppllied the will to employ It.

The battle and its cutcome became relevant ln late 1984, as
an increased urban terroriat threat in Europe caused US milltary
authorities in Aschaffenburg to lnvestigate how the clty could be
defended from any threat. Because the area had been heavily
defended in World War [I, research into how |t was done seemed a
logical place to atart. The results of that investigation led to

this thesis.

Recounting the story of the battle is important today beyond
its value ag a combat narrative of WWII. Aschaffenburg had a

wartime popuilation of 38,000, about the size of many urban centers



that the US Army may defend under 1ts NATO committment to Western
Europe. The Battle of Aschaffenburg is signlflcant téday as an
example of the techniques of miiltary operatlons in urban terraln
(MOUT>. Much has changed In miilitary operations in the past forty
three years, but |t will be the Intention of this study to
demonstrate that the fighting In the Spring of 1945 is as relevant
today as it was when eiements of the US Seventh Army faced Combat
Command Aschaffenburg, If the US Army ls to apply its AirLand
Battle doctrine agalnst the threat in Europe it will, very often,

have to synchronize combat power In urban terrain to fight apnd win.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The fighting around Aschaffenburg was a very small part of
the mosaic that was Worid War II In March and April 1945.
Fighting raged in the Pacific, In the Medlterranean, in eastern
Europe, as well as throughout the Western Front.” Rumors abounded
of the weakening of the Axis will to resist, and reports of peace
teelers made their way to Allied capitals. Because of itg limited
importance the battle for Agschaffenburg did not command much long

term interest,

The struggle was mentioned In contemporary news accounts.
Reports of the fightlng were a part of the recap of dally
operations that appeared |n the major newspapers In the Unitea

States, Great Brltain and elsewhere, Even these brief accounts



comment on the bltter and prolonged nature of the confllct, and
they were perlodlically accompanied by more cetailed dispatches from
war correspondents writing of the struggle through the eyes ot
particlpants. The character of the fightling was such that it made
an impresaion on even those with a broad view of the war.
Secretary of War Stimson made thls comment at his weekly news
conference on 7 Aprll 1945:

There 18 a lesson with respect to (flghtling to

the end] in Aschaffenburg. There Nazi fanatlcs

uged the visible threat of two hangings to

compel German soldiers and civllians to fight

for a week, After a week of fighting, during

which the clty was reduced to rubble and many

Germans lost thelr lives, the Inevitable took

place and the Nazl fanatic® ran up the whlte

flag and surrendered to our veteran 45th

Infantry Division.®
But in the end the fighting In Aechatffenburg was a relatlively

insignificant part of a long war and it3 rencwn short-|lved.

Although It lasted for ten days, the Aschaffenburg battie
was a rejatively small action and 1s not accorded much space In
most accounts of the war. However, adequate documented sources
exist to plece together what happened. In addition toc the news
acgounts mentioned above there are other contemporary accounts.
The QKW mentloned the fight In several dispatches that appear :n
war archives, And several documents published by the German
defenderdg stlll exist, elther in the origlnal In the Aschaftenburg

city archive, or In copy In US and German accounts of the battle.



The daily logs and Journals of the units participating in
the battle contaln much detail of the flght. Because of the state
of most German unlts at the end of the war the combat Journals of
the Wehrmacht units which fought in the battle are not avallable.
But accounts of the actions of those units are avallable, at least
in part, from the historical narratives complled by the Unlted
States Army Europe Historical Division from 1946 to 1954. The
Higtorical Divigion encouraged officer prisoners to write of thelr
experiences, and at |east something of esach German unit division
and higher is ocutlilned. These reports contain information on the

atate of the units and narratlves of thelr day-to-gay activities,

The reports of the Amer!can units, daily Journals, G-2 andg
G~3 reports and after action reports compllied at the end of the war
still exist. A review of the documents of the divisions, corps,
armies and army group$8 !nvolved give an accurate picture of the
disposition of forces, thelr composition and some indication of the
actions In which they took part. These war documents are fleshed
out, in some cases, by the unofficial unit histories published by
most American units immediately after the war. Although they often
have small lnaccuracies ln detall, and show an understandable pias

agalnst the former enemy, they contaln much valuable Information.

For a battle as small as that in Aschaffenburg the Army
"Green Books" and other official histories supply |limited

information. They are, for the most part, complilatlons from the



sources mentlioned above and provide little new lnformation to the

researcher who has access tc unit histories and logs.

The best source of anecdotal accounts of fightlng is always
from partlcipants. Although partliclpants usually do not have the
broad perapective of an hlstorlan, thelr narratlves contaln detalls
found nowhere else. In the years since the battle many accounts
have appeared. On the German side the best sources are the
newspapers and perlodicals In Aschaffenburg and the Main-Franken
region of Germany. Since the battle was of such significance to
the local population, there have been repeated newspaper articles
to mark the anniversary throughout the years. Particlipants are

often interviewed and articles written about the Nazi era.

Currently, the most comprehensive account of the battle is
by Dr. Alols Stadtmueller, an Aschaffenburg hlstorian. Using both
Amerlcan and German sources Dr., Stadtmueiler wrote three works on
the war,® All provide valuable Information on the confllct from a

German perspective,

Another source of Information |s monographs wrltten Dy
veterans of the flght. In the archlves of the US Army Infantry
School, the 45th Infantry Division Museum, and varlous veterans
groups lie narratives of the battle as seen from the foxhole ievel.
These flesh out the official histories. There also exist brief
accounts in the blographies and autobiographies of Elsenhower,

Bradley, Patton and other senior US commanders at the time.



Perhaps the most fascinating accounts of the struggle are
perscnal interviews and letters from the participants. The
intervening forty three years have done |ittie to dim their
memor |es of the fight, Whether they are German or Amerlican, they
remember the way |t was and provide texture that s often missing

in officlal and unofficlal repocts.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research question is "Why did it take the Americans ten
days to capture the city of Aschaffenburg in March and April 1945?"
To answer it took two research efforta. The first was a search of
llterature to provide a narrative of the struggle between 25 March
and 3 April 1945. The second was the development of a paradigm to
analyze the narratlive and discover why it took ten days for a
powerful, veteran American infantry force to overcome a seemingly

weak combination of military remnants and civiliang.

The author was stationed In Aschaffenburg for four years and
did much preliminary research during that time. Articles in local
newspapers and the histories of the battle by Dr. Stadtmueller
provided the foundation for research. In addition to U.S8. and
German printed sources, the flles of the city archives supplied
much valuable information. Personal! interviews with local
participants and with visiting Amerlcan veterans helped bullid a

working knowledge of the battle.



The primary document source in the Unlted States was the
Combined Arms Research Library at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. The
World War Il collectlons, both U.S. and German, contain a lot In a
centralized location. Where holes exist in the literature, the
networking with other record despositorles, such as the Natlonal
Archives and the U.S. Milltary History Instltute, was helpful.
Several of the U.S. units that participated in the battle either
are stlll active, or have active veteran‘s assoclations that
malntaln records, or keep In contact with veterans of the battle,
The 45th Infantry Division Museum in Okiahoma Clty, and the 4th

Armored Division Association provided information,

What German mliltary records stlil exlist from that era are
In two places, the U.S. National Archives, Washington, D.C. and the
German Bundesarchive-Mllitaerarchlv In Freiburg, West Germany.
German documents from both repositorlies are avallable In the CARL.
Basic¢ transiation of German language material was done by the
author, but valuable assiatance with translation was coordlnated
with both the German lialson sectlion and the Combat Studles
Institute at the Command and General Staff College, Ft.

Leavenworth, Kansas.

Bullding on the literature search, the background for the
analysis came from two sources. The first |s the guantitative
methodology developed by historlian Trevor N. Dupuy and detalled in

his books Numbers, Prediction and War,*® and Upderstanding War,'*

Although this study does not use a strictly gquantitatlve approach



to answering the research questlon, Dupuy‘s works do provide a
structured manner to look at the probiem. The other source is a
monograph from the U.S. Army Human Englneerling Laboratory, Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Maryland, dealling with clty combat.** For most of
the battle, Aschaffenburg was city combat and the structure of this

study iends itseif to the work at hand.

THESIS ORGANIZATION

Chapter Two discusses Aschaffenburg in 1945, its history,
ite readiness as a fortress city, why it was aignificant, and why
it was an lmportant obJective for Amerlcan forces. The chapter
will describe the area, climate, weather, terrain and manmade

features that made it worthy of such a determined military action.

Chapter Three focuses on the tactical preparation taken by
the combatants to prepare for the battle; the actions taken by the
Garmang as a part of totaienkrieq to defend this part of the Reich,
and those of their adversary to subdue the city. It details the
war from the perspective of each side, and telis of the existing
gituation on that fateful Sunday in March 1945. [t describes how
the Germans planned to resist with a determlned defense of the
built up area, supported by a Serles of outposts to give the city a
defense In depth and relates how the inltial half-hearted American

attempts to overwheim the defenses had to be followed by a resclute
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assault on the “Cassino on the Maln." Each side ls analyzed In
regards to its forces, relative combat power, combat multipllers,
logistical support and the behavlioral factors that determined the
ievel of combat from the first day. It sets the stage for later
analysis detalling the characteristics of urban combat as they
apply in general, and as they applled in Aaschaffenburg in March and

April 1945,

Chapter Four describes the battle ltself, the day-to-day
struggle from the perspectlve of both sldes. It covers the four
phages of the battle: Engagement (25-26 March), Equillbrlum (27-28

March), Attritlon (28-30 March), Reductlion (31 March - 3 Aprll>.

The last chapter concludes the thesis by providing a summacy
of the answer to the research questlion of wpy It took so long for a
powerful attacker to defeat a weak defender. It focuses on the
enviconmental, operational and behavioral determinants that

characterized the battle,

Following the formal portion of the thesis is the appendix
which contains a giossary of terms, a chronology of the perioa
covered by the study, order of battle information, and a

bibl lography.
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CHAPTER 2
ASCHAFFENBURG IN 1949

Introductlion

For a proper appreciatlon of the events of the Spring of
1945 an introduction is necessary. This chapter presents an
overview of the clty, its history, geography, political climate ana
military significance. The intentlon is to put the military

activity discussed later in context.

fllgtorical Context

Because of its position on cne of the major waterways of
western Europe, Aschaffenburg has always been of milltary
signlficance. It has been occupled by many conquerers and
colonlizers, and around the city it !s possible to find ruins of a
Ceitic fort, a Roman bath, medieval hattlements, and more recent
examples of miiltary architecture. Al}l bear witness to the rich

military history of the city.

As part of the domain of the Prince-Bishop of Mainz,
Aschaffenburg suffered repeated attack during the religious wars of
the Reformation., In 1547, and again ln 1552, it was partially
destroyea durlng the Schmalkaidian War. In the winter of 1631-32
Gustavus Adoiphus, one of the developers of modern warfare, forced
the capitulation of the town with little difflculty on his way to

capture Mainz during the Thirty Years War.* In 1743, during the
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War of the Austrian Succession, King George II of England left the
town to lead hls army against the French In the Battle of
Dettingen, eight kllometers away.* In 1805, the lInd Corps
(Marmont) of Napoleon’s Grand Armee passed through the town on its
way toc the masterful concentration and gqreat strategic victory at
Uim.®* The foilowing year Napolein himself spent time in the town
on his way to sweep the Prussians from the fleld at the Battie of
Jena/Auerstadt.* As members of the Rhine Confederation,
Aschaffenburgers fought with Napoleon in Austria and Russia. Later
they formed a part of the fleeing Napoleonic army defeated at Hanau
In 1813. OGne of the majJor wars of German unification, the
Austro-Prusslan War of 1866, had one of its later battles In the
clty, when Prussians and their North German Allles defeated the
Austrlans and troops from their South German supporting states.®
From that time untll March of 1945 Aschaffenburg did not see an
invading enemy, but memoriais indicate the part played oy
Aschaftfenpburgers In the Franco-Prusslan War (1870-71), the Boxer
Rebellion of 1900, the Flrst World War (1914-18), and the Spanlsh
Civil War (1936-39). This milltary hlstory was prologue to the
events of the Spring of 1945, and relates gomething of the martial

tradition of the city.

Agchaffenburg sits on the outside of a great bend of the
Main River about forty mlles upriver from Frankfurt (Flgure 1),
Called "The Gate to the Spessarts’, the town |les on a bluff on the

east bank of the river with the forested foothllls of the Spessart
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Mountains surrounding the town on the north, east and south. The
city |s dominated by two man-made objects, the Schloss
Johannisburg, an early 17th Century Rennalssance palace once a
summer home of the Prince-Bishops of Mainz, and the 10th Century
Stiftskirche, a Roman Cathollc papal basilica sitting on the

highest point in the city, the Dahlberg.

In 1936 the city and the surrounding towns in Landkrels
dschaffenburg (Aschaffenburg County) had a population of 36,260,
but six years of war had Increased it to ln excess of 38,000 by the
Spring of 1945. The county has 15 towns (Figure 2) on both sides
of the river and was an important transportation center. A hub of
navigation on the Main River system, the lndustrial output of the
area moved from the harbor area in Lelder. Two major roads met in
the center of the clty, Relchstrasse 8, the Frankfurt-Nuremberg
road, and Relichstragse 26, the Darmstadt- Bamberg road. Several
rail lines of the Reichsbahn connected the city to Frankfurt,

Darmstadt, Miltenberg and Wurzburg.

In addition to being a transportation hub, Aschaffenburg was
an industrial center, with its chief trade in coal, stone,
cellulose, paper, furniture and chemicals.* As with all German
¢ities its size, It boasted several breweries and served as the
market town for the southern Spessarts. As will be discussed
below, the transportatlion network and industrial capaclty made the

area a military tacget.
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Geography

In regards to the military aspects of terrain, Aschaffenburg
In 1945 had both strengths and weaknesses as a defenslve position.
Among 1ts strengths were: Its locatlion on the far side of a major
river from the most |lkely enemy avenue of approﬁch, only three
bridges acrcss the rlver near the clty, lts position as part of an
integrated defensive syatem, lts flanks and rear protected by
tormidable terraln, and good routes to the east to provide
resupply, reinforcement and evacuation.” On the negatlve slde
major high speed avenuea of approach lead directly to the city, the
Main River, although not fordable, |ls oniy 100 meters wide in sSome
areas, and flat land along the east bank of the river to the south
of the city could provide the location for an enemy lodgement.
iowever, granting a strong defense of the river llne, viable
flanks, and continued access to the east, the terraln in

Aschaffenburg favors the defender.

The terraln ltself |s heterogeneous, ranging from steep,
heav]ly-wooded hills to flat, grass-covered river and stiream
bottoms.® The -county follows a satellite pattecrn, with the city of
Aschaffenpurg serving as the central hub, surrounded with smaller,
celatively-dependent, bullt-up areas and rural gettiements along
the Main and in the Spessarts (Flgure 2)., With the exceptlon of
the Main fiood plain, and ailong the larger streams, the topography
Is rolling and rlses steadily into the Spessarts on the north, east

and south. From an elevation of 110 meters near the rlver to in
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excess ot 420 meters to the southeast, the land forms a bow!

enclosing the city on three sldes,

On the west side of the river the land is flat and open or
lightly wooded for several kllometers from the rlver making good
observation and fire possible. The only substantlal cover is in
the towns, and |n Schoenbusch Park at the base of the salient
formed by the bend of the river around the Nilkhelm-Lelder area.
Land In that area s agrilcultural and there are only a few towns on
the west bank: Stockgtadt, an industrial and rall town in the
north; Lelder, several score houses along the main street leading
to the river port; Nilkhelm, a cluster of bulldings near an
airfield; the Selbert Works, a large steel| fabrication complex;
Grossostheim, an lndustrial town In the south. There are few
natural obstacles to movement on the west bank. The flat terrain
la sparsely wooded and covered with many farm and logging roads
which ald movement to the river. The only key terrain features are
the towns and Schoenbusch Park, and they are easlily bypassed cn
foot or in vehicles, The main avenues of approach to the city on
the west bank are from the west along Route 26 from Darmstadt
through Babenhausen, up civer from the northwest from Offenbach Dy
way of Seligenstadt, and down river from the Miltenberg area
through Obernberg. All three are serviced by good all-weather
roads. Militarily, any engagement on the west bank of the Main In
this area would favor the attacker. A defender would have to make

extensive use of fleld fortificatlons, man-made obstacles and
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commit large numbers of troops to effectively stop a determined

attacker.

The analysis of the terraln on the east slde of the river
outside the clity can be divided into three segments: the area to
the north delimited by the river In the west and the Aschaffenburg-
Wurzburg rail line In the east: that between the rallroad and Route

8 In the sast; and that from Route 8 to the rlver in the south.

In the northern segment the land along the river ls flat and
cpen from Kleinosthelm through Mainaschaff to the outskirts of the
city, offering good observation and fire, but littie cover and
conqealmsnt except In the bullt up areas. Several small! streams
and the rail |ines hamper movement, but Route 8 provides the best
avenue of approach (nto the city on the east bank of the rlver. As
you leave the river and proceed nocth, with the exception of the
land adjacent to Aschaff Brook, the slope Increases ana hinders
movement. The high ground nocth of Strietwald, Glattbach and
Hoesbach offers good observat!on of the city, but it |s too far
from the city for anything except indirect fire. The forests ana
the folds in the terrain offer excellent cover and conceaiment in
the area airectly north of the city. Obstacles ln this segment
consist of the steep hills, bullt up areas and the Aschaff. The
rail line is at ground level to the west, but is elevated in the
east and represents a major obstacle to north-south movement.
Secondary avenues of approach into the city center from the nocth

are along the roads into Damm, Goldbach and Hoesbach. Route 26,
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the Aschaffenburg-Wurzburg highway which runs on the north gide of
the river, sits in a maJor movement corridor from the east. The
terrain in this segment favors the defender in that the approach to
the city ls through narrow valleys and down steep slopes which can
be easily Interdicted. It favors the attacker In that Indirsct
fire can be placed on the city from well out of direct flre range,
and that any attack would Initfaliy hold the more easily-defended

high ground.

The eastern segment between the rail line and Route 8 is
composed of a series of steep hills cut by streams. Although not
entirely tree-covered, enough |8 forest to make observation and
fire good only in the area along Route 8, and along logging roads.
Much cover and concealment |s provided by the folds in the terrain.
This is the |east popdlated segment around the c¢ity, but the most
restricted. The wooded hills and the villages are obstacles. An
attacker In this area would want to control the towns of Haipach,
Grunmorsbach, and the hills of the Schmerlenbacherwald that
cdominate the rail line and Route 8. The avenues of approach In
this area are along the forest trajls south of the ral! line, the
paths through the woods, and along Route 8, a high-speed vehicular
approach. Any advance on the city from this quarter would favor
the dismounted attacker, who could move close to the city
undetected. However, such an advance would cross the compartments
In the terrain, which run north~south, The defender couid

interdlct these avenues, but at great cost in men and materiel.
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The southern part from Route 8 to.the rlver offers both the
best avenues Into the clty and the worst. The terraln from Route 8
west to Hill 347 (the Stengerts) and through the Obernauerwald to
the river is very rugged and heavily forested. [t offers poor
observatlon and fire, but excellent cover and concealment. The
towns of Gailbach, Doermorsbach and Soden 1lle deep within narrow
valleys which force movement onto the roads. Vehlcular trafflc can
easily be interdlcted and dismounted movement can be hampered as
well, The area from the rlver east through Hili 240 (the Juden-
berg) and Hill 285 (the Erblg) to Schwelnhelm offers the best
approach Into the town. It ls flat near the river and, although
steep on the saddle between Hill 188 (the Bischberg) to Hill 285,
it 18 open agricultural land and offers excellent obsecvation and
fields of fires. [t ls, however, deficlent in cover and
concealment. The Aschaffenburg-Mlitenberg road is on the same
level as the.surroundlng farmland, but the rail line in the area is
eievated in places and presents an cbstacle to vehicular movement.
The Bischberg and the Erbig are the key terrain in this sector,
occcupation of them provides obgservation of the clty and the
movement corridors inte the area. The major avenue of approach in
this area is from upriver down the Ml!ltenberg-Aschaffenburg road,
An attacker able to secure the Nilkhelm rallroad bridge could also
approach from the west bank. Military action In thls area favors
the attacker, as soon as he is able to get to the east bank of the
river. There is a wide river frontage that can be assaulted, with

many avenues [nto the forests that are dlfficult for the defender
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to close, Movement into the woods could lead to envelopment of the
city and its cefenses, Defense of this sector would require the

largeat {nvestment of men and materiel.

Mationa] Soclalism and Milltary Adminlstration

Aschaffenburg was represented In many of the political,
military and administrative subdivisions In the Reich, Bavarla had
been historically the most conservatlve of the German statesd, and
Aschaffenburg was no exception. [t had eariy embraced Natjional
Soclallsm and had an active Hazl eiement before Hitler‘s rise to
power.” The c¢ity was a part of the Main-Franken (Maln-Franconlan)
Gau, or Party Region, headquartered ln Wurzburg.:® Dr, Ofto
Hel lmuth became Gayleiter (Party Leader) in 1927 and held the post
throughqut the war. Aschaffenburg was part of the
Aséhaffenburg-Alzenau Party District and the local party
organlzation was led by a Krelslelter (county leader) reporting to
Gaulejter Hellmuth, Wilheim Wohlgemuth heid the post and was also
the Qberbucgermeigter (lord mayor) of Aschaffenburg, so that the
party administration and general government were centrallized in one

man.

Repregented in the clty were all the efements that made up
the Nazi regime. The clty was in the Fulda-Werra District of the
35S (Flgure 3), and was a part of similar subdivisions of the SA,

fitler Jugend, and other NAZI organizations.'' The city was a full
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pacticipant in the political llife of the period, including the
persecutlon and deportation of the Jews.*® As ls often the case In
a dictatorship, power tends to become personal. During the
struggle for the clty the lord mayor, the combat commander, and the
leaders of the varlous Party organizations would each try to solve
the problems of the hour with authorltarian methods through their
own organlzation. It appears that no one was ever totally ln

charge and thls lack of unity contributed to the defeat.

All three princlpai mlltary services Heer (Army),
Kriegsmarine (Navy) and Luftwaffe (Alr Force) were part of the
Wehcmacht, or Armed Forces. Each service had a high command which
theoretically reported to the QberKommando der Wehrmacht (QKW?), the
Armed Forces High Command, responsible for all military operations.
Aaminlstratively, the mllltary organlzation of Germany centered
around the Yehrkrels, or Corps Area (Filgure 4. The Reich was
divicded into nineteen Corps Areas, with fixed responsibilijties.

The Army itself had two parts, the Feldheer (Field Army’) and the
Ecsatzheer (Replacement Army). The Felgheer conducted active
military operations, while the Ersatzheer was responsible for
recruitment, training, procurement and admlnistration in the Zone
of the Interlor.'® Each Corps Area supported a corps in the fieid
and there was a forma! territorial link between unlits in combat and
their repiacement and training base back in Germany. Each Corps
Area had a unified command structure with two staffs, one for the

active units and one
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for the replacement and training units. While the corps commander
conducted military cperations, the deputy corps commander was the
comnander of the Corps Area responsible for the replacement and
tralning system in his area. As Corps Area Cammander he aiso
exercised three territorial functions: conscription, controt of

permanent installations In his area, and local defense,'*

All field units left a replacement and tralning unit in the
Corps Area that recelved, trained and transfered replacements.
Soldiers were formed Into unlts before belng sent to the front, and
all training units had a direct afflllation with a similar unit in
the fleld army. In most cases the tralning unit was one level down
from the combat unit, |.e, an actlve regiment had a tralning
battalion.'® For infantry units there was always a direct
correlation between units In the fleld and those back In Germany.
All others often had tralning consolldated on an area basis. Every
replacement unlt had a mix of reception companies, trainlng
companies, convalescent companies and transfer companies all
controlled by a local garrison commander supported by a Replacement

Divislon Staff at the Wehrkrels Headquarters.:'=~

Aschaffenburg was in Wehrkreis IX and the local garrison
commander reported, by way of a sub-area commander in Frankfurt, to
the training division commander and the Wehrkrels headquarters in
Kagsel. The city was the home base for the 106th Infantry Regiment

of the 15th [nfantry Division, and had replacement and training
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units for the regiment in addition to an artiliery unit and an
engineer unit. The units In the city were based in the kasernes

(barracks) and conducted Individual and collective tralining In the

local area, especially in the truppepubunggpliatz (troop training

area) to the south of Schweinhelim.

In additlion to tralning soldiers and small units, the
garrison was also responslblé for tralning reserve officers for its
units. After a period of service [n a unlt, a conscript could
undergo an Infantry ieader’s tralning course and beccme a reserve
officer. These Reserve Qfflzler Bewerber (ROB) (reserve cfflce
aspirants) would be commissioned upon compietion of the course'”
and accepted by the offlcera ¢f the unit ln the gffizier voll, or
officer’'s vote.'® [n the spring of 1945 ROB Lehrgang (class) 27/28
was undergoing training In Aschaffenburg. These were men born In

1927 and 28, and so were 17 and 18 years old.

Another large group of soldlers In Aschaffenburg in the
spring of 1945 were men recoverlng from l]Iness or wounds [n the
gtandort lazarette, or garrison hospitals. Recovered pattle
casualties are always a valuable group of trained replacements.
Once evacuated from a combat zone a soldler was sent to a hospital
in his home Werhkreis to recuperate, The recovering soldlers were
organized into convaiescent units based on their flitness for duty.
Once released for duty the soldier would link up with the
repiacement unit for his regiment and be sent back to duty in the

combat zone. Although not officially controlled by the garrison
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commander, untl! returned to duty, convaleacents could be assigned
speclal duty in emergencies.*® Aschaffenburg County had several

lazeretteg and an estimated 1800 hospltal beds.

The industrial and agricultural segments of the German
economy supported the military establishment. The ten million
uniformed members of the Wehrmacht placed an enormous strain on all
aspects of the natlional |ife, especlally when comblned with the
other unlformed "service" organizatlions of the pacty, clivil
defense, police and fire fighters, etc. To offset this draln the
Nazil government turned to two non-German sources: prlsoners of war
and gagtacrbelters (“guestworkers’, or slave laborers). These two

groups added to the human capltal avalilable In the Spring of 1945.

Prisoners of war (POWS) were avaliable first. By August
1940 fifty French POWs were working In the Aschaffenburg area,=°
with some 215 reported 3lx months later. Qn 15 August 1942 there
were 1549 Poles, Frenchmen, Belgians and Yugoslavs registered in
Aschaffenburg and Obernbucrg Counties employed in agriculture, war
production and as day laborers. They lived |ln gpecial enclosures,
or gingly with farm famjlles, and based on the few photographs seen

by the author, were permitted some freedom and leisure time.

In contrast to the POWe were the gastarbeiter, mostiy Czechs
and Itallana initially, who began slowly acrciving in 1941. Foreign
workers became a torrent by mid-1942 with the arrival of the

ostarbejter (east workers). Qstarbelters were Russians, Ukranlans,
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West Ruthians and Poles, who were kept separate at work and in
special guarded enciosures when not at work, By the spring of 1943
there were 25 QOgtarbejter camps In the area holding 920 men and 128
women. A yvear later the flgure had increased to a total of 1526,
and stlll later an additional 1809 were registered.** In contrast
to the POWs, friendly contact with Germans was forbidden, and
although there |s no evidence of “death camps" as exlsted elsewhere
in the Reich and occupled territory, they were slave laborers. A
walk through the Aschaffenburg Main Cemetery today will reveal the
graves of several hundred Poles, Ukranians, Russjans and others who
died during and after the war in the area. One Aschaffenburg
historian states that in June of 1945 there were over 6000

displaced persons from the east In the city.2=2

The groups described above all functloned as part of the
mllitary structure of Aschaffenburg within the military ana
political context of the Nazl state. Civilians were controlled by
the party‘s political, labor and social organizations; members of
the miiitary by the Wehrmacht through ejther the field army or the
replacement army. As the war got closer defense of the homeland
consumed more time and effort, espedlatiy after the defeat at
Stalingrad in February 1943. As has often been saiq, betore
Stalingrad the Nazls never lost, after Stalingrad they never won.
But as early as 18 February 1942, Naz! Propaganda Minister Dr.
Joseph Goebbels anhounced a fotalenkrleq for Germany. With words

more suggestlve than declarative he sald, “Wollt Ihr den Totalen
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Erieg!" {("You want total war!") and announced a program that for
the flrst time put all aspects of the natlon on a war footing.=¥
Between February 1942 and March 1943 there were 96 public rallies

in the Aschaffenburg area to help the pecpie prepare for total war.

Under the direction of the Corps Area commander the senior
gacrigson commander was responsible for local defense, to include
air raid protectlon, When serving as the commander of hame defense
forces the commander had extraordi{nary powers over the clvilian
aaministration and military personnel., Regardiess of afflliation
everyone fell under hls control.** However, as with many aspects
of life in Nazli Germany, the senlor garrison commander had to share
responsibllity for defense with the Waffen SS (the military arm of

the Party), securlty police, protection police, rural police, the
88, the SA, fire-flghting poilce, the technical eﬁergency corps,
the labor gervice and others.*® This tenslon between the army anag
the Party was a continual problem and would surface during the

defense against the Americans.

Exciusive of field army units, the local manpower available
for the defense would come from the army garrlson, antl-aircraft
units, transient military personnel, the yolkggtucrm,*“ and speciai
alacm _kompanien ocrganized by the SS. They would reinforce units
trom the fieid army and any replacement army units engaged in
active service. Regardiess of the manpower available, however,
Aschaffenburg had more reason than most small cities to be

confident In its ability to defend ltgelf.
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T Urhan Ar 4 Wet -Majn-Tauber Line

The city itself is a combination of cdense, random
construction, closed, orderly blocks, m!litary kasernes and
semi-urban residential areas. It possemses all the characterlistics
of an urban area.®*” Depending on the location within the built up
area, observatlon and fields of flre are restricted along streets,
across spaces between bulldings and from the upper floors of
buildings. Distance can vary from less than 100 meters in the city
center, lnpenatadt, to as much as several kilcmeters on the edge,
Concealment is provided by the bulldings and cover s provided by
stong buildings and the milltary construction of the kasernes.
Obstacles in the city ltself were plentiful, both those constructed
by the defenders and as the result of damage from aerlal bombs,
Indirect fire and ground combat. The lppensatadt ls located on the
highest part of the clty around the Schlogs Johannisburg, and was
the most formidable obstacle. The ralil iine is elevated In places
and sunken In others, hence difflcult to cross. The area to the
north of the main rail yard and in Damm is an oid, semi-residential

district that presented as many obstacles as the lnner city.

In the southeast portion of the city are five military
barracks, one constructed In 1894 and the others during the period
1936-38.%% Although not bullt as forts, the bulldings are of heavy
masonry construction and were weil sulted as defensive positions.
They also commanded the main roads in thelr area. Another military

area, the Food Suppiy Depat, 18 located along the raliroad line on
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the road to Goldbach, but it contains multi-storlied warehouses,
well digpersed, and less well suited for defense. An add/tional
obstacle that prevents easy access Into the city is a ridge running
along the southern edge of the bullt-up area intoc Schweinheim. In
any fight the bullt-up area favors the defender fightling along
interior lines, having the protection of the buildings and
possessing the ability to channelize an attacker into narrow
frontages easily flanked and inflladed. The terrain limits the
number of maneuver elements that can be applied against the clty
and they couid be confronted In succession. The natural terrain

was enhanced by milltary conastruction.

When the Nazls came to power [n 1933 one of their stated
aims was the remilitacization of Germany. The transformation of
the Reichswehr into the Wehrmacht in the mid 1930s was the basis
tor the offensive capabillty. The defense of the Reich was
accompi ished through a mixture of dipiomacy, overt military action
and fortlflcation construction. In 1936 Germany reoccupied the
Rhlineland, thereby providing a buffer between the German frontler
and the Rhine River. To enhance the abillty to trade space for
time in a future war, in 1938/39, they built the Yestwall
(Siegfried Line) to guard the historic invasion routes from the
west. Although the construction of the Westwal|l was an obvious
remedy to increase the security of the natlon, construction of

supporting defenses took more thought.
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For the necessary defense In depth, QKW decided to empioy
the principles of mass and concentratlon to place combat power
where it was most needed. Instead of building addltlonal echelons
of Weatwall-type fortificatlions from border-to-border, QKW elected
to scatter smaller !lnes of fortificatlons along strategic terrain
and natural obstacles. One of these interlor defense |ines was
built to connect the Wetter, Maln and Tauber rlver vaileys from

Glessen to Rothenberg,2*

The line was buiit from 1936 to 1945, but suffered from
fluctuating prioritles throughout lts construction. Planning
started with the estabiishment of a Festungsbauqruppe Agchaffenbucg
(Fortress Bullding Group Aschaffenburg) ln December 1934, [t was
responsibie for the construction of a 22 kllometer defensive lline
from Michelbach In the north to Klingingberg in the south (Figure
§2.2° Work started in 1935 and contlnued, together with the
construction of the kagerpes until 1938 when malor construction
stopped so that men, materliel and Relchsmarks could support the
congtruction of the Westwall. The line was a collection of bunkers
and emplacements that contained infantry fighting pesitions,
machinegun piatforms, observatlon bunkers, def]laded tank
positions, observation posts, and troop shelters. They had
"hard-wired® communlcatlons laterally and back to c¢entral command
posts. The entire line contained 329 bunkers along its 120

kllemeter length concentrated at key locations.?®
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Although the bunkers were substantially completed, the
interior equipment was never entirely instalied. Starting in 1939
equipment was stripped to equip the Westwall and by 1 November 1940
the 1ine was totally disarmed.®* Construction of the Atlantic Wall
on the Dutch, Belgian and French coasts sealed the fate of the
itne. It also suffered in that the bunker technology of 1934-36
was overmatched by the weapons of 1946. The abllity of an attacker
to neutralize or destroy a reinforced emplacement had exceeded the
ablllty of the defender to fortify it. The line would play a role
in the battle for the city, but only after being partially
re-equipped. It would contribute to a “fortress mentallity' among
the inexperlienced soldiers forced to defend the |lne against the
American assaults, and the ilne would suffer from that bane of many

flxed fortlfications, insufficient manpower.

Ihe Clty as g Miiitacy Obljective

Allled alr force planners were the first to target the city
in World War II. The transportation network and war production
facilities were attacked as early as 1940 and the bombing continued
gsporadically until late 1944 when there were elght raids from
September through November.2® The largest rald occurred on 2i
November 1944 when 274 Lancaster bombers of the Britlsh Royal Air
Force Bomber Command dropped 1360 tons of explosives, incendiaries
and mines on the city. Princlpal strategic bombing targets In the

city were the rall yards and the Selbert-Werk, where armored
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vehlcies were assembled. As the Aliled armies moved closer to the
heartland of the Reich the raids Increased, with the British and
the Americans conducting eight daylight ralds from December 1944 to
February 1945, As the war approached Aschaffenburg the raids
became less strategic and more tactlical. In the first months of

1945 fighterbombers were seen for the first time over the city.

As the Amerlican Army reached the Rhine River in March 1945
Aschaffenburg became less of a homblng target and more of a
military objective on a slituatlion map. It assumed importance as a
potential brldgehead over the Main River, as the gateway to south

central Germany, and as the location of substantlal German forces.
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%4 Ibid., 64. The term gastarbejter, or guest worker, was
again applied to the mass of imported laborers brought to the
Federal Republic |n the early 19708 to help sustain the
¥ictachaftswunder, or economic miracle, Although their lot was not
always a happy one, it was far better than those of the early
1940s.
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2< Alols Stadtmueller,
Weltkrieg (Aschaffenpburg After the Second World War),
(Aschaffenburg: Paul Patilock Verlag, 1973), 47. Dr. Stadtmueller
indicates that Poles made up the largest percentage of the total,
Elsewhere he also states that the total number of Dlsplaced Persons
in the city was between 15,000 and 20,000 at the end of the war.

23 Stadtmuel ler, Malngebiet, 53.
24 MadeJ), German Army Order of Battle, 1: 54, The only powers

to exceed those of the senior garrison commander were those of a
"combat commander", which will be discussed in the next chapter.

*s .S, War Dept., Handbook on German Militacy Forces, III-29.

2< For a detalled description of the Aschaffenburg yolkgstgum
see Aschaffenburg im Zwelten Weltkrlegq, 307-313,

%7 FM 90-10, Appendix A.

2% Stadtmueller, Aschaffenburg jm Zweiten Weltkrleg, 128-130.
Jasger Kaserne was bulit in 1894-96 for the 2d Jaeger Battallon of
the Bavarlan Army. After the clty was designated as a “garrison
city" In 193435 priority of construction for additicnal barracks
led to the building of the others In gqulck Succession: Plonier
Kaserne (1936), Lagarde and Bois-Brule Kasernes (1936/37),
Artillerie Kaserne (1937/38). The Food Supply Depot was atarted in
1936 and completed in 1943.

4% Stadtmueiler, Aschaffepburg lm Zwelten Weltkrleqg, 136-142.
Other lines in the western part of the Relch inciuded the
Schwartzwaldkamm Line, the Neckar-Enz Line, and the Neckar-Riegel
Line.

=% Ibid., l46.

3+ Matthais Schneider, "Blem Kampf vor 40 Jahren Spielten auch
Bunker eine Roll, die 1936 Gebaut Wurden' (Built in 1936, the
Bunkers Played a Role [n the Battle of 40 Years Agol, (Spesgsart.
April 1985), 6. They were of six types: 5-man machinegun bunker,
18-man machinegun bunker, machinegun bunker with an observation
turret, steel-reinforced machlnegun bunker, 5-man machinegun bunker
with an armoced turret, underground squad bunker. There were aiso
geveral sSpecial-purpose emplacements.

== Ibid., 8.
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33 For a description of the air war against the clty see Dr.

Stadtmue] ler’s book Aschaffenburg Im Zwelten Weltkrleg referenced
above. The flrst part (115 pages) covers each rald In detall and

describes the damage.
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CHAPTER 3

Inscoduction

This chapter narrows the focus of the study. Starting with
a prlef summary of the strateglic situation, It details the specific
German preparatlons, and outllines the order of battle for bhath
9ides. A discussiocn of the combat multipllers available to each
belligerent is included to set the stage for the later anaiysis of
tactical operations. Finally, the dispositions of the attackers
and the defenders as the battle beglns takes the narrative to the

atart of the battle.

Strategic Qverview

Hitler’s plan was to stop the Russians at the Polish border,
while holding the Western Allies on the Westwal]. In the west this
took the form of the German Ardennes Offensive, where Hitler hoped
to gplit the Alllies and send an armored thrust through to Antwerp,
thus crippling supply operatlons and causing massive disruptlon in
command and control.* It was a risky operatlon, the Germans
gambled and lost, and the outcome was fatal to their war effort.
The siim Wehrmacht reserves, lncluding seven irreplaceable panzer
divisions, were expended with a resuiting delay of about six weeks

in the Allied tlme table.=

43



After Stalingrad, Hitler himself took command of the armed
forces py assumlng command éf QKW, and following the assassination
attempt of 20 July 1944 he further consolldated his control over
milltary affairs, putting Helnrich Himmler, head of the Pollce and
the SS, in command of the Replacement Army. Hitler’s strategic
decision to launch the Ardennes Offensive was followed by another
to fight west of the Rhine, a declglon that also proved costly to
the German war effort. Most of the units engaged were severely
attrited and Qberstgruppenfuhrer (Colonel General of the Waffen S55)
Paul! Hausser, the Army Group G commander, estimated that when
withdrawn east of the Rhine they were only 15% effective.® The
Allles” cali for unconditlonal surrender left Hitler |lttie cholce,
but it seems that at the end of the war QKW was content to trade
forces for space and time. Ultimately this strategy only
accelerated the Nazi collapse,* and In the oplnion of Hausser tnere
was no strategic plan for the defense of central Germany beyond
reacting to Allled efforts.® The Impact of all this on
Aschaffenburg was that the army that faced the Americans across the

Main River was largely militia In character.

After the German counteroffensive in the Ardennes the Allies
recovered and resumed the general advance. Wlth the realization
that the Germans had expended large numbers of reserves [n the
Ardennes operatlon, Elsenhower focused all his efforts on the
single gulding principle of the destruction of the enemy’s forces.>

This was in complliance with the directive he had recelved from the
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Combined Chiefs of Staff (CCS) on 14 February 1944 which ordered
him to "...undertake operations aimed at the heart of Germany and
the destruction of her armed forces.'” That Aschaffenburg was not
bypassed and left to wither on the vine was a result of the CCS
directive and Eisenhower‘s guiding principle. The objective was
not terraln, but the enemy forces. In the final analysls

Aschaffenburg represented a concentration of those forces.

German Preparation

As the manpower cost of the Ardennes Offensive became
apparent to the Nazl leadership steps were taken by the Wehrmacht
to Increase the men avalilable for militacy service. 0On 3 -January
1945 Qxﬂ_lssued regulations implementing a Fyehrer decree dated 10
December 1944 requicring that all personnel of the Nehrmacht, Waffen
38, and police in the Zone of the Interior be re-examined and all
found qualified released for duty at the front.®
Conditionally-qualified officers, NCOs and over-aged men were mace

availaple. These measures affected Aschaffenburg.

Under the arrangements for the defense of the nation,
Gaulejter Helimuth was the Rlechs Defense Commigsioner for the
Main-Franken Gau and the man ultimately responsible for the defense
of the gau. He worked through Kreigiejter Wohlgemuth in the Pacty
chain of command, but as a political functionary he had |imited

real power cover the Wehrmacht and such extraordinary Party

organizations as the 5SS, the police and others. This created
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problems during the conduct of the defense when the Combat
Commander, the Party, the SS, QkW, a special commlssion from the
Fuehrer, troops from three different Corps Areas, and the Seventh

(GE) Army all had their hand In the direction of the effort.

Within the pollitical and milltary framework described in the
last chapter Aschaffenburg prepared for the coming assault. Since
December of 1942 the Standortasltegten (Senlor Garrison Ccmmander)
In Aschaffenburg had been Qberstleutnant ¢lleutenant colonel) Kurt
von Huenersdorff, a regular army officer who was alsc the Corps
Subarea commander.® In June 1944, he received as one of his
subordinates Major Emil Lamberth as commander of the 9th Engineer
Replacement Battallon in Lagarde Kaserpe.*° Major Lamberth must

have qulckly made his mark Iin the city because by the fall he was
| working as the deputy to the senlor garrison commander and on 30

January 1945 replaced Qperatleytnant von Huenersdorff.!!

While on the staff of the senior garrison commander, Major
Lamperth assisted ln the preparation of the plan for the defense of
the city. The plan went through several revisions pefore [t was
acceptable to the Corps Area commander.‘* In summary, the concept
called for the determined defense of the river line, through a
defenge ln depth wlth the bullt-up area around the Schlogg as the
key. The outsklirts of the clty would be strongpointed with each
bastion under the command of an offlicer or senior NCO. The garriscn

commander would command from a central bunker. Use would be made

of the bunkers of the Wetterau-Maln-Tauber Line, and of key terrain
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around the ¢city. The main strongpoints: Schwelnheim/Artillerie

Kaserne, Haus Carola (the southern approaches to the built up
area), Kapeilenberg, Mainaschaff, Lumpenmuhle (the waterfront), the
clty center, and the other kagernes each as a separate strongpoint
(Flgure 2).** Although not Indicated In the source literature, it
must be assumec that Featyng (fortress) Aschaffenburg would be a
part of an integrated defensive llne tied in with reguiar army

units defending along the Maln River.

To QKW at this point In the war the resolute defense of
every meter of the Reich was paramount. To strengthen the rescive
of a community to defend (tself Hitler would personally designate
certaln areas as festungs to be strongly defended and would appoint
a kampfkommandant ¢(combat commander), bagsed on the recommendatlion
of the Corps Area commander.‘* The Wehrmacht used kampfgruppen
(battle groups’, ad hoc military formatlons, for specific
operations. These units elther dissolved after accomplilshing their
mission, or were degtroyed in extended combat. The post-Stalingrad
period saw the establlshment of combat commanas for fixed
installations. Perhaps the most famous was that at Breslau where a
combat command defended the clty against Soviet troops from
February until the middie of May (after Nazi Germany had
surrendered).'® The combat commander had extracordinary powers over
all aspects of life in the fortress, military and civilian. Hitier
would al2o0 determine [f speclal regulations were to be put into

effect, including the requirement to fight to the last man.:~*
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Ganeral duties were to construct field fortifications, assemble and
traln all avallable troops and prepare for the coming attack.'” In
addition to strictly military activities, all municipal services
and the feeding of civilians were placed under milltary control.
The combat commander became a virtual dictator. Because a fyehrer
Decree established a fortress it could only be released by his

order, somethlng he was unwlllilng to do at this stage of the war.

As the American and British armles approached the Rhine on 5
March 1945 Aschaffenburg became a combat command. QRerst (Colonel)
von Luetzow, the commander of the 409th Replacement and Training
Division, acministered the oath of office tc Major Lamberth In the
name of General der Infantrie Zehler, the Corps Area commander.'®
In the cath he promised to defend the clity to the last cound of
ammunlition and acknowledged that he was under Hitler’s personal
command.'® As a combat commander under orders from the Fyenrer
Lamberth set about building a special battle staff that included
the subordination of the Krleslelter and other Party and government
officials, including Gaulejiter Hellmuth whenever he deait with
Aschaffenburg.2° Under the rule that battiefleld efficiency is
more important than fairness, Lamberth was probably appointed
because he was a battle-tested front iine leader, who had shown a
toughness of mind and an abillty to command. The post was not an

honorary one and he earned his pay.

Lamberth had to work closeiy with the Party functionaries,

and egpecially with the l|eader of the Hitleriugend, to organize for
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the defense. On 11 March an SS Inspection Commission visited the
city to lnspect the preparations. The fortress passed muster. The
commission is one example of the many different organizations that
fragmented the unity of command required for an effective
resistance by dabbling In defense matters. After the war, Lamberth
indicated that he continually fought interference from the Party in

the conduct of the defense.*!

Among the dutles of the combat commander was coordination
with other combat commands along the Main River and In the area.
The cities of Hanau, Miltenberg, Gelnhausen, Lohr, Marktheidenfeld,
Karistadt, Wurzburg, Hammeiburg and Schwelnfurt were all designated
as combat commands (Figure 1). For the most part the estabiishment
of combat commands was a sign of weakness. There was so little
falth in the flghting strength of the Y¥shrmacht that fortresses
were established to provide some resolve to the defense east of the
Rhine. This only compounded the probiem of unlty of command.
Wehrmacht units were ordered to flght until told to withdraw,
whereas the combat commands were ordered to fight to the last man,
Such confuging orders did little to the unity necessary to defeat a

determined foe.

Toward the end of the war the German militacy was !little
more than a system of improvisations, with units long on combat
experience but short on experienced manpower, fighting with local
repiacement units and thrown-together organizations with only

rudimentary mllitary tralning. From mid~1944 units of the
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Replacement Army were engaged ln combat and by early 1945 they had
became Indistinguishable in their employment from Field Army
units.*2 [t |s under these conditions that Kampfkommando
Aschaffenburg (KKA) prepared to fight a modern defensive war.

The relationship of KKA to the Seventh (GE) Army will be discussed
pelow, but a review of the forces avallabie wlthln KKA as the

battie approached s [nstructive.

Under Himmler the Replacement Army after November 1944
become a flghting organlzation., It stil] retalned a training
functjon but suppllied more combat unlts as the war progressed. The
regimental and division tralning staffs were upgraced to fieid
staffs and engaged In active operations. Thus KKA was buliding up
its fighting potential at the same tlme the Replacement and
Training unlts were £illing out thelr ranks to take the field
drawing from the mame manpower pool as KXA. Competition was
intense and KKA was only able to retain the manpower and equipment
It did because the war came tc the clty before the Wehrmacht couid
go to meet it. In addition to replacement and training unit
personnel, and recuperating scldiers in the convalescent units, the
gingle largest contingent of defenders came from the volksstyrm or

People’'s Militia.

The yolksgturm was a home guard of over-aged and under-aged
men in varying states of physical condition. [t had been proposeq
earty in the war but had not been actlvated because Hitler viewed

it ags an admlssion of weaknesg.2** Its creation is an example of
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the desperate measures seen necessary by Nazi Germany near the end
of the war. According to some observers, although the yolkssturm
demonstrated weakness, lt also showed a natlon‘s willlngness and
abjlity to persist in the face of tremendous odds.** The
acceptance of such a hopeless step by the German people s a
tribute to their willlingness to defend thelir natlon so late in the
war, and also a measure of the degree to which the gecret police
and the Party had cowed the people. It reminds us that no natlon
is defeated untll its leaders and the people bellieve as a whole

that they are defeated.2®

After the 20 July 1944 assassination attempt Hitlier haa lost
all confidence ln the army leaders 30 he entrusted the mustering
and tralning of the ygiksstyrm to the Party. Himmler was
responsible for the organizatlion, tralning, arming and equlipping of
the force.®* Each gay was to have a yolkasturm organizatlion, its
gize depending on the size of the gauy, under the leadership of the
gauleiter. Lists were complled and recruits dicected to report,
and most did so out of patrlotlsm or fear of the secret police.

All unattached men from 16 to 60 were to report for induction,
Once mustered the units trained on Sundays to reduce the lmpact on
war productlion that absence from work would cause durlng the week.
As an over simpllfication, the yglksstyrm was under-equipped,
inadequately trained, but perhaps most importantly, it was poorly

led, "The Yolkasturm was being led, from begining to end, by what

51



amounted to officials, leadership was not by ability but by Party

loyalty."=7

The Aschaffenburg Yolkssturm was called to the colors on 12
November 1944, Inltlally all men from year groups 1884-1924 (ages
20-60) were ordered to appear for reglstration and
ciassification.*® They were organlzed Into seven companles and
designated Volkgsturm 1571 (1at Battallon, 15th Vojkssturm). Six
of the companles were assigned speciflc areas of the c¢lty, with the
seventh being a reserve formation. They trained at Bgia-Brule
Kagerne under the direction of the 106th Replacement and Tralning
Battalion on rifles, machineguns and the papzerfaust (*panzer
flst", a shoulder fired anti-tank shape charge). They were under
the leadershlp of Lorenz Junker, the High Inspector of the Flinance
Adminlistration of Aschaffenburg,#® but were placed undec the

command of the combat commander on 17 March 1945.

While It may be easy to dismigs the Aschaffenburg Yolkssturm
as an (neffectlve organization, |t probably contributed sevaral
hundred combatants to the battle, and this addea significantly to
the combat power of KKA. Reports from American units, of armed
¢lvilians fightlng in defense of Aschaffenburg probably arcge from
members of the yolkgaturm justifying the faith placed in them by
the Party leadership. -But In the end the Party gave the yglkssturm

too much to do for the resources available, and as a force to save

the Relch [t failed.
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When the battle started KKA consisted of the Repiacement
Army troops from the 106 Infantry Regiment, the 9th Engineer
Battalion, the 15th Artillery Regiment, the convalescent units,
Reserve Officer Asplirants, and the volksaturm. These forces were
assisted by armed civillans, Including Hitleriugend used in
krlegeinsatz <“war employment") non-combatant positions such as
lookouts and messengers.®*® They had no tanks, few artillery pisces
or heavy weapons and In many respects were untralined and unfit for
their task, but the 5000 men of KKA possessed combat multipiiers
that, when used in conjunction with the Fleld Army units of the
Seventh (GE) Army, would stop the American advance cold for over a

week.

Ihe Opoosing Forces

Throughout the ten days of Aschaffenburg there were four
distinct phases, each one with dlifferent opposing forces and force
ratios (Flgure 6). Order of battle Information Is at Appendix 3,
but a recap is necessary to provide a basls for the discugsion of

relatjve combat power.

Exclusive of the forces in KKA the German troops belonged to
the Seventh Army that wad responsibie for the defense of
south-central Germany. It (nitially assigned the 413th Repiacement
Divisjion to defend the Main River front, but soon replaced it with
the LXXXI] Corps as its senlor tactical headquarters in the region.

During the seven days that it reinforced KKA on the river, it
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ORDER OF BATTLE MATRIX

Phase 1 - Engagement (25-26 March 1945)

American Units -~ ARMY:
CORPS:
DIVISION:
OTHER:
German Units -  ARMY:
CORPS:
DIVISION:

OTHER:

Third (LTG Patton)
II <MG

X Ecdy)
4 Armored D‘vlslon (BG Hoge)
Combat Command B, 4 Armored Division (LTC Abcams)

Seventh (Gen. der }nf. e|ber)
(Gen. der Inf. tfeider, 26 March)
LOXII (Gen. der [nf. Hahm) (from 26 March)
413 Reylacement Division Staff (Genlt. von Schacky) (25 March)
256 Volksgrenadler Dlvision (Genmaj. Franz)
36 Volksgrenadler Division (Genmaj. Kielkamp) (26 March)
416 Infantry Division (Genit. Pflleger) (26 March)
Xampfkomuando Aschaffenburg (Ma). Lamberth)

Phage 11 - Equilipcium (27-28 March 1945)

American Units-  ARMY:
CORP

SF
DIVISION:
OTHER:

German Units - ARNY:
CORPS:
DIVISION:

OTHER:

Thira (LIG Patton)
XII (MG )

4 Armored Division (BG Hoge)
Combat Command B, 4 Armored Division (LIC Abrams)
1st Bn, 104 Ipfantry (attached to 4 AD)

Seventh (Gen. der Inf. Chatfelder)

LX¥XII (Gen. der Inf. Hahm)

256 Volksgrenadier Division (Genmaj. Franz)
36 Volksgrenadier Divisien (Genmaf. Klelkamp)
416 Infantry Division (Genlt. Pf|leger)

Kampfkommando Aschaffenburg (Maj. Lamberth)

Phage II] - Attrition (28-30 March 1945)

American Units - ARMY:
CORPS:
DIVISION:

German Units - ARMY:
CORPS:
DIVISION:

OTHER:

Seventh (LTG Patch)

XV (MG Haisl:g)

44 Infantry Dlvistion (MG Dean)

45 Infantry Division (MG Fredericks)

Seventh (Gen. der Inf, Cbstfelder)

LXXXIT (Gen. cder Inf. Hahm)

296 Volksgrenadier Division (Genma). Franz)
36 Volksgrenagdier Division (Gepma,j. Kleikamp)
416 [nfantry Division (Genlt, Pflieger)
Kampfkommando Aschaffenburg (Maj. Lampertn)

Phase IV - Reduction (31 March - 3 April 1945

American Unjts - %RHYé
DIVISION:
OTHER:

German Units - ARMY:
CORPS:

DIVISION:

OTHER:

Seventh (LTG Patch)

XV (MG Haisiip)

44 Infantry Division (MG Dean)

45 Infantry Divigion (MG Frecericks)

157 Infantry (Col 0’brlen) (45 Infantry Division)
324 Infantry (Cai Anderson} (44 Infantry Division)

Seventh (Gen. der Inf. Obatfelder)
none

==

one
Kampfkommando Aschaffenburg (Maj. Lamberth)

Figure 6
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controiied four divisions: 413th Replacement, gS6th Volkgarenadier.,
26th Volkagrenadler, and 416%h _Infaptry. They are treated below in

their order of appearance.®!

The 413th Replacement Division was composed of a replacement

divison staff with replacement troops assigned. According to its
commander {t had about 10,000 men but no more than 35% were fit to
be soldiers. It had recently become a combat diviglon, ita staffs
were very weak,** and was not fit for a defensive mission.** On 25
March it was Ordered by QKW to move to Aschaffenburg and take over
the Maln River front; It was subordlnated to Army Group G on 26

March and assigned elsewhere.

LXXXII Corpg, a veteran headquarters staff, was transferred
to Seventh (GE> Acrmy on 25 March.®*¢ [t had directed the defense of
Fortress Metz in November and December 1944 and therefore had
experience in city combat., On 26 March |t was directed to take

over the defense of the Maln Rlver sector NLT 281200 Mar 45.2°

The 256 Yolkggrenadier Division had a takle of organization

strength of 10,072 men but it had suffered heavy losses of
personnel and equipment in the retreat from the Rhine, and the
LAXKXII Corps chlef of staff, Qberst von Ingelheim, estimated its
strength at 50% (about S000 men), Its replacements were untrained
with few heavy weapons and the staffs were strangers to each other.
In the opinion of von Ingelheim they were, "...flt for limited

{defensive) committment in favorable terrain only."?* Its mission
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was to defend east of the Main Rlver from Hanau to Kleinostheim, so
only lts left flank regiments opposed the Americans at

Aschaffenpurg.

The 36 Volksarenadier Division was organized similar to 256
¥GD. It had fought on the Rhine and was ordered to the Michelstadt
area just ahead of the advancling Americans, then moved to the
Aschaffenburg area because of the weakness of the 413 _Replacement
Divialon. It had from 33% to 65% of its authorized strength
because of school replacements and fillers from other units (about
6500 men), but only one third were tralned and experienced.=”
Signlficantly, it had artlllery with one medium and two light
battalions at 50% strength. In the oplnion of the corps chief of
gtaff it had good officers, adeguate NCOs, a fairly complete supply
of weapons and two assaults guns. It had |lmited fitness for
attack but was perhaps the best of the Aschaffenburg units.¥® Its
migsion was to defend from Kieinostheim to Kleinwallstadt, with the

exception of the area along the Main defended by KXA.

The 416 Ipnfantgy Divisjion had a table of organization
strength of 12,772, but had fought on the Rhine and was severiy
depleted. [t was assigned two regimental staffs, four infantry
battalions and two field artillery batfalions from the Replacement
Acmy, and the 506 SS Papzerarenadjer Battalion (6 SS Mountain
Division North) was attached to bring lts strength to an estlmated
7000 men. Having mapy troops with no combat experience the corps

chiet of staff rated it as only fit for limited defensive action.=*
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Its mission was to defend the corps southern front from
Kleinwal 1stadt to Mlltenberg, and although not directiy involved in
the Aschaffenburg fight, it helped malntain the integrlty of the

Main River line.

During the period that the 413 Replacement Division staff
and the [XXXII Corps controlled the front (Figure 7), German

strength In and around Aschaffenburg |s estimated at 33,500, with

some 16,450 directly opposing American forces,<®

The first American unlt to reach the river opposing the
LXXKXII Corps and KXA was the U.S. 4th Armored Division assigned to
the XII Corps (25 March), it was followed by the 45th and 44th
Infantry Divisions (28 March and 1 April respectively) of the XV
Corps. As a blanket statement, the American units possesseq ajl
the Germans were lacking In men and materials.®** A brief summary

of the order of battle follows.

After the Army reorganlzation of 1943 a corps became a
variable combinatlon of dlvisions and battallons, with a commana
group and a small staff to direct combat operations and combine
combat support and combat service suppocrt units to accompiish the
migsion. The XII Corps arrived overseas in April 1944 and
participated In the Northern France, Rhineland and Ardennes-Alsace
campaigns pefore moving to the Main River. Under the commana of MG
Manton Eddy it was a veteran, experienced combat headquarters. The

XV Corps arrived In Europe on 14 December 1943 and had participated
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in four campaigns. Commanded by MG Wade Haisilp, it was alsc a

vateran organization.

Organized under the 1943 TORE, the 4th Armored Division had
a strength of 10,937 formed into three combat commands, each with a
tank battallon, armored Infantry battalion and an artillery
battalion. When it reached the Main River on 25 March it had been
on the move in combat since 22 February. Estimated strength was
B0% as it reached the Main (about 9300 men).** 1Its mission was to
seize crossings over the Main River and the clities of Hanau and
Aschaffenburg. The division’s Combat Command B <(CCB) waa the
Initial American unit to reach Aschaffenburg with an estimated

strength of 2500 men.

The 45th Infantry Divislon had an-organizational strength ot
13,688 officers and men, bullt around three infantry regiments,
with artillery, engineers, cavalry, and division services assigned,
and tanks, tank destroyer, chemical mortars and other assets
attached as required. 1t was a veteran division with experience in
Slecily, Italy, Southern France, Ardennes-Alsace, and the Rhineland
before reaching Aschaffenburg. Pulled from the line on 17
February, it re-entered combat on 15 March and was relatively fresh
as |t approached the Main. It had an estimated strength of 90%
(12,300 men’. Its mission was to explolt the galns made by the 4th

Armored Division along the Main River.
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The 44th Infantry Division gaw heavy fightlng around Aachen
In Janaury, occupied evacuated Heidelberg in March, and moved to
the west bank of the Maln as a corps reserve. [t was relatlively
fresh when [t sent the 324th Infantry Regiment across the rlver to
enveiop the northern approaches of Aschaffenburg. It was near

authorized strength (13,000),4%

The 3rd Infantry Division was a veteran Infantry division
with gservice |n North Africa, Italy, Southern France and Germany.
It assaulted the Westwall on 18 March, crossed the Rhine on 26
March and reached the Maln on 30 March. It was estimated at 80%
strength (12,300 men). Its mission was to breach the Main and

drive on south-central Germany.

This information gives some clue as to why the Americans did
not_lmmediately overwhelm the Main River front. [LXXXII Corpg
mustered 33,500 men on the 60 kllometers along the Main, whereas US
forces, primarily the 4th Armored Dlivision, only numbered 8700 men.
Granting that not all German forces were in place, the detenders
still had an advantage approaching 3.9 to 1, very poor odds for an
attacker regardless of qualitatlve superiority. Focusing only on
Aschatfenburg the ratio was the same, with 16,450 Germans initially
defending agalnst the 2500 members of CCB, 4th Armored Division,

An attacker does not do well with a 6.6 to 1 advantage in favor of
the defender. It is not until the arrlval of the 3rd and 44th
Infantry Divisions after 30 March that the numbers favor the

attacker. By 30 March some 47,600 Americans opposed the remnants
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of LXXXII Corps’ 23,500 men (less 413 Replacement Division

wlthdrawn on 28 March), a ratlo of 2 to 1 in favor of the attacker.

Combat Mujtipllecs

In war numbers alone never tell the story. It Is jronic that
at the start of the battle for Aschaffenburg the defenders would
enjoy a quantitative superiority combined with what some see as the
qualitative superliority of German arms in the Second World War.**
However, as has been outlined above, the fitnesas of the German
units was far below that of the American units. Given that the
Germans enjoyed a numerical superiority for at least the flrst few
days of the battle, what was the effect of other factors at the
start of the flght that give some clue to the eventual outcome?

The broad categories of environmental, operational and behavlioral
factors developed by Colonel Trevor N. Dupuy in his books on the

analyais of war (End Note 44) offer some guidelines.

As regards the environment, weather and terrain provided
some advantage to each side. The weather is the same for both
sldes, but the defenders had the advantage of fixed facilitles in
which to hide and fight. Until they captured parts of the city,
any attacker would have to fight exposed to the elements. [t was
late March in south central Germany, the weather was coid, wet and

damp. The weather advantage must go to the defender.
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Assumlng that the Maln Rlver 1ine could be held by German
forces, the terrain would seem to favor the defender. As s
descrlbed [n Chapter 2, the ¢lity sits acrogs the Maln River from
the most ilkely avenue of attack, It ls not fordable and is some
150 meters wide In most places. The river Is not an lnsurmountable
barrier, but would have to be dellberately assauited. The two
conditions neceasary for a successful defense would be that
flanking units remain ln place and that the three bridges in the
vicinlty, two rajlroad and ope road (Figure 2), could be deniea to
the enemy. A disadvantage for the defender ig the fact that the
city 1s well withln Indirect flre range from the west bank which
would permit fire support for assaulting forces wlthout crossing
the river. If the rlv;r could be crossed the attacker would gain
an advantage, especially if he was able to occupy the high ground
around the city. Thls would afford excellent observation and fire
on the ¢ity and help to interdict communlcations and supplies into

the bullt~up area.

Wel!l prepared urban terrain is of advantage to the defenaqer.
Aschaffenburg‘s location Iln a bowl made a direct assault a
necessity until the high ground commanding the city could be
secured. The city afforded all the advantages of compat in a
bullt-up area. These Include: the cover and concealment of the
built-up area providing protection from fire; channelization of the
attackers into movement corrldors easlly swept by fire, where short

ranges negate the effect of superior firepower reduce the threat ot
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mechanized attack: a hostlile population to support the defenders
and pose security problems for the attackers; defenders who know
the terrain: and the high pyschologlcal ana physiologlcal stress
agssociated with close combat in restricted terrain.*® Add these to
the fact that the city was a fortress with the bunkers and
emplacements of the Wetteray-Majin-Tauber Line, and it can be seen

that the urban terraln favored the defender.

At flrsat giance the operational factors would seem to favor
the Americans. German forces on the Main River were more an armed
miiitia than a fleld army. The attackers possessed the artillery,
alr support, armor and other combat support assets not possessed by
the defenders, backed up by a functioning logistical system. The
German loglstics organlzation was near collapse, tor example, the
combat commander had 1700 rifles from varlous countries, only 32
machineguns and a few panzerfaysts for a force of 5000 men,*+
Compare that to the statement of a U.S. Infantry battaiion
executive officer, "We had an abundance of supporting weapons with
plenty of ammo."*” The clty leadership had stockpllied adequate
supplies of food, medical supplies and water, but did not have

enough for a long siege.

The defenders dld posseas some operational advantages. The
fortitications would make the Main hard to cross and make an
attacker pay for every meter of ground. Although the German forces
were short on averal! combat experience they did have enough

veterans to take advantage of lessons learned throughout a long
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war, to include a well-tested doctrine for clty combat. They were
avare of the fact that an attacker would try to force the city by
coyp de maln and only {f it had falled would resort to a dellberate
assault. This time gap would allow for relnforcing weak polnts and
for making aaditional preparation.*® Their command, control and
communications within KKA was good and they had conducted practice
alerts to exercise the system. But the defender’'s lack of
mobliity, alr superlority, tactical intelllgence, heavy weapons,
and reinforcements would complicate any effort at long term
defense. These ceficiencles would force the Germans to fight a
pogitlional defense in the rubbie of the city and, without

reinforcements, lose by attrition.

If the environment favored the defenders and operational
factors were somewhat offgetting, what effect would behavioral
factors have on a potential struggie? The attackers would be from
veteran combat unlts, with recent experience in city fighting.

Even granting new replacements, the leadership of the appreoaching
Amer |cans was battle-tested, although perhaps not to the ievel of
some segments of the Germans forces. Thelir level of training was
good, with recent perlods of in-country unit training. Indiviaual
replacements had received a full training cycle before assignment

to their units.

If there 18 an area where the Amerlicans were geflclent it
was in morale, Not [n the sense of unit esplrit, —— the attacking

forces were from sugcessful, highly motivated units, -- but in the
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intangibles of combat. The 4th Armored Division knew it would not
have to finish the fight and perhaps did not take full advantage of
all opportunities., Troops of the 4S5th Infantry Division were told
they were coming to the Main River sector for a rest, because
Patton’s Third Army had secured the area. The reallzation that
this was not the case must have been a shock and llkely reinforced
the attitude of all combat scldiers that their lot is always the
worst. It was late In the war and the average Amerlcan soldier
couid tell the end was near. As one officer put it, "We had
special instructions from Allied headquarters to avoid having
casualties. [f we met resistance to pull back, use the air force,
artillery and chemical mortars, then try again. *®* Regardless of
whether such instructions were ever actually issued, the thought

behind them was piain to the combat veteran who wrote those words.

The German Army possessed several behavioral strengths. [t
had a sollid, well-tralning officer corps, that even late in the war
worked on the principie that having no officer was better than
having a poor officer. The regional-based unlt replacement and
training system was still functioning scmewhat. This system built
cohesion even in the face of deterloration because it tralned
Junior leaders to assume command in the absence of thelir Ssuperiors.
The training cycle was greatly reduced 2o that most new recruits
were either untralined, or had a few weeks of rudlmentary military
instruction. The German Army was a thoroughly dlsaciplined force

that prided ltself on improvisation, a skil| needed in city
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combat.®™ The traditions of good leadership would carry the

defenders for many days.

Whereas the attackers were weaker in morale, that is the
area where the defenders were strongest. The Germans suspected the
war was iost but fought until! the end. Even as the battle
approached, the German soldler fought because he was fightling for
his homeland, and because the government promlsed that the struggle
would uitimately beneflt Germany. The apparent fanaticism of the
gefense reflected the skili and efficlency of experlenced soldiers
hardened in nearly six years of war.®' This spirit is reflected in

a saying current at the time, “Nun volk steh auf ynd sturm brjch

log!" (Now the people stand up and the storm break loogel!).=®=

Amecican Prologue

Seventh (US) Army Operation Instruction 110, dated 25 March
1945 informed XV (US) Corps of a boundry change between Thira (US>
Acrmy and Seventh (US> Army, effectlive 260001 Mar 45.%* This
seemingly insignificant modification in control graphic information
changed the entire character of the battle for Aschatfenourg, a
tight that would begin later that day. It shifted the boundry
between two advancing American armies to the north so that,
starting on Monday, 26 March, Aschaffenburg wouid be the
respon3ibility of the XV (US) Corps’ 45th Infantry Division, and
not of the XII (US) Corps’ 4th Armored Divislon. An armored force

would Initlate the fight, but would give way to an Infantry unit.
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The timing of this message |3 perhaps as important as Its
content. Although the record does not refiect it, when the 4
Armored Division started the battle, It knew that It would not
finish it and, consciously or subconscliously, that knowledge must
have colored the manner in which it conducted the fight. Without
passing Judgement on the U.S. units that fought at Aschatfenburg, a
guick examlnation of the battle reveals that the 4th Armored
Divislon, after an Inltlal unsuccessful attempt to seize the town
by a goupe de main, went over to the tacticai defensive ang awaited
the advanced elements of the 45th Infantry Division. Because the
45th fought most of the battle for Aschaffenburg, thls tactical

outllne will focus on it.

Operation UNDERTONE was the Seventh (US> Army operation to
plecrce the'ﬂgg;uall and drive to the Rhine River.®¢ It had startec
on 15 March and according to the offiglal hlstory of the 45th
Infantry Division, it was siow, deadly work.®® By 19 March the
German defenses had been breached and on the 22d the units pushed
to the Rhine. The concurrent geizure of the Ludendorff Railroaag
Bridge by the 9th Armored Division and the rapid establishment of a
bridgehead by the First (US) Army on 7 March 1945 had changed the
nature of the Rhine crossings for later American unlits, for in
splte ot the fact that the crossings were conducted under flire,
because they were not the first, the defenders were busy trying to
gtem the tide at the already-existing bridgeheads. 0On 26 March the

XV (US> Corps began [ts assault over the rlver with the 45th
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Infantry and 3rd Infantry Divisions spearheading the assualt on a

fifteen mile wide sector betweem Gernheim and Mannhelm.®<

The Rhine had been breached and one of the congequences of
the German decision to strongly contest the Allies west of the
river was that the resistance between the Rhine and the Main River
in south-central Germany was weak and unorganized, it was more of &
delaying action than of a defense. The Allles recognlzed this and

the race across Germany wag stacted in ernest.

Serman Fipal Preparations

As the winter of 1945 faded Into spring the Germans knew
that the battle for the homeland had begun. On 26 February
Qperstaruopenfyehrer Paul Hausser, the commanding general of Army
Group G sent thls message to General der Infantrie Walther Hahm,
the commander of LXXXII Corps:

The execution of all measures In the East necessitates a
holding of the lines in the West. There is no compromise
here either.... He who gives up the fight i3 not only a
coward but he betrays alsc our women and children....
All soldlers geparated from their unlts who are found
loltering on roads, In towns, with the trains, claiming
to be straggiers, are to be executed on the spot.=”
There is no equivocation, the new S8 commander of Army Group G is
setting the tone for his conduct of operations. The intent of the

commander ig clear, discipline will be maintalned and there will be

no compromise in the determination to win.
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Ten days later, on 7 March 1945, elements of CCB 9th Armored
Division siezed the Ludendorff Bridge over the Rhine River at
Remagen and established a small! brldgehead. The Americans had
their first foothold In the heart of the Reich and they would
explolt it over the next few weeks in ever-increasing numbers,

Gbhergtaruppenfuehrer Hausser would have an opportunity to test the

will of hig troops to continue the struggle.

As the war approached preparatlon continued ln

Aschaffenburg. In early 1945 a Festungsdienststelle (Fortress

Service Organizatlion) was establ!shed to supervise the
refurblishment of the Wetteray-Main-Tauper Line. Based on the
bunker suitabllity criterla of 1945, It found 268 of the 329
bunkers not fit for employment.®® With the formal designation as a
fortress and the installatlon of a combat commander on 5 March the

work started In earnest.

During the night of 20-21 March the garrison received a
teletype message wlth the code word "Gnelsenau" indicating an
upgrade to full ajert. The alert was executed over the next few
days and by 0730 hours on 23 March the measures had been
implemented. The next day Major Lamberth, the combat commander,
went to Michaelstadt to Seventh Army headguarters to give a
personal report and the garrlson was placed under the army’s
control .=* Simultanecusly, the U.5. 4th Armored Division was

crossing the Rhine River at Worms for a drive to the Main River,
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which it reached at 1200 hours the next day. The battle of

Aschaffenburg was about to begin.
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CHAPTER 4
THE DATTLE

Introgucsion

This chapter deals with the battle for the clty of
Aschaffenburg from 25 March to 3 April 1945. covering the four
pnases of the struggle: Engagement (25-26 March). Equilibrium
(27-28 March). Attrition (28-30 March), Reauction (31 March - 3
Aprll). It is chronological, describing the actlions taken by botn

sides to gain the lnitiative ana gsecure a tactical advantage,

2etting the Stage

For QKW the news in the west was bad. The Allies hadg
breached the Westwa]l. Slezed the Saar Palatlnate and the
Rhineland., crossed the Rhine in several places and now were
ariving. almost unopposed, towards the heart of the Reien. Ln
south central Germany remnants of Wehrmacht units were streaming
back to the next ecnelon of defensive positions atong the Wetter.
Main ana Tauber River systems. Their fitness for combat was poor
ang anv effort at defense resembled more of an armeda aelay.
Pushing them were two strong American armies, the Thirda and the

Seventh, both with as much combat experience as any American units.

The Thlrd Army spearhead was the 4th Armoreda Divigion cacing
across the flat country between the Rhine ana the Main throuah

Darmstaat. The operation was aided by the German Seventn Acmy
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commander S gecision to apandon the cdefense of Darmstadt, a city
already substantially destroyed by aerlal bomping.* In the 38«
weather of the Bavarian spring morning LTC Creighton W. Abrams-
Combat Command B (CCB), a strong force of 2500 men, raced to the
Maln River in Aschatfenburg followlng a report of a road bricge

8till undamaged over the rlver,

Awalting them on this Palm Sunday were the five thousand

combatants of Kampfkommando Aschaffenbura (KKA)> and German troops
under the control ot the 413 Replacement Division statf, hastily

oraerea by UKW to control all forces along the Main River front
trom Hanau to Miltenberg.® Most of the division’s 0,000
partially-trained troops were concentrated in the maior towns aiong
1t9 50 kllometer tront. However, at the start ot the battle
Aschaffenburg was an lsoiated cefensive stronghoid wlth few other
troops for support.® KKA positioned its forces as seen at figure 8
with an 1nitiai echelon of troops on the west bank of the river in
the Nilkheim saiient ana the second echelon arraved in strongpoints
trom west to east on hlgh ground, or in fortified positions in
tront of the urban area of the city. A weakly neld area was the
open ground south of the city in the vicinity of the Nilknheim

railroad oridge.
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OPENING TROOP DISPOSITIONS. 25 MARCH 1945

Deutscha Verteidigungs-Stellung

Aschaffenburg
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Rav | - 25 Mapch 1945

At 0900 hours the German command at Babenhausen. nine miles
to the west, calied Aschaffenburg to report that the town was under
attack py strong American armored forces. Thls information went
out to all strongpoints and Malor Lamberth, the Combat Commanaer,
oraered the burning of all secret documents. At noon sentries |n
the towers of the Jchloss Johannispurg reported the approach ot the
Americans along Darmstaedter Strasse, the road from Babenhausen.
The members of CCB, 4th Acrmored Division were driving for the
Mainbcucke over the Main at the apex of the Nllkhelm salient.”

They reached the bridge and trled to push their way across under
intense small arms fire. As the first Sherman tank tried to focce
its way across it exploded with a flash from multiple hité trom
antitank rockets, antitank shells, mortars and smali arms tire.®
Thi1s caused the Americans to withdraw from the nose of the saiient,
Simuitaneousiy German detenders [n the SchiQgs saw American men and
armoreq venicies crossing the undamaged railroaa briage three

kliometers upriver (south) from the road bricge.

As the lead American units were pulling back from the road
orldage, LTC Harold Cohen, commander of the [0th Armored I[nfantrv,
receivea a radio call teiling him of the rallroad bridae. He
Qirected the battaiion recon platoon to take the bridge and all
available vehicles to provide fire support. [n rapid succession.

unger intense small arms flre, the sScouts swarmed across the
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one-track-wide (ron giraer structure, cutting wires, pusning aerial
bomps riggea for demolition into the river. Once onh the other sige
gome men dove In the water to swim to the center support to cut
away additional bombs.= When reasonably assured that the briage
would not blow up In thelr faces, three companies of infantry went
across on foot, followed by thelr halftracks and some tanks from
the 37th Tank Battallon,”™ By 1230 hours the Amerlcans had moved
away from the river and were fighting their way up the siopes of
the Blschperq and the Erblg against |lght resistance. Realizing
the importance of tnhe brldgehead, LTC Abrams moved as much compat

power over the bridge as he dared.

The American approach to the clty had occurred so tagt that
the pians for the destruction of the bridges were not executed.
gperleytnant Paul Keil, the raliroad bridge commanger, was awaiting
cgemoiltions wnich aid not arrlve In time.* When thls was reportea
to the combat commander he ordered lmmediate counterattacks, but
the Americans had built up such strong forces that the attacks
tailed. While the defenders were {rying to stop the nemorchage at
the railroad bridge, they did succeed in blowing up the Majporucke
sendlng two spans Into the muddy water. By mid-atternoon. despite
repeated ground counterattacks and sorties py ME-109 fighters. tne
Americans had opened an ejght square kilometer |oagement on the
east pank ot the Maln. The Nllkheimer ra!llroad briage was the oniy
intact bridae across the Main River from Frankfurt to Miltenberg:

tne Wetterau-Majin-Tauper Line had been compromised. In the
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atternoon the German Seventh Acmy commander, Genera] der Infantrle

(major general) Felber visited the city to assess the situation.
Having the recent exampie of the Remagen rallracd brlidge, he was
especlally aware of the lmportance of contalning the American
penetration.” He directed that all avallable units be sent to the

Main front at Aschaffenburg.

In mid-atternoon the Americans attempted to capitailze on
the briagehead by trylng to seize the town of Schweinheim by a goup
de main. A strong force of tanke and infantry, supportecd py
artillery, attacked the town alcng the flat roliing farmiand. put
pullea back to positlons on the Erblg, the Sternberyg ana the
Bischberg after loosing several tanks and engaging in hand-to~hana
flghting.'® Before nightfall US units had moved north along the
river to the southern approaches to Aschatfenburg. The eiements
not engaged in the pridgehead mounted assauits to eliminate
1solated German defengive positions in Schoenbusch Park and in

Leider (Figure 8).

[hus, on the first gay of the pattle ot Aschatienourg tne
Americans haa gained a foothold across the Main River, put at a
cost of four tanks put out of action and and several men kiiled or
wounded, Althougnh a bridgehead was firmly established thev had
missed an 1mportant opportunity. The area gouth of the clity was
initialiy lightiy cefended, but In the words of LTC Cohen, "the
Wehrmacht moved in and built up a ¢rust." A magsing ot torces 1n

the Aschaffenburg area could have provided a quick entrance into

81



tne Spessart Mountains and the Franconian heartland beyond. The
Germans saw the possibllity and the Aschaffenburg area became a
scowenhrpunkt drawing forces from the entire area. Yet, they were
too late to erase the bridgehead and haa committec a tactical

blunder simiiar to that made at Remagen.

Destruction of bridges was an engineer function that was
centralized in engineer channels. According to Major Lamberth, the
agestruction of the Maln brldges (one road ana two rail bridges in
the LKA sector) was not a part of the defensive plan deveicped in
the fall of 1944. In an article written after the war he states
that the plan tfor the briages came to the clity. without comment. on
23 March from Wehrkrejs XII In Wiesbaden.'*® Bridges were such a
strategic asset that DKW probably chose to centralize their controi
to avold their destructlon by inexperienced, or at least not

ful ly-informed. commanders.

The Americans seized the inltjative at the priage angd then
let it si1p away when they did not follow up agalnst aefengers so
teeble that poth the commander of the 413 Repljcement Division s
home Wenhrkreig and the chief of staff of Seventh Army were
painfully aware of the inferior quality of its men and equipment.:‘-
There are several possible reasons why the Americans did not press
the attack. They were at the end of a lengthening supply line,
were the only force across the Main River ana aid not know if they
were being drawn into a trap where they couid be hit in the flank

and destroyed, AlsSo, because of its position in a bowl formead by
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the Spessart Mountains and the Maln River, the clty could not be
bypassed. The reduction of a defended city is always a costiy,
time-consuming operation, especlally for an armored formation. It
was the habit of the US Army In Europe In the Second World War to
attach aaditional lnfantry to armored combat commands to give them
adged protection and make them more sulted tor combat in
restrictive terrain. The 4th Armored Division had received the
328th lntantry Regiment from the 26th Infantry Division on 24
March, pbut CCB had not yet been reinforced.'“ But perhaps the most
important reason CCB did not press the attack was that, eftective
2680001 Mar 45, an army boundry change would make Aschaffenburg
officially the responsibility of the US Seventh Army. On order, CCB
wouid cross the Maln at Hanau and join the rest of the 4th Armorea
Divislon ln a push north towards Glessen., So the initlative gainea
by the seizure of the bridgehead was aliowed to pass to the

Germans, who were rushing relnforcements Into the area by rall.

Dav 2 -~ 26 March 1949

As an indication of the seriousness with which the American
penetration was viewed by the Germans, a two-perscn speciai
commission was dispatched from QKW. SS Qbersturmbannfuencer
(S5-lieutenant colonel) Wegener, an ORW statff officer, ana
2tapsgapotneker (staft pharmicist) Stumpf, a gistrict Judge trom the
Ber(1in area, arrived in the clity on the 25th with credentials

signed by QKW chief Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel. They were
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empowered to dlrect operations in the clity If necessary. [t was

plain that Kampfkommandanten Lamberth was goling to have pienty of

nelp In nis defense of the clty.**

As the Seventh Army rushed reinforcements to the Main front.
the Americans maintalned pressure on the bridgehead. To outtiank
the American bulge on the east bank the defenders reinforced the
positlons in Schwelnheim and Stengerts Hill to the east ot the nose
ot the penetration. While the defenders kept up a gtream of smai!
arms anda mortar tire on the buige, the eiements of CCB in the bulge
recelved word to disengage. They were to make no further
penetration. but just withdraw and hold the bridge.‘* As they
complied, the Wehrmaght was making organizational changes in the

defending forces.

In the early morning hours of 26 March QKW placed the 413
kepiacement Uivision undger the command of the Seventn Acmy. There
was still no Intermediate headquarters, hut the German Hlgh Command
teit it nad to achieve some operational control of the Main xiver
rront.'> It can be argued that in the face ot the near totai
breakdown in the commana and controi apparatus of the German torces
at tnis stage of the war, assigning any higher controlling staft
above corps level was wishful thinking, but QKW must have telt tnis
necessary. Certainly the influence of Aprmv Group G ana Sevencth
Army became less as the battle progressed. Army Group G.

especially, had no reserves, no Inte!ligence aystem, no adequate
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command facilities, and almost no right to make indepenacent

decisions in its zone of action.

To relnforce KKA the 36 Yolksarenadier Divigion (YGD) was
ordered from north of Michelstadt to the area south of the
penetration to block any Ameclican breakout to the south., They were
accompanied by the 416 infantry Divigion directed to occupy the
area to the south of the 36 VGD,*” and elements of the XIII JS
Corpg which entered the llne along with the 256 YGD on the city's
right flank.'® In an attempt to improve coordination on ltg tianks
KX established lialson with the combat commands in Klingenberg on
1ts left and Hanau on its right. Hanau, |ike Aschatfenburg, was
unger oraers to fight to the end, although It was stil} quiet in

most of the city.!?

On the tactical side the situation was approachlng
equilibrium. The Americans did not want to attack and the Germans
were not yet strong enough to do so. CCB mounted limited assualts
toward the Obernauer Kolonie section on the southern end of city.<-
anda along Bischberger Strasse in the direction ot Schweinheim.
Both attacks extended the US lines and gave them a toehold in the

suburps of the clty.

It Is in thls context that the events of the “Hammelburg
Ra1g" untold. US Third Army commander Lieutenant Genera| George 5.
Patton directed the use of the Aschatfenburg brldgehead to launch

an armored thrust towards the German POW camp at the Wehrmacht
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infantry training area at Hammelburg, forty mlles northest of the
city. The object was to free the American offlicer prisoners heid
there and bring them back to American lines. Among those prisoners
wag Patton‘s son~ln-law, LTC John Waters. The decision was statfed
auring the day and Patton himseif came to the Aschaffenburg area to
discuss the mission with the leaders involved. The troops for the

mission would come from CCB.=*

During the nignt of 25-26 March, Major Stliler, Patton's
aiqe, came to Aschaffenburg and told LTC Cohen to “prepare for a
dangerous migsion."*® After geveral hours of discussion on its
gize, and whether It should go at all, a task force of 53 vehicles
(jeeps, |ight and medium tanks, halftracks and assault guns) and
294 men uncer the command of CPT Abraham Baum was assembled.
equipped and briefed during the daylight hours of 26 March. The
pilan called for the Task Force Baum to punch through Schweinheim.
get on the main road towaras Haibach and follow routes 8 and 26 to
Hammeiburg. Startlng with a thirty minute artiilery preparation at
2030 nours the infantrymen, engineers and tankecs of CCB fougnt
into Schweinheim and cleared a path through the town. The Germans
put up a getermined detense and it wasg not until mianignt that TF
Baum pusn through and reached the main road in the vicinity of
Artijilerie Kaserpe in the southeastern part of Aschaffenburg. Unce
on the main road they drove raplidiy te the northeast encountering

light resistance,
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The immedlate reaction on the part of the Germans was one ot
contusion. OQutposts along the route reported the presence of a
mechanized column in the German rear, and a number of trains moving
troops and supplies west along the Main River valley were engagea
and damaged.<* {Upon reaching QKW these reports contributed to the
impression that the Main River front was in jeopardy, and
contributea to the strengthening of the front at Aschaftfenpurg by
convincing the German High Command that a leak must pe plugged. At
the same time, Geperal der Infantrie Weisenberger., the commander ot
Wehrkries XII1. took steps to stop the penetration which eventualiy
succeeded on the morning of the 28th when the force was surrouncea
ana capturea,=~ While the rald contributed directly to the
reinforcement of the Aschaffenburg area, it aiso indlirectly
contributed to the long term weakening of the front. The Wehrmacnt

realized the necessity of holding at least some forces in reserve,

After the departure of Task Force Baum, CCB pulled back to
its positions on the high ground overlooking the city. The hara
tougnt toenoid in Schweinheim was relinqulished as it prepared :or
another mission. The battle of Aschaffenburg was about to enter
another phase. The Germans had lost the briage, but, witn the
exception of TF Baum, they were able to contain the penetration.

Meanwnile., the Americans were retrenching.
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Jav 3 - 27 March 1945

To enhance the control on the Main River the statf of the
416 Intantry Divigion was ordered by the German Sgyventh Army to
take over contro] of the defense of the area from the 413
Repiacement Diviglon.*® Even though better equipped. and with a
more experienced staff, the 4i6 ID struggled to receive, organize
and properly distrlbute the many small independent units that wnere
arriving on the front. They were mostly training units of the
Replacement Army, with lnadequate training and equipment. During
the day Aschaffenburg received a grenadler tralning battaiion, a
light artillery training sectlion, a medium artillery training unit.
a flak tralning battalion and an englneer trainling company.<*
Facing the Amerlcans was a collection of various repiacement ana

-

tralning units.=” Notably absent in the forces avaliable were
adequate 1nfantry units. However, we should not make too much ot
tne lack of infantry unlts, for durlng the Battle of the Buige the
U.5. Army rushed men not assigned to infantry units to the front

ang many tought weil. As will be seen below. regardiess ot thelr

apparent quality, the replacement units fougnt vigorously.

On the American side, CCB was puliing across the Main into
assempiy area prior to moving towards Hanau to regotn the rest ot
the divigion., Its place In the Nilkheim bridgeneaqQ wag taken oy
the lst Battallon, 104th Infantry (26th Infantry Division), then

attacned to the 4th Armoced Division. In the early morning hours
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the battalion, reinforced with a company of medium tanks from the
778th Tank Battalion, moved to the Aschaffenburg front and relievea
CCB.%= While the 1/104th IR cautiously approachea Schweinheim
(Figure 9> other American units were beginning to learn about

Aschaftenburg.

The boundry change that had become effective the preceeding
day gave the Seventh Army’s XV Corps responsibility for
Aschaffenburg and it In turn directed its left flank unit, the 45th
Intantry Diviglon, to move lnto the area. The 45th ID was moving
east against light registance with three regiments abreast (See
Figure 10>. MG Frederlcks, the division commanger, gave the 157th
Infantry Regiment, moving on his right flank the mission of seizing
the town. In the morning of the 27th, LTC Felix Sparks., the
commanaer of the 3rd Battalion, 157th Infantry, was orderec to
arive rapialy to the Main at Aschaffenburg and selze the high
ground immediately peyond the rlver. According to LTC Sparxs he
was informed that the town had been cleared by the Third Army. he
was not told of Task Force Baum operating beyona the civer.
altnough he was told not to fire on any American tanks he might
find to nis tront<®> Leaving its assembly area at 1200 hours the
3/157 IR arrived at the Nilkheim railrcaa bridge at 1400 nours.

The iead elements of the battalion discovered the bridge plankea
over to facilitate vehicle movement, but found no friendly toops.

& platoon., and then a company, wag sent across the pridge., and
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EXPANSICN OF THE AMERICAN RHINE BRIDGEHEAD
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while being engaged with mortars and small arms fire, it met the

American troops holding the bridgehead.=®°

The 3}157 IR took up defensive positions on the west bank of
the Main while the ieaders coordinated the relief in place. LIC
Sparks met with the captain commanding the bridgeheaa who said that
his orders were to hoid the bridge “until relieved." He also toid
Sparks that the town was not cieared.®: After reileving the recon
troop, the 3,157 IR moved across the briage and took up aetensive
positlons. At 1400 hours and agaln at 1600 hours the Americans
répulsed two strong counterattacks by the defenders in Schweinheim.,
They aiso received meortar and small arms fire from the high ground
east of the town, but by 1640 hours the rellef jn piace was
complete; the battie was thelrs®* Immediately two rifle companies
gsupported by acrtillery and tank destroyers made a coordinatea
assault on the town. A small toehold was siezea on the east siqe
ana fifteen prisoners captured=*, The period of equillbrium in the

battle of Aschaffenburg was over.

The st.tt resistance at the Main River line was unexpected.
The 45th ID nad met determined resistance at the Westwai! and wniie
¢rossing the Rhine, but the forty kilometers between the Rhine ana
the Malin naa been lightly defended. The division had encountereq
more clvilians with white flags than soldiers with assuait rifies,
It must have seemed ag if the end was finally in sight and German
reslstance was crumblling at last. [n the words of LTC Sparks, "The

resistance i1n the Aschaffenburg area came as a great suprise to my
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regiment and dlvision.*** The news that the reglment had an enemy
torce several thousand strong to overcome was not welcome, and as
the fighting progressed, led to lncreased bitterness on the part of
the attackers. The soidiers of the 45th ID feit they had been |iea

to by the 4th AD.*=

As the 3/157 IR settled Into the brlidgehead the Germans were
consolldating thelir positions to block any breakout. The 36 YGD
occupied positons on the right fiank of KKA in the millitary
training area on the =mouth side of Schwelnheim, and in the hilis
beyond. To increase the level of control on the front Seventh Army
alerted the [XXXI] Corpg to take over the cdefense of the Main River
tlne by 1200 hours the next day.®* In addition to its own weak
units it would have KKA with lts collection of some {5 various

replacement and convalescent units to defend the river line.~”

Day 4 - 24 March 1949

kKA still nela. The 36 YGD was weakly outposting the
southern end of the city and the 286 YGD had troops in contact witn
tne western gstrongpoint in Mainaschaff. The American penetration
nad peen sealed off, and German forces were Strong enough that the
only safe US crossing slites were sti|l! around the ratlroad bridge.
As the strongest of the German units facling the Americans, the 36
VGD was selected to conduct a counterattack to eliminate wnat the
Germans called the "Obernau Bridgehead.* DBefore dawn the g7tn ana

1658th [nfantry Regiments, along with two light and one medium
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artillery battalions, were in place te the south.2®® Throughout the
day the leauers conducted reconnalssance and reheacsed the pian,
which called for the 165 Grenadier Regiment (GR) to hit the rignt
flank of the American buige in the viclnity of the Erbig. while the
87 _GR pushed to the river at Obernau. The dlvislon’s other
regiment, the 1l8th was stll] moving up from the Mlchelstaat area.

The town of Gallbach served as the assembly area.

On the American side, beglnning at 0730 hours the rest of
the 157th IR, and [ts supporting arms and services, motored to the
Main River near Aschaffenpurg and started to cross the railiroad
Driage, which was under enemy air attack by ME-1098 for part of tne
cay.®* All elements of the 3/157 IR were in positlon ln the
oriagehead by 1200 hours, those not In the |lne occupied an
assembly area near the river east of the Erblg preparing to attack
into Scnweinneim, The 27157 IR followed, crossed into the
oridagehead and made preparations for an attack to the north aiong
the river. The (/157 IR crogsea the railroad bridge at 1530 nours
ana occupied an agsembly area preparing to attack petween its

sjster battalions.+®

At approximately 1530 hours the regiment began a general
attack supported by the 158th Fleld Artlllery Battalion. set up in
Schoenbuscnh Park three kilometers west of the town.*' Company A,
1?1st Tank Battalion. Company B, 645th Tank Destroyer Battalion ana
Company B. 2na Chemical Mortar Battalion. The 27157 IR attacked

into the Qperpauer Kolopie on the regimental left flank in a ¢oiumn
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of companies with Company F leading. The company met strong smali
arms, machinegun and antl-tank grenade fire, and inched its way
forward to a position two kilometers northeast of the railroad
bridge where |t remalned overnight (Figure 11). The 3/157 IR
attacked into the eastern end of Schweinheim encountering very
stift resistance with Company I on the left, Company K on the rignt
and Company L in reserve. Although supported by tactical air ana
artillery, it falled to pass beyond the cutskirts of the town
pDecause of determined German reslstance, which included officer
aspirants from the Wehrkreisq officer training school in the town.
The 1,157 IR the regimental reserve, sent Company C north into the
gap between the 2nd and 3rd Battallons against heavy sniper fire,
The attack halted at dark as companies tled in to the flanking

units for the night.

While the attack within the bridgehead was in progress,
other soldiers of the regiment cleared the last resistance in tne
Nilxkheim salient 1n the town of Lelder.”2 With the salient
cieareda, Company A. 120th Engineer Combat Battaiion repairea the
approaches ana the planking on the floor ot the railroad briage to
improve the trafficability. An interesting find aquring the acay was
the discovery of a warehouse full of lliquor, which was distributeq

throughout the divisgsion.*¥

Meanwh! le the rest of the 45th Division was moving to the
river. The division CP became operational at 1545 hours ln the

town of Gross QOstheim. where it was jolned by the CPs of the
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aivision artillery and the 645th TD Bn (Flgure 11).%* The other
Infantry regiments of the 45th 1D moved to the Main River., Tne
179th IR arrived first and sent 3/179 IR and then the 1/179 IR
acrogs the rallroad briage to clear Obernau and occupy the hlan

ground to the east of the river tying ln with the 157th.

49 the 45th ID consolldated on the Main River the Germans
were Increasing their Investment of men and materiel In the detense
of Aschaffenburg. By 1200 hours the L[XXX]I Coros reported to
Seventn Acmy that it haa positive contact with the 256 YGD. KKA, 16
YGD ana the 416 10.*S Although the Germans were rapidly becoming
outhumbered, they 8tiil had some 5000 combatants defending in a
city that was increasingly becoming rubbled by artillery, aerial

bompling and ground attack.

While the defenders fought resolutely against the 157tn IR,
the military and pollitical leadership of KKA took gteps to clarity
the role of every person in the fortress. To remove any dount as
to what lay in store for the clty two proclamationg were 1ssued.
one by tne Kreigieiter <(County Leader) and cne by the
Kamptkommandant. That published by K;giglgl;g: Wohigemuth, no
doubt with the concurrence of Gaylejter Hellmuth in Wurzburg,
ordered mothers, the very young, the very old, and the sick out of
the town. It said in part:

Whoever remains In the city belongs to a
pattiegroup which will not know any seifishness,

put will know only unlimlted hatred for this
cursed enemy of ours. They will khow only
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campliete sacrifice for the Fuehrer and the

nation. Day ang night we will work. We will

commit all our power to do the enemy the

greatest possible damage becauge we knhow that

Germany will live {f we are prepared to glve our

| lves, =
There nad been scattered reports of clviijans fighting with the
Wehrmacht along the Maln River front, and 1t is the att{tude
expressed In this proclamation that explains the increased use ot
civilians 1n the defense.*” At this polnt of the war the term
civillan can really only be applled to the very young, very old ana
females, pecause virtually everyone elge was either in the army or
in some quasi-military organization of the Nazl Party deputized tor
the cefense of the Fatherland. With the officlal sanction of the
Party those who were able started moving out of the clty to amail
towns and the farming villages in the Spessart Mountains.”® Local
Aschaffenburg historian Dr. Alols Stadtmueller relates that of a

pre~war population of 38,000, only some 3500 civillans lived in the

celiacs of the destroyed clty throughout the battle.»”

Mayor Lamperth, the Kampfkommandapt. also issued a
proclamatlion addressed to "Solalers. Men of the Yolssturm.

Comrades" :

The fortress ot Aschaffenburg wil! be aefended
to the iast man. As iong as the enemy gives us
time we will prepare and employ our troops to
our best advantage. This means flght. build
parrlers. erect dugouts, get supplies! As ot
togay, everyone ls to give his (sic] to the
last. [ order no one shall rest more than three
hours cut of twenty four. [ forbld any sitting
around or loafing. OQur bellef |ls that it is our
mission to glve the cursed enemy the greatest
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resistance and to send as many ag pogsible of
them to the devil.=°

As a veteran combat leader Lamberth was aware of the sense of
Napoleon's aphorism that In war the moral 18 to the physical as
three is to one, He was removing all doubt as toc the fate of the
garrison, Whether they fought for their homes, for the fatherlana
or out of fear of the 5SS and the Party, the defenders of
Aschatfenburg would fight. As i{f to reinforce the point, auring
the night he received a teletype message from QKW ordering Festung
Aschaffenburg to "fight to the last cartridge.s*

During the night the cpposing sides traded mortar flre, small
arms flre, ana probed each other‘s lines. In actlivities elsewhere
atfecting the pattie, the 416th ID southern flank was threatened by
crossings of the Main by the 3rd Infantry Division In the vicinity
of Obernperg and Kiingenberg, and the fall of Hanau to the 26tn
infantry Divislon jecparalized the right tlank ot KKA oy ariving

pack the 296 YGD.=-

N .

As in all analysis an appreciation of the situation gepenas
on perspective. 0On the American siqe, the commanders ot tne
Seventh Acmy and XY Corps were pleased. Two days after preaking
out trom the Rhine bridgeheaa the next gignificant barrier was
preached. Two divisionsg, the 45th ID and the 3rd ID, held

pricgeneads on the east bank of the Maln River and were aavancing,
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although resistance was stiffening. The German’s Seventhh Army and
LAXXI] Corps commanders were less sanguine. They had stopped the
hemorrhaging of the front, but could not be optimistic about the

future.

What aoes a closer look at the sltuation reveal? The
American tight now belonged to the 45th Infantry, a veteran
division particlpating In {ts fifth campaign. The mlsslon was
clear, Aschaffenoburg was to be lnvested and reduced. Ag the Allles
drove east for a link-up with the Russians the objective now pecame
the Wehrmacht, and any other concentrations of Nazl power. It
pecame apparent that Aschaffenburg was both a military and a
political objective, military because of its garrison, political as
a geat of Nazl power resisting American milltacy mignt. After the
tailure of a bold attempt at a ¢oup ge maln auring thelr first fui.
day at the city. the veteran leadershlp of the division saw the

necessity for a reduction in detail as time-consuming ang costiy.

The Americans had material superiority, but a case can be
made tor the superiority of will of the Germans. At thig point
both sides couig see that the war was aimost over, ang the
Americans resented the stubborn resistance of the defenders or
Agchatfenourg. A press release from this time captures the mooa,

Our own troops have never been more bitter apout
4 single action, despite thelr participation In
tive campaigns. Thunderbird troops, realizing

the futility of German defense, were never So
anxious to clear a town as they were to wipe out
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thls garrison that has cost them 30 many
casualitleg, ==

Even aranting that the correspondent was overstating the case to
get his dispatch printed, the passage above Indicates a retlcence
to c¢lose with the enemy, while at the same time an acceptance of
the necessity of dolng so. This attlitude haraened as the battle

progressed,

Compare this mindset with the “flght-to-the-{ast-cartridage"
attitude of the Germans. A fyehrer directive making the clty a
combat command, an order to fight to the last man, ana
proclamations exhorting the population to greater efforts were
having their effect. The Germans were capitalizling on the only

reai strength they posgsessed, their will.

But often will is not enough. With superiority of armor,
artillecy and air support on the side of the enemy, the cefengers
aid have strengths. They had a sophisticateg detense, terraln that
torcea the attacker lnto frontal assault, troops who knew the
terrain, the support of the population, a resupply ana replacement
link to the interior of the Reich., a well-tegted city c¢ompat
doctrine, and an effective messenger system |linking strongpoint to

strongpaolnt.

However, In the final analysis, as they started the fifth
day of the degperate fight for the clty, the Germans were at a
disadvantage. The probiems are summarlzZeqa by the commanaer ot the

413 Repiacement Diviglion who explained poor Wefrmacny performance
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as the result of: congtant revision of orders which overtaxed
staffs and confused commanders: primltlive command and control
mechanisms because of the jack of communicatlions which enabled the
enemy to gain local tactlcal advantages: tactical inferiority
stemming from Inferior forces, poor staffs and poor leaders: a lack
ot reserves which eliminated tactical flexipllity: enemy air
superiority which stopped daytime resupply and reinforcement: and
inadgequate supporting arms for the infantry,5® The German concept
of Auftragstaktik, or mission-type orders, only works welil when
poth the leaders and the led are trajned to a standard with a
common frame of reference. The level of training was so uneven

along the Maln front that Auftragstaktik would not work.

Day S - 29 March 1945

With US units in control of the high ground to the south of
Aschaffenburg the KKA strategy was to reinforce the southern
approaches, Elements of the garrison deployed on a line running
through Schweinheim west towards the river. The tactica! plan was
to kéep the enemy off the high ground of Schweinheim Hiil whlch
separates tne town from Aschaffenburg proper. Schweinheim was
becoming rupbled, but the defenderg capltalized on the destruction
Dy constructing nasty fighting positions in the destroyea
bullaings. The defense of Schweinheim was becoming the
responsibllity of officer candidates from the Reserve (fficers

vandaiaate Schoo! in Bois-Brule Kaserne.®* The qefenses of
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Schweinheim were also tied to the 36 YGD In the local training area

running east through Hill 209 to Hill 347.

Despite the pressure of repeated local counterattacks in
Schweinheim, by 0730 hours the Amerlcans resumed thelc attacks: the
2,157 IR nocth along the river and the 3/157 IR east into
Scnweilnheim. The 2nd Battalion attack lmmdeiately bogged down ana
it called for the medium tanks of B/191 TB to help clear out enemy
resistance with maln gun and machinegun fire. Each house had to ce
requced againgt a resolute defenge.®* In the Schweinheim sector
the 37157 IR, with Company C from the 1/157 IR on its ieft flank.
attacked with two companies up and one back, reached the first
gtreet nby 0830 hours against the same determinea resistance. The
fignting was house-to-house with reports of civilians fighting
alongside the Wehrmacht soldiers.®” In Schweinheim the tighting
was g0 intenge that Company L, attacking on the right across the
open tlielas into the town, lost all [ts officers and 100 men of L8y
in tive minutes.=" Once the attack stalled the Americans dug in

ana held on while artillery and mortars softened up the town.

Because of the strength of the resistance Colone! O'Brien.
the regimentai commander, decided to commlt his reserve pattaiion.
ang following a ten minute artillery preparation by the 105mm
howitzers of the 158 FA Bn, the 1/157 IR attacked in the gap
between the 2nd and 3rd Battalions. The division G-3 Reports tor
the period indicate that the fighting was difficult ana the

progress was very slow throughout the day due to fanatical German
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registance.®® AZS an indicator of the serious nature of the cay's=

engagements, the clearing station of the 120th Mealical Battalion
supporting the 157 IR recorded its largest daily casualty count of
the battle on 29 March.*° To add welght to the assault, all
available guns were used to fire on the town, including the 436
tank destroyers of the 645th TD Bn. Wlth one platoon of Company B
attacned to each battalion of infantry, they flred harrassing fire
Into Schweinheim, including 25 rounds at the steeple of the
Cathollc Church in the center of the town which was being usea as

an observatlon post.=!

Because of the character of the German defense the Americans
had to clear each house and barn individually. As veterans of
nouse-to-houge fighting in Italy and southern France the (57 IR was
proficient In the use of direct fire from heavy caliber weapons,
such as the 76mm gun on the M4A3 tank or the $0mm gun on the new
M36 tank destroyer. to supress the defenders which could then be
rusheq by a squad of infantry. It was tough, ploody fighting on
both siges. HNot only were personne! casualties high. put A/191 TB
loSt two tankg because of panzerfaust and artillery tire auring tne

day . - i

Ag the 157 IR was locked In the gtruggle for Schwelnhe(m the
rest of the 45th ID was preparing to conduct further operations.
Company A, 120th Englneer Combat Battalion was busy at the river
guaraing the rallroad bridge and preparing the banks for the

empiacement of a treadway bridge and the use ot boats and rafts to
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expedite crossing the rest of the division over the Main. For that
purpose the 831 and 832 DUKW Truck Companles were attached to the
aivision.=* The 179 IR continued its attacks against heavy
opposition from the 36 VGO in the area south of Schweinheim, while
the 180 IR movea across the river on the railroad bridge and took
up positions on the 179th right flank for the start of the ajvision
general attack planned for the next day.=* The final American

positions are seen In Figure 12.

The 29th was the second of the two days specified by
kreisieiter Wohligemuth for non-combatants to leave the city., ana
many did so, The city administration worked to get all those |ett
into air raid sheiters where they could be supplied with bread and
water. The streets were deserted as American artiiiery shells
continued to rain down on the town. Clvilian wounded and dead were
now adding to the medical and sanitatlon problems in the city.=*®
It was on this day that Kampfkommandant Lamberth demonstrated his
will to fight to the last man. In front of a wine shop in the
center ot town ne hung a Wehrmacht |lieutenant who had been
convicted af fahnenflucht (fleeing the fiag), i.e. desertion. The
otficer s body was left to hang with a sign warning death tgo ail
traitors.==* Such harsh treatment of a potential defender
illustrates the lengths to which Lamberth was wllling to go to
prosecute the fight. His declsion was encouraged by the otficers
of the SS Special Commission supervising the defense. It now

pecame apparent to the defenders that their leadership would stop

105



4STH INFANTRY DIVISION SITUATION OVERLAY
292400A MARCH 1945

Flgure 12

Source: U.S. Army, 45th Infantry Division, G-3 Report,
290001-292400A March 1945, CARL.
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at nothing to defend the clty.*” Durlng the day another order was
received from QKW directing the city to fight to the last

cartridge, furthetr clarlfylng the sltuation for the city.

Other events served to lndicate the Increasingly hopeless
situatlon of KKA. During the day the American 324th Infantry
Regiment of the 44th Infantry Dlvision ctogssed the Main near XKah!
and Klelnostheim, not far downstream from Aschatfenburg. Having
already been pushed back from the Main near Hanau, the 286 VGD now
nad an American penetration in the center of ltg sector. As a
precaution the [XXXI] Corps set up a radlc statlion in Aschatfenburyg
to keep communlications {f the garrison was surrounded.** While the
LXXXI{ Corps commander strugglied to counter the American attrition
tactics, he saw that he might have to pull back from the river,

thereby leaving the clty‘s garrison isolatea.

Dav 6 - 30 Macch 1949

The terrain most coveted by the Germans at this point was
the nign ground to the south of the city which dominated the
American bridgehead and the bulge. Capture ot the wooded Erpig
would permit them to control the saddle between the Bischberg ana
the Erplig that was the US avenue of approach into Schweinheim. in
German handas it would make Schwelnheim untenable. The capture of
the Erpig woula also split the seam between the 157 IR and the 179

IR, ana isclate the 179 IR from its line of communication ¢ver tne
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railroad bridge. Success in this endeavor was c¢ruclal to the

LXXX1l Corps efforts to stabilize the Maln River front.

At 000! hours two battlegroupg, based on the headquarters of
the 165 GR and the 87 GR, launched an Infiltration attack. The &%
GR was to seize the Erbig and then the Blschberg, while the 87 GR
would regain Obernau. The 165 GR immediately fell on the soidiers
of K/3/157 [R in their night defensive position, pinning them aown.
and bypassing them enroute up the hill. The 87 _GR proke througn
American (lnes and made the woods east of Opernau. Once the shock
of the attack passed the American response was heavy and direct.
Eiements of 1/157 IR, 37157 IR and 37179 IR counterattacked the
German penetration supported by tanks and heavy mortar and
artiliery fire. The Germans continued the attack in several rushes
at 0100 and 0320 hours, and by 0400 hours had a foothoid on the
Erplg ang were pushing across the saddle between the Erbig ana the
Biscnberg. The |65 GR fought hard, but under attack by armor ana
arvillery eventually haa to witharaw to the Erbig by 0830 hours.™-
The 87 GR enjoyed |imited success, but, it aiso had to withdraw.
Unaer tank-supported counterattacks both German regiments were
driven pack to tneir Jumping off points by 1200 hours with heavy

logses, ™~

[t was apparent to General Hahm of the L[XXXlII Corps that his
Situation was pecoming untenable and that orders would have to be
issued to pull pack from the Main River line. Reports were

receiveg auring the day of the fall of the compat commands south of
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Aschattenburg at Klingenberg and Mlltenberg. Of four combat
commandas [n his zone of action aiong the Main (Hanau,
Aschattenburg, Klingenberg, Miltenberg) only Aschaffenburg was
atill resisting.” ©Small packets of relnforcements trom
anti-alreratt, artlllery and service unlts were still arriving on
the front, but they were not enough. The three divisions ot the
corps were all being slowly driven back from the river. The 256
YGD was tenuously holaing on {0 positions west of Hanau, but under
constant attack. The 36 VYGD was consolidating its pesitions in the
torests and viliages to the south of Aschaftenburyg, but was beling
gteadily pushed back by the advancing American iﬁfantrymen. The
416 ID in the south was algo pushed back ana at the enda of the day

was eight kllometers from the river.

Throughout the day, as the 179 IR ana the (80 IR continueg
attacks to the east to flank the city, the 157th inched forwaca.
The Germans launchea at least five company-sized counterattacks
that were repulsed with moderate Amecrican losses, but with
supstantial German casualtles. As the day progressed the
counterattacks become less determined. The Germans were raplaly
approaching the limit of their abllity to take even local ottensive
action. The 27157 IR continued its attack into the southern part
of Aschaffenbury, with fighting so close that the defencers were
dropping nana grenades on the attackers from second story
windows.”# The 3/157 IR continued lts push into Schweinheim and.

agalnst stitf resistance, reached the far side of the towh on
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ground level with the edge of Artillerie Kaserpe In Aschaffenpurg
proper.”™ By nightfall the Infantrymen of the 3/157 IR had split
the town ln two, but continual German inflltration behind
previousiy ¢leared positions made holding the ground difficult. In
the early afternoon. in an effort to envelop the defenses of KKA,
the 17157 IR was ordered to attack on the right flank of the 3/157
IR to selze hlgh ground to the south of Schweinhelm. It dld so
with only two companies because Company C was plnned down by mortar
and small arms fire in lts positions between the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions. The pattalion gained a thousand yards against

effective resistance.”*

We can see [n these latest dispositions a recogni{tion by the
Americang that the battle of attrition based on frontai assaulis
was not working, and that the clty was not going to be easily taken
py direct assault. Conditions were now right for an envelopment of
the city. The 179th and 180th Infantry Regiments were outflanking
the city to the south, drlving back the Germans helding the
soutnern sector of KKA. Moving the 17157 IR from the miadle of thne
US line to the southern flank shows an appreclation for the neead to
uge the indirect approach of envelopment. This course of action
gave the Americans a chapce to fight |[n wooded instead of urban
terraln, and the opportunity to seize high ground dominating the
kasernes on Wurzpurger Strasse., The fighting in Schweinheim
foretold wnat compat would be like in Aschaffenburyg itseit. To

reauce the city withouf massive use of American life would take the
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proper use of the avallable combat multipllers. The American

ieadership dld not take long to use them.

On the German side, the failure to capture and hold the
Erblg represented the last concerted German effort to prevent a
tactical envelopment of Aschaffenburg. The LXXXII Corps haa
gambied and lost. [ts most compat-worthy unit had failea to break
tne American hold on the east bank of the Maln River. With the
German units to the south of the clty weakened, the 45th ID was in
a position to execute the plan gseen at Flgure 13, where the 179th
and the 180th Infantry Reglments would sweep around the southern
flank of the city and envelop the defenges, thereby cutting otf the

¢city from its life lines to the east.

For the Americans Aschatfenburg was alfficuit house-to-nouse
tloghting. To Improve the fire support avallaple to the infantrymen
organizatiocnal changes were necessary. At 0700 hours LTC Dolvin,
tne commanqger of the 1913t Tank Battalion, ordered three platoons
of i1ight tanks of Company D to mass in Schweinhelm to support the
3197 IR, The 37mm guns and machineguns of the MS tanks gave
excellent mobile firepower for infantry support. = These tanks,
compinea with the M4A3 Shermans of As/191 TB and the M36 tank
aestroyers of 3/B/645 TD Bn already in support, made the
preakthrougn possible. While D/191 TB stayed with the 2/157 IR in
Agchaffenburg, A/191 TB accompanied the /157 IR in its mission to

gain the high ground to the south and east of Schweinheim.
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The division took steps to increagse the number of artillery
tubes availabie to provide suppressive and harrassing fire. To
augment the fires of the 45th ID Divarty (three battallons of 105mm
and one of 155mm) the division artiilery of the 44th Infantry
Division, moving up in a quiet sector on the left flank, was
attached to the 45th ID., In acdition, the 194th Fleld Artillery
Group (three heavy battalions) and the 173rd Field Artillery Group
(two battalions) were placed in general support.”* For the rest of
the pattie up to thirteen battallons (90 tubes of artillery) firea
in support of the Americans at Aschaffenburg. To thlis was aacea
the weight of the 2nd Chemical Mortar Battalion (4.2") attached to
tne 157th Infantry throughout the fight. For KKA massed indirect
fire, In the words of a city administrator, “...played death and
aestruction on the city."?? The American artillery fire was so
heavy that some German particlipants of the battie called it as
rapid as machlinegun fire. The resuit of the Incessant pounalng was
the gradual destruction of the city, with a concurcent reducticn ot

the will of the defenders to fignt.

Most of this Good Friday of 1945 was rainy and overcast, sSo
much so that the U.S. Army Air Forces could not fly in support ot
operations. However, by 1800 hours the weather cieared and the
P-47 Thunderbolts of the 64th Flghter Wing, flying from bases just
inside France, flew elght sortles over the city dropping bomds and
firing rockets on the city center.”® But because of the ctoseness

of the pelligerents to each other, most of the effect of these
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mlssions gld not directly affect the tactjcal fight. The P-d7s
could only fire .50 caliber machineguns ln direct support of the

engaged troops pecause the front |lnes were so close to each other,

In the atternoon after consultation with the Seventh Armv
commanger, General Hahm gave the order for a general withdraw! of
the [XXXI[ Corpg from the Maln River |ine.”” This decision
recognized the reallty of the situation because at the time no
corps unics remalneq on the river. It permitted a somewhat oraeriy
withdrawi to positions further to the east. Kampfxommandant
Lamberth was Informea of this decislon and that from this point on
he would be fighting as a true combat command with no physical
contact with other German units. His mission was still to hola out
as long as pogsible. This [Is an excellent illustration of how the
fighting strength of a military organization breaks down when units
are upger two different headquarters wlth different missions.
LXXXI[ Corps was subordinate to Seventh Army with a mission to
defend in this part of the Rejeh. KXKA, although located in the
Seventn Army zone. as a combatl command was under the direct ocaers
ot QKW with a mission to flght to the end. Wwhen LXXXI[ Corps
troops pulled back KKA was isclated but not yet surrounded. ItS
oniy contact with Wefjrmacht units was by phone and radio. This
tack of unity of command ieft no doubt about the eventual fate of

- Ascha:f '

Though he was being abandoned by the [XXXII Corps Lamberth

was still busy directing operations against the enemy. He
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contlinued to capitalize on his real strength, the will of the
defenders, and published a newletter with the assistance of his
Nationaisozialistischer Fuehrungsgffizier (Nationa! Soclallist
Guicgance Officer) (NSFO), the political commisar attached to the
command.¥® In addition to reprinting the QKW war bulletin for 28
March, the Aschaffenburger Soldatenzejtung began with a quote from
Hitler on the necessity of continulng the struggle. but then
Ilncluded an extraordinary eaitorial from the Majnfrankische Zeitung
entitled "Runhiqg Blut!" (literally "Calm Blood") meaning "Keep
Caim." The eaitorlal called for calm and gave ways in which the
population could assist in defeating the enemy, but then mage an
unusual admlission. Saying that it wouid be siily to deny that the
situation was grave, the author wrote that it was now time tor
Main-franconia to pay the high price demanded of it. That Maior
Lamberth publlished this virtual admission of defeat is unusua: anaq
lndicated a desire to prepare the population for the eventual
outcome. That it was done with the help of the Nazi Party shows

that even some elements of the Party saw lite atter Hitler.

MaJjor Lamberth's time was also occupied with more military
activities., With the withdrawl of the 36_YGD the southern tlank
nad to pe relnforced and elements of Pigonjer Batajlion 9 were sent
to the high ground to the south of Schweinheim. The Germans still
neld out hope that the crossing site at the railroad bridge could
be interdicted. With the present American positions the pbridge was

at the extreme range of the indlrect fire weapons avallable {0 the
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defenders. Repeated ground attacks towards the pbridge had failed,
as hag several aerjal attempts, Including a try by a fllght of two
ME-262 Jet fighterg. The most bizarre actlon was conducted by a
team of Kriegsparipe frogmen who attempted to place a torpedo
agalnst the sandstone center support of the bridge and bring [t
down. Attempts during the nlghts of 29-30 March and 30-31 March

both taiied.®*

As German resistance diminished more soldiers ana clvillans
surrencered to the 45th ID. Among the 465 captured by the division
on this date were many 16 and 17 year olds who were surly and
defiant.®< The Hungarian POWs said that Major Lamberth orought in
50 58S troops to enforce alscipline and that the SS were to shoot
those who tried to escape to the American [ines.®= By the ena of
the day the Amerlcans had flrm control of most of Schweinheim, were
pressing into southern Aschaffenburg., and held high ground on the
southwest of the city. They had suffered ten kilied ana gver 30
wounded. American unit dispositions at the end of the day are seen

at Figure 14,

Durlng the day the 45th Infantry Division’s parent unit, the
XV Corps, consolidated 1ts hold on the Main River Line from the
poundry with the Thirda Army“s XI! Corps near Kahi. In the
Aschaffenburg sector the 106th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squaaron
relieved the last element of the Third Army on the western sSige of
Aschaffenburg. It reported no German forces on the western flank

of KKA. Elements of the 114 IR (44th ID) held the left flank ot
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the 45tn ID on the west side of the rlver. The Main Rlver was

secure for ten kilometers on each side of Aschatfenburg.<=

Day 2 - 31 March 1949

The seventh aay of the battle was a time of transition for
both sides, For KKA [t was one of accomecdation with the fact that
they were on thelr own, and that the fight “to the last man" nad
begun. The LXXXII Corpg was withdrawlng to the east and haa lost
all contact with the forces In Aschaffenburg. KEKA stli! controllea
a small part of Schweinheim, Gailbach to the southeast. Haibach to
the east, Hoesbach and Goldbach to the northeast. Damm on the
nocthern rim of the city, and Mainaschaff to the west. Within
these confines the pbattle would be fought to a conclusion in the
next four days. The Germans would fight resolutely for each meter
of ground inside an ever decreasing perimeter. They would be hit
with ail the weapons of modern war that the Americans could muster.

put on palance, they would give ag much as they recejved,

for the Americans it was a tlme of a gradual shift trom
attrition to maneuver warfare. Throughout the rest of the fight
the 27157 IR, In its battleground in the southern approaches to the
city center, remained as the anvil upon which ali other tactical
movement compressed the enemy. It would never have the opportunity
to maneuver. only to slug it out toe-to-toe with the detenders.
The 3/157 IR, after clearing Schweinheim ana moving on the

kasernes, would conduct a sweep around the eastern part of the city
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pushing back the defenders into the center. To the 1/157 IR feli

the role of the hammer sweeplng around the clty from the south and
east to capture the outlylng towns and drlve the defenders agalnst
the 2nd Battalion anvil. The 157 IR would be assisted by the 324

IR attacking the city from the west. However, the events just

described would only occur gradually over the next four aqays.

The 157th pridgehead was a busy place as DUKWs, ferries
and smali boats were [n use to supplement the rallrocad priage.®=
Starting at 0630 hours the 157 IR attack continued. The 1/157 IR
moved around the right flank of the regiment in a column of
companles. It slowiy moved up the slopes of Hill 347, |ts efforts
supported by the 3/179 IR alsc attacking in that area towards the
town of Gallbach, which sits in a deep, narrow vailey nocth of Hil]
347. The 2/157 IR continued its assault into the induatrial area
near the Sudbanhnhgf <(South Rallroad Station), while the 3/157 IR
with D/191 TB in support continued to mop up in Schwelnheim, which

was cleared by 1700 hours.

All US ground combat actions during the gay were supported
by the 64th Fighter Wing which flew 176 sorties in the division
zZone. Accoralng to divigion records the air force droppea U0 tons
of bombs. launched 300 4.5" rockets and fired over 200,000 rounas
of .50 calliber ammunition on Aschaffenburg, Gailbach, Haibach,
Goldbach and other targets in the area.®” The i1ntense artiilery
shelling of the town continued. In addition to calls for fire In

direct support of the attacks, twice during the day the massed
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American artlllery executed flre plans sendlng 400 rounds per
battalion on selected targets in the city.®® The artillery was
accompanied in its destructlon by the new 105mm assault guns of the

191 TB which fired 120 rounds In direct support of the infantry.=®®

Until this day the city had sustalned only moderate war
damage, but the comblned effects of the artiilery, the white
pnosphorus shell of the 4.2" mortars and the alr force
fighter-bombers increasingly turned the city Into a heap of rubble.
The Schloss Johannisburg recelved an especially severe pounding as

it was an eagally ldentifiable landmark in the ¢ity.

The defenders dld not take the “Ami* efforts lylng down.™®
According to Amerlcan counts, between 1000 and 1500 rounas of
mortar fire landed in Schweinhelm during the day in support ot
iocal counterattacks, including 200 rounds in one fifteen-minute
period. At one point In the late afternoon two tanks rollea out to
engage the Americans in Schwelnheim. The tanks, one German Mark VI
and an American M4 operated by the Germans. were gestroyed.”* In
the alr four ME-262 made brief passes over the city. The Germans
defended the city room-by-room, conducting heavy infiltration
behina American |lines, sniping at the attackers and forcing them to
secure again and again areas previousiy cleared. They took
excellent advantage of their knowiedge of the clity to move freely

about the rubble to resupply, relnforce and generaliy meet the

American chalienge.
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On the 318t both sldes resorted to the written word in the
prosecution of the struggle. At noon the commander of the 157th
infantry dispatched Captaln Anse Spears, the regimental adjutant,
In an L-19 spotter plane to drop an ultimatum on the German
heaaquarters In the Schloss.®* The purpose cf the note, written in
German and addressed to the commandant of the Clty of

Aschatfenburg, is plaln:

Your sltuatlon is hopeless. OQur
superiority In men and materlal ls overpowering.

You are offered herewith the opportunity,
by accepting unconditional surrender, to save
llves and property of countliess civillans. The
conditions of the Geneva Conventlilon are assured
to You and to your garrlson.

The following |s requested immediateiy upon
receipt of this message:

1. The ralising of the white flag on the
Englineer Barracks.

2. The 3ending of a delegation under a
white flag to the south end of the ¢ity, which
will be authorized to negotiate for the
conclusion of the caplitulation of Aschaffenburg.

Should vyou refuse to accept these
conditions, we shal| bhe forced to leve}
Aschaftenburg.

The fate of Aschaffenburg is in your hands.

The commander of the Alljed Troops. =

Major Lambertn ignored the ultimatum and the fighting continueaq.
The Americans also dropped leaflets on the city addressea to the
German scldiers specitying the condjtions under whicn they would be
kept prisoner 1f they surrendered.”* Although it may have peen
coincicental, as the battle progressed the number of prisoners aid

lncrease.
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The aefenders were continuing their own campaign to maintain

the will of their soidiers. During the day copies of the
hschaffenpurger Fropntzeitung began to appear. Published by the
Party instead of the Kampfkommandapnt, [t was similar in content to
the Aschaffenburg Soidatenzeitung and also included references to

ilfe atter Hitler. But it stated "Nevertheiess! We Belleve! We
Fight! We Work!{“®= [In it we can see the attempts to apply
political pressure on the soldlers to fight on In spite of the
dreadful conditlons they gaw around them. Still, as the Germans

read the words they continued to fight.

Late in the afternoon 3/157 IR had cleared Schwelnhelm and
gotten on the high ground along Wurzburger Strasse. The first
obstacies In their path were Artillerle Kaserpe on the soutn side
of the street, and Bois-Brule Kaserpes across the street on siightly
higher ground. The kasernes were not bulit as fortredases per se
put they haa been turned into formidabie defensive positlions by tne
detenders. At about 1730 hours K/3/157 IR attacked frtijlerie
Kaserne attempting to take it by coup de majn. The attack quickly
bogged down and the infantrymen pulled back while artillery.
aviation and tankg softened up the area. The attackers were oniy

able to gain a small foothold on the kaserne betore nightfail.

At the end of the day’s flghting the Americans had cieared
Schweinheim, although continued inflltratlon was stiil a problem
requiring repeated mopping up. The 1/157 IR was still fighting its

way up the steep sliopes of Hill 347 above Gailbach against stiff
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resigtance, while on the other end of the American lines the 2/157
IR continued to siug it out with the defenders along the river.

The Germans stil]l held all the kasernes and most of the clity itsel¢
but had lost 680 prisoners during the day to the Americans.”+ The
plan to envelop Aschaffenburg was not vet a reality. On the city’'s
western flank the 324th IR was ln the process of rellieving the
106th Cav Recon Group west of the Main. The unit that would
envelop the clty from the left was moving Into place, leaving its
1st Bn on the west side of the Main while the 2nd and 3c¢d Bns
crogssed it to occupy forward assemply areas on the east bank,.””

Figure 15 has the 45 ID dispositons at the end of the perlod.

Day © - L Apcil 1949

On thls Easter Sunday there was no Joyous religious
celebration in Aschaffenpurg. In the center of the city a Jesuit
priest said mass in the Maelzerkel|ler, one of the shelters being
used by the defenders.”® American chaplains also held services in
honor of the Prince of Peace, however the symbolism was iost on

most pacishoners.

During the day the Americans finally achieved some measure
of treedom of maneuver and continued the envelopment of the city.
Accoraing to the commander of D/191 TB, this was to be done through
the use of fleid artillery, tanks and alr power, to reguce American
logges. "™ A German offlicer cbserved that the American infantry

simply walked behind tanks and fleid artillery, and that the
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lnfantry was invisible.'“® The American lnfantry did not feel
invislible but realized that such tactlcs took best advantage of the
overwhelming American superiority of artitlery, armor, and

automatic weapons.

The key to the encirclement was the capture of the town of
Haipbach on high ground to the east of Aschaffenburg. In the
morning the 3/179 IR clearea the northern end of Gallbach thereby
isolatling that town from Aschaffenburg. It was through this gap
that 1/157 IR attacked across the rugged wooded hills and fields
towards Haibach, which it cleared against light opposition. It
then occupied Hill 313 to the north.'?* Wlth an opportunity to
advance agalnst light resistance the battallion continued the
attack. The battailon commander, LTC Ralph Krieger, ordered
Company B to attack ln the directlon of Goldbach, Company A towards
Hoesbach and Company C to follow and support.'®* The mission was
to capture the two towns and link up with 179 IR units sweeping in
& wider arch around the city. Moving sSteadily the batctalion cut
the main rail and road links to Wurzburg and pegan the reauction or
the twin towng. Both were resojutely defended and the battaiion
would not ciear them until 1500 hours the next day. For tne
Germans the damage had been cone, the last |line of communication

to the east was cut,

Before other American combat elements could take advantage
ot the open flank to the east of the c¢ity the kasernes had to be

taken. The 37157 IR which had secured a tenuous holg within
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Actillerie Kagerne the previous nlght prepared for the attack.
Starting at 0700 hours artlllery fire was directed at the kaserne.
At 1300 hours Company K attacked but was driven back by heavy
machinegun and rifle fire. A second attack carried the buildings
after tanks had fired white phosphorous shells into the basement
windows to suppress the defenders. The attackers had to fignt
room-to-room to eliminate all resistance. They found that the
defencers were scme 100 men from three convalescent companies.*“
The same process was repeated for Bois-Bryle Kaserne across the
gtreet anad py 1700 hours all resistance had ceased. There had been
neavy losses on both sides, every one of the defencers captured in
Bois-Bruje Kaserne peing wounded. With the two eastern-most
kasernes |n American hands the other kasernes along Wurzburger
Strasse were ln yeopardy. LTC Sparks, the 3rd Battalion commander.
now sent troops to the north clearling the hlgh ground on the
eastern fringes of the city, flanking Lagarde ana Jaeger Kasernes.
After four days of flohting fanatical defenders they were now

advancing against light opposition.*©*

The key to success in the 2/157 IR sector was Plonler
Kagerne, the home of Plonier (Engineer) Batajilon ¢. The kaserne
gominates Schweinhelmer Strasse, the main road from Schweinneim to
Aschatfenburg. It had to be taken to permit an assault on the
soutneastern section of the city. Just as in Artji]lerje ana
Boig-Bruie Kagserneg, the defenders built strongpoints among the

thick-wal led barracks and sighted machineguns to sweep the road and
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the flelds to the east. [ts Achiiles heel was the height of
Schwelinheimer Hohe, Schwelnhelm Hl11, overicoking the kaserne from

the south,

The 2/157 IR had the mlssion of seizing the kaserne ana the
unit moved on lt across open flelds from the east and from hligh
ground on the south. Having learned in the assauits on the first
kasernes along Wurzburger Strasse, the attackers planned in advance
for adequate flre support. In additlon to adjusted fire on enemy
concentrations, two M12 155mm "Long Tom" howltzers were ariven up
Schweinheimer Hohe and sited to fire over open sights down on the
kaserne. As the infantry slowly fought their way into the barracks
and workshops of the kaserne area the “Long Toms* fired 100 rounds
in support.*®® Pionjer Kagerne is much larger than any kaserne In
Aschatfenburg with more buildings. The Germans fortifled each one
and the attackers made very siow progress. By 1300 hours conly half

the kaserne was ln Amer{can hangs.'®°=*

Ag on the previous day gecod weather brought the air force in
support of tactical operations. Eighty-two sortles were fiown in
gupport of the 157th. Directed very close t¢ friendly troops.
aircraft of the XII Tactlical Air Force dropped 45 tons ot bombs,
launchea 200 rocketg and ficed 100,000 rounds of ,50 caliber
machinegun ammunition on the Germans.'®” The aircraft were
directed to their targets by ground llalson officers and py flela
artillery that fired marking rounds.'®® There was still plienty of

artillery avallable to the regiment. The 158 FA haad four
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pattallons reinforcing 1ts tires and two more in general support.
Between noon and 1700 hours the massed artlilery flred flfteen

"time on target" missions on Aschaffenburg.:®*

The ettect of thls flrepower was starting to make an impact.
Prisoners surrendered in ever-increasing numbers. During the day
the reglment would accept the surrender of 1037 enemy sSoldlers.:'*
Still. the artillery was at times ineffective because the defenders
went underground In the rubble, but the lncessant pounding made it
impossibie for the defenders to get any rest. Llving in such an
environment unaoubtedly affected the mental attltude of the Germans
and reduced their desire to resist. Food, water and ammunitlon
were in very short supply as the American ground troops battled
thelr way into the kasernes. The results of the American efforts
occasionally were seen In concrete ways. At about 150U hours in
the 2/157 IR sector the resigtance geemed to break anc an estimated
300 prisoners surrendered. Many more were taken aurling the rest ot

the qay.'**

The hopeiessness of the situation was apparent to a group ot
German officers In Pjonier Kaserpe who went to their commander
saying that the city was lost and the kaserne ocugnt to pe
abandoned.''< Still willing to resist, the commander reported tne
incident to Maior Lamberth who "sentenced" them to service in the
front lines - just what they had been dolng. This indicates a
change in the Kampfkommapdant /s attitude about the struggle. On

the 29th he executed an offlcer for desertion, but three days later
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the situatlion had changed sufflciently for him simply to teil the

men CO go Dack to work.

Although the |evel of resistance was decreasing, It was
stili strong encugh merit specific comment in American accounts of
the battie. The soldiers of the 157th characterlzeg the flghting
ag the toughest many of them had seen. A veteran soldier was
quoted in a United Press story as saying that he, "...fought in
Sicily, Salerno, Anzlo and the Rlviera, but the hllls near Cassino
is the only place they handed [t to us like thls.,"*'® Even this
late in the struggie some priscners were reported as frenziea,
sulien and arrogant, stlll voicing a determlnation to tight to the

last man.'**

As the 157th Infantry struggled in Aschaffenburg and to the
easf. eiements of the 44th Infantry Dlvlsibn were moving into
position on the western side of KKA. By 0510 hours the rest ot the
324th [nfantry had crossed the Maln at Selligenstadt and relievea
the {06th Cav Recon Group on the left flank of the 157 [R
sector.'*™ At 0530 hours the 3rd Battallon. 114th Infantry movea
toc the river in the vicinity of Stockstadt/Mainaschaff. sSecuring a
terry crossing site and relieving eiements of the 45th 1D Recon
Troop on the west sSide of the Main.*'= With the ferry crossing
gsecure the 1/324 IR moved northeast from the river and by nignttail
nad taken up a blocking pogition northwest ot Aschaffenburg,

thereby cuttling off the city on that alde for the first time. From
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that time untll the city surrendered two days later it cut off
inflitration and exfliltration on the west and northwest.*'”
Screened by the 1/324 IR on its left, the 27324 IR attacked north
and then west towards Aschaff Creek. By nightfall the infantrymen
were battllng the German troops in the western strongpoints of
KKA.**¥ For the flrst time the city had American troops closing in

from the west,

The day ended with the attackers in control of two kasernes.
in partial control of one more, and with troops fighting in
Goldbach, Hoesbach and Mainaschaff. The Americans had experiencea
their first full day of maneuver and the only part of KXA not
encircled was the area to the north of the ¢ity. Aas the Americans
prepared for the next day‘s attack from the positions seen on
Flgure 16 there were an estlmatéd 800 Germans stiil resisting in

the ¢city.***

As Easter Monday dawned in the beleaguereg garrison ot
Aschaffenburg KKA was atill resisting, but it was becoming more
altficult to put up an organized defense. As the Americans seizea
more of the city its combat leadership became casualties or were
captured, Considering the quality of the troops available to Major
Lamberth, a cadre of tralned leaders was essential for continuedq
organized aefense, With the attackers isclating and eliminating

pockets of resistance the defense was becoming more qQisorganl!zed.
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On this ninth cay the defense became less a centrally-contrelled
and unified military effort and more a contest by an armed rabble
with each man desperately flghting for his life. The hopeless
nature of the German positlon was reinforced when at about 1100
hours it became generally known that the political leadership of

the city had fled.*=2*

Early on thls Monday morning the two sister regiments of the
157th, the 179th ana the 180th, started operations to assist [n the
reduction of the fortress by clearing the eastern approaches to the
city. The previous day XV Corps Fleld Orger #24 directed the
division to shift its axls of advance from east to northeast. The
division Implemented thls by directing two regiments to the
nortneast wnile the 157 IR continueda to recuce Aschaffenburg.*-!

As a result the 180 IR exchanged piaces wlth the 179 IR and oriefly
became the alvision reserve. At 0320 hours on 2 April 1945 it
occupied Gailpach. then attacked at dawn establ1shing roaabiocks on
all roads from Aschaffenburg to the east. Thls further seajea tne

city.»==<

In the face of crumbling resistance the Americans continuea
to execute the envelopment and reduction of the city.*== Beginning
with a thirty minute artillery preparation the attackers jumpea off
at 0630 hours.!<* With Company C occupying Halbach., the rest of
the 1/157 IR mopped up resistance in Goldbach and Haibach. In tne
afternoon the pattalion swung to the west cutting the roads to the

north of the city and linking up with Co. A, 18t Bn, 324th Infantry
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at 1700 hours.**= While the linkup of American forces was
occurring the relnforced 2/324 IR attacked Malnaschatf, scattering
moderate resistance and taking 120 priscners. By 1850 hours the
town was cleared.'** The clty was physically surrounded, but

resistance continued to be strong.!=”

The reduction of the rest of Plonjer Kasecne continuea. The
egtimated 400 remaining defenders were under constant attack
incluaing 155mm rounds fired in direct fire at enemy
strongpoints.'*® The sltuation became critical for the detfendgers
ang between 1000-~1100 hours a large group of cefenders exfiltratea
trom the kaserne.'** At about 1530 hours the last strongpoint tell
and the Amerlicang were in control of this vital lInstaliation. With
the capture of Plonier Kaserne the backbone of the defense in the
southern sectlon of the clty was broken. In the woras of one
regimental history of the battle, the 2/157 IR was now able to
conduct & "...slaughter of the retreating Germans."'=“ By
nigntfall the pattalion was abie to make lts way Into the center of
the city in bitter room-to-room flghting. Late i1n the gay they

were assisted by Companies I and L from the 3rd Battalion.

The 3,157 IR took [agarde and Jaeger Kasernes quring the qay
in hara fignting while capturing many prisoners. [ts Company K
flankea the eagtern suburban acea and estaplished nighttime
positions in the Fasaperie, a wooded park reachlng into the heart
of the city.*=* On the c¢ity’s western front the 2/324 IR continuea

its attack and by 1900 hours the bunker complex on Hill 214, the
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Kappe!l lenperg, between Malnaschaff and the western fringe of the

city, was in American hands.!'?=

After hoiding out for nine days the Germans were paylng a
high price for their defense of Fortress Aschaffenburg. They
withstooa another day of incessant artiliery and aerial bombarcment
(48 sorties flown? and were still putting up a determlned
resistance, but they Jost vital defensive ground and the conflines
of KKA was reduced to the area around the Schlosg in the center of
the city. The Americans captured 1117 priscners during the day
bringing the total taken from the city to cver 3000,.'+¥* By the end
of the day the Amerjcan troop dispositlons were as seen at Figure

1?.

Day 10 - 3 Apci] 1949

The Americans sensed the battle for Aschaffenburg was aimost
over and planned for Its culmination. The previous day, to
expedite the traftic over the river, A/120 Eng Cbt Bn haa
constructea a Clags 30 Stringer Bridge a kilometer down river rrom
the railroad brigge.'** Thls provided for two-way traftic, ana

many units, including several! headquarters, crossed the Main.

Following a short artlilery preparatlon the 157 IR began its
attacks for the day between 0630 and 0700 hours. However, at 0720
hours the unitg were directed to hold in place as surrender

negotlations took place.'®** Major Lamberth hac been in contacrt
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with Gauiejiter Hellmuth, the Reichs Defense Commissioner Ln
wurzburg, and other civilian ana Party leaders about conditlons in
the city. Lamberth toid Hellmuth cduring the night of 2-3 Aprli of

the !mpendlng Amerlcan takeover of the city.'=®=

At 0700 nours Lamberth sent the leader of his 7th VYolkssturm
company escorted by an Amerlcan captured on Easter Sunday to the
American llnes requesting surrender terms. Colonel 0’Brien. tne
157th Intantry Reglmental commander, rejected negotiatlons ana
directed tnhe emigssary to tell his commander to hang white flags
trom the towers of the Jchlosg by 0800 hours or the attacks would
continue.'*” To insure the messege got through and to assist with
any cetalls, Cotonel 0’Brien gent two German-speaklng POW
Interrogation Qfflcers (IPWs) back with the delegation. They were
to bring Major Lamberth back to regimental headquarters where he

would surrender.

Upon reaching the Schlogq Lamberth informed the Americans
that he would surrender, but not to offlcers of inferior rank (both
of the American [PWs were !ieutenants). Colonel 0‘Brien airected
LTC Sparks, the nearegt battailon commander. to go to the Schlogs
and accept the surrender. At 0900 hours MajJor Lamperth surrendered
hls command to LTC Sparks. For the next few hours, escorted by the
IPWg, he travelled around the city to the various remaining
strongpoints supervising thelr surrender. Finally he was taken to
regimental heaaquarters to surrender again to Coionel 0U’Brien anda

go into captivity.
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At 1300 hours on 3 Aprll 1945 the city of Aschaffenburg was
declared cleared by the 157th Infantry and by nightfall the unlt
was assembled in the towns of Goldbach and Hoespach awalting

turther orders,

The Qberkommandos des Heeres (Army High Commana) dally
announcement for 3 April 1945 included the statement:

.. |
(Aschaffenburg ls given up for logt.) )t

After The Battle

Followlng the battie the clvillan aaministration was kept In
place untll the US Milltary Government could begin dismantling the
Nazi regime and start the de-Nazlfication program. By 7 Aprii the
provisional millitary adminlstration was replaced, and US Military
Government Detachment H1A3 took over the clity from the Natlional
Soclialist government. On 14 April Jean Stock, the leader of the
Social Democratic Party In pre-Nazi Aschaffenburg was installed as

the Qberpurgermejgter (Lord Mayor).'=®~

The post~war period s peyond the scope cf this study. but
some pasic information [llustrates the character of the struggie.
during the pattle the city was 70% destroyed, with military
casualties estimated in one German source at 1600 killed or wounded
and 3500 POWs.'<®* (Qf the estimated 8500 German military ana
civilian participants present ln the city during the battie this

represents a 60% casualty rate. American casualities are aiso
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alftlcult to estimate, but probably exceed twenty killed ana 300
wounced. The impact on the Amerlicans who fought In Aschaffenourg
I8 pest summarizeda by a sentence that appearea in the 45th Infantry
Divigion’s Operatlons Summary for Aprll 1945:

[t a chart were composed represSenting resistance

in Aschaffenburg at 100 percent, by analogy

Bamberg would be agsigned 25 percent, Nuernberg
75 percent and Munich 10 percent,'*!
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party which cetonated the torpedo. The swimmers were kil!lled.

“~ 45 ID, "Operations," 20. The 157 IR captured 30 POWs in
Schweinneim.

»- The Fiahting Fortv-Fifth, 165. Troops of the XIII 358 Corps
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attractions.

*= Agchaffenburger Frontzejtung (Aschaffenburgec Front
Newspaper), no date, but prcbably 31 March 1945, Stadt und

Stiftsarchlv Agschaffenourg. This remarkable two-page paper was
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that there will be iife again In peautiful Aschaffenburg., We will
rebujld.,"

?= 4% [D, "Qperations," 21.

7 U.8. Army, 324th Infantry Regiment, "Narrative Report,
324th Infantry for Month of March 1945," Record Group 407, National
Archives, 10,

#3 Main Echo, “"Hundert Geshuetze." Clty Aaminlstrator Geiger
was busy suppliying bread and water. Because of the heavy
pombardment supplies couid not be replenished and water had to be
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10, 15,
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up.

+25 (J,8, Army, 324th Infantry Regiment, "Narrative Report,
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National Archives, 2.
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+27 45 ID, “G-3 Report, 2 Aprll 1945." 1.

1=3 45 [D, “Operations," 3.

13 Stagtmueller, Agchaffenburg im Zwelten Weltkriea, 287.
»wo fiatory of the 157th, 154.

+5t 45 [D, “Operations," 3.

+«+ Stagtmueller, Aschaffenpura |m Zwelten Weltkrieg. 291,
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by the 44th [D on the west. The unofflcial history of the 1ll4th
Infantcy Regiment, With the 114th ln the ETQ states on page 105
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134 45 1D, "G-3 Reports," 2.
=3 (J 5, Army, 1st Battallon, 157th Infantry, "Unit Jopurnai.
1-7 April 1945," Record Group 407, Natlional Archives, Acdltional
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Sparks. and from Dr. Stadtmueller’s book on the city during the war
which is pased on interviews with German participants.

‘@ Stadtmueller, Aschaffenburg im 2welten Weltkreig, 300.
137 Ipjd., 300-t.

t@s Ibla., 269.

+=? Ibid., 351. Stock gpent most of the war in a concentration
camp |n western Germany., The Military Government Detachment was
commanaed by a major with a flrst lieutenant deputy. The first
occupation troops came from the 2nd Battalion, 393rd Infantry, 99th

Infanctry Division (Stadtmueller, Aschaffenbura nach dem weiten
Weltkrieqg, Aschaffenburg: 1973, 20).

140 Maip Echo, “Um 9 Unr kapltullerte Aschaffenburg,"' 76 (3
April 19703, The author of the article aamlits that the numpers are
imprecise. The 45th 1D Operatlcons Summary estimates: 1500 kiilea
ang woundeq, 2941 prisoners, 39 prisoners evacuated through the
45th ID ¢learing stations, 202 wounded prisoners in hogpltals in
the city, for & total of 4682. An artlcle In the Main Echo on Z0
January 1948 gives the totals then known for the entire war:

Dead 1250
Missing 1700
Prisoners of war 1700
Victime of Allled bombing 900
Deported Jews 450
Displaced persons in the clity 4000
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141 45 1D, "Operatlons,” 1.
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CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION

General

This study describes the struggie for the Maln River city of
Aschaffenbura in March and April 1945 at the close of Worid War II.
ana proviaes an answer to the question, "Why ald It take the
Americans ten days to capture the city?* It suggests tnat tne
answer to the question lles in German poilitical and military
organizational aavantages on the one hand. and certain initial
American gperational shortcomings on the other. In summary the
Germans came to fight and the Americans did not. This chapter will

gxamine why this was so,

Bdefore the thesis question can be answered a prelimlnary
point must be aadressed. Was ten days exceptionai? Yes it was.
When compared to other Main River cities, the ten days 1t took the
Americans to reauce Aschaffenburg stands out. With a simtlar ratio
of forces engaged 1t took four days to take ffanau (siigntiy sma.jer
than Aschattenburgy, ana tive days to subdue Frankfurt (twelve
times as large). Therefore by comparison Ascnatffenburg resisteg

much naraer than |(ts neighpors.'

Anctnher funcamental question is "Who Won?" Clearly tne
Americans achievea tactlcal victory, but in one sSense the Germans

aiso won. By holding up the American juggernaut tfor ten days
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Kampfikommando Ascpaffenburg (XKA) may have .Served its purpose in
the eyes ot QKW. OSurely a force of S000C men deployed in any other
manner would not have Infllcted an equal numper of casvalties or
siowed the American timetaple of conquest as weli.® The attacker
won, but at a high cost in casualtlies., resources and time. In
spite of Deing destroyed in prolonged combat, KKA accomplished its

migsion of delay.

Ascnatfenburg repcresents the last half year of the war In
Eurcpe in microcosm. In the course of the war things had come tuli
circle and the Germans, |ike the Poles and French in 1939 ana 1940.
were fighting trom tixed positions against overwhelming mechanized
power.® But the Germans, unlike the Poles and the French, put up a
spirited qetense asslsted by the accumulated combat experience of

SiX yvears of war.

Enviconmental Factors

The enviconment at Aschatfenpburg favoread the defenaing
Germans. They were behind a river barrier with the city craaiea (n
nilily terrain so that the attacker initjally was forceda into
trontai assaults. Thus the terraln was partially responsible tor a
costly battle of attrition. Even the American’s incredible luck 1n
capturing a bridge over the Main did not immeadiately doom the
Germans pecause of tne necessity of rooting out an entrenched enemy
in urban combat. A case can even be made that the capture ot the

prigge nurt the American efforts because its location so c¢lose to
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the city begged for an immedlate attempt at a frontal assault.
Erection of tactical bridging further upriver would have made an
inalrect approach more attractive. So the river location, the
city’'s position at the foothills to the Spessart Mountains. and the
urban character of most of the cefended terraln increased the time

required tor the Americans to take the city.

Other factors alsc contributed to the character of the
struggie. They can be grouped iInto operational determinants, those
gealing with the techniques of employment of military forces, ang
benavioral determinants. those dealing with the ways ot sustaining

COMoat power aurlng empioyment,

Qperational Determinants

In the operatlonal arena. several factors relating to force
girength and composition contributed to the excessive lenagth of the
pattle. At the peginning of the battle the attacking Americans
were outnumpered by the defending Germans. and considering that the
aefenaders were in preparea defensive positions, It 1s
understandanie why the attackers dld not seize the city py a goup
ge majn. It was not until the German LXXXII Corps withdarew from
the Maln River on the seventh day ot the pbattle that the Americans
achieved superiocrity of forces at Aschaffenburg. The composition
ot the rorces lnitlally favorea the defengers. The Americans
reached tne Main with armored and mechanized forces ili-suitea tor

an assault on a stoutly-defended city. The Germans. as lioht
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intantry torces equipped with autcmatlc weapons, regardiess ot
ageticlencies In other categories of flre support, were able to hoid
the American mechanized formatlons at bay. The militla-ilke
character of the German forces lnitlally assisted them in their
cefense pecause everyone was employable for close combat. It was
not untll the American infantrymen of the vetacan 157th Infantry
Regiment, with massive fire support, took over the flight on day
three that the force composition favored the attackers, Even
thougn the quality aifferentlal was with the Americans from the
stare, 1t wag not sufficlent to overcome the lnherent strengtnhns ot
the cefencer and greatly shorten the fight. It has been said that
the German Acrmy In World War II, especially its infantry, was
accustomed to flghting short of men, material and equipment. The
circumstances at Agchaffenburyg, while certalnly dire. were not

unprecedented.”

The manner of force empioyment had a direct affect on the
outcome of the struggle for Aschaffenburg. Before the battle the
vecmans tell pack to the cefensible terrain of the Main River.
Especialiy arounda Aschaffenburg., the exigtence of a “combat
commana” flanked by two volkagrenadier divigions maae the derfensive
aispositions strong, Even taking into account the inherent
operationai weaknesses of the understrength LXXXI] Corps. to qeteat
the Germans along the Maln Front from Hanau to Miltenberg regquirea
more combat power than the Americans had available early in the

battie. For the Americans, although the Aschaffenburg bridgeheaa
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was important tactically as an entre lnto the Spessarts and beyond.
1t wag not operationally Important. On the second day of the
pattle crossings were secured over the Maln at Hanau and Frankfurt.
and others would be made later. By it April the Americans had
geveral ways to cross the rlver, so the part played by the Nilkheim
railroad brlage was less important in light of more promising
opportunities elsewhere. A case can be made that Dypassing the
city, cutting it off from reinforcement and replenishment, anda
letting it wither on the vine would have been a viable option for

the Ameri1cans. But the Amerlcans did attack.

The flrst American efforts at Aschaffenoburg were
hali-hearted, and for three days no determined effort was mace to
capture the city. This can be explalned in several ways. As the
Americans reacned the Main on 25 March the boundry between
Bradiey’s 12th Army Group ana Dever‘s 6th Army Group gplit the
¢ity., Military units are reticent to encroach on eacn other‘s
territory, particularly if such an actlon will require a ditficuit
tfignt. The 4th Armored Division, the flrst American unit to ceacn
the Main. knew that the boundry would change at 260001 March ana
that Aschaffenburg would belong to another unit. By that time they
also knew that tne easiest way across the Main lay at Hanau ana not
Ascnaffenburg. It |s understandable that after they launched the
Hammelperg Raid auring the night of 26-27 March the 4th AD

retrenched and prepared for a change of mission. This American
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talse start at the city gave the Germans additional time to

prepare, and therefore lengthened the fight.

The Initlal Amerlcan forces avajiable also added to the
length of the fight. The suburbs of Obernauer Kolonie ana
Schwelnheim were heavily garrisoned strongpoints. Wlith the river
on the American left flank and the defended foothilis of the
Spegsarts on tnelr right flank, a frontal assault was the only
course open to the attackers. This course of action was hamperea
by insufficient strength to take the strongpoints by frontal
assault. [t was not until the seventh day of the battle that tne
Americans nad enough forces to fix the defenders and maneuver to
flank the clty., Thls finally was accompl!shed by elements of four
regiments, the 324th Infantry on the west and northwest. the [79tn
Infantry and the 180th Infantry on the east and northeast. ana a

pattalion of the 157th Infantry in the north,.

Regardless of the other operational factors that prolongea
the 3truggle, the primary reason why the fight lasted ten Qays was
the variapies of urban combat. The battle of Aschattfenburg
demonstrates that a well planned defense, even if cut oft ang
lacklng alr. armor ana artillery. can consume inordinate amounts ot
an acttacker’'s time.® Ffrom the first day the neeq to pry the
detencers from tneir positions mage for slow going. ana even after
tne city was cut otf from resupply and reinforcement. the
nouse-to-house fighting demonstrated the difficulty of urban

combat. A ceview of sSeveral of the variables of urban combat as
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they affected Aschaffenburg further serves to |]ljiustrate why the

battle took ten days.

Several thlngs helped the Germans in their mlission. The
¢clty was a part of a prepared defensive line, and although the line
was in dlasrepair, the defenders of XKA had been working on
improvements t¢ the city’'s defensive posture since the previous
Novemper. These pnysical preparatlons were enhanced by the.initiai
lack of American aggressivenegss. Several other variables furtner
contriouted to the initial success of the defenge.- The city was
big enough to force the attacker to take it a little pit at a cime.
The heavy stone and brick construction of the buildings in the c¢jicty
center facilitated the defense, resisting destruction from both
dicrect and indirect fire. The American superiority in fire power
was mitigatea somewhat by the abillity of the old, ¢losely packea
pullaings to absorb punishment. To a point, the more the attackers

rupopied the ¢ity, the more places were created for the detenders to

hiqge.

The pnysical arrangement of the builaings servea to nuliiiv
mucn of the American force aavantage. Regardless of the size ot
the force the attackers brought to bear, the layout of streets and
buildings often dictated that only a small portion of that force
could be in contact with the enemy at any one time. This inabiiity
to bring all of its torce into play neutraiized the American
numerical superlority and slowed U.S5. efforts. The German cause

was further assisted by the clvilian population. During the
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cloging stages of the fight theres were less than 3000

non-compatants left in the city. They aided the soldiers and.
while it 18 unclear whether they took up arms against the attackers
{some certainly qid), thelr presence |nhibited the American efforts

as they tried not to harm unarmed clvillans.

The tactics employed by the Americans were effective, out
city combat 1s time consuming. The need to isclate an area, secure
a rtoothoid ang gystematically clear it, comblined with the demands
of nand)ing wounded, POWs and civilians, siowea miliitacy
operations, Even the use of heavy caliber direct fire weapons aiq
not substantially eliminate the need for infantry in detailea
nouse-to-house fighting. The Germans employed a strongpoint
defense and prepared their positions with enough care to make a
fight for each house, and In many cases each room, necessary. The
German tactic of re-entering “cleared” bulldings was particuiary
troublesome for the Americans. Especially in Schweinneim. the
inabllity to eiiminate all resistance until 1 April postponed
turther American operations on the city from that girection. This
probably added a full aay to the flght. The direct fire battie was

only one facet of the flght.

Throughout the tattie the jndirect fire edge went to the
Americans, who at one point had ninety tubes of artiilery. pius
aaaitional 4.2", 8lmm and 60mm mortars, in support. This massive
weight ot tire power demoralized and harragssed the defenders, as

weiit as interdicted movement within the city. The German inabiiity
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to adequately resupply, reinforce and evacuate grew more important
as the battle progressed. However, the defencers also used
inairect fire, expending in excess of three thousand rounds ot
mortacr and pgepeiwerfer <(multi-barreiled grenade |auncher)
ammunition., In the absence of heavier fire support this fire
ceaquced American effectiveness by slowing attacks and hinderling the
repositioning of forces. The Amer!cans had vast superiority in air
support, but air power had only a moderate impact on the fignt.
Because of the close proximity of the belljgerents to each other it
was often difficult to alrect air support with the tellling accuracy
required. A student of the battle is left with the impression that
unless directed to a more appropriate target, U.S. air forces

automatically and persistently attacked the Schigsg Johannisburg.

Behavioral Determinants

The fight for Aschaffenburg ls another validation of
hapoleon's aphorism that in war the moral is to the material as
three is to one. The Germans made up with moral forge wnat they
lacked 10 material force. Three components of that morai torce are

examined here: will, leadership and morale.

Tne battlie for Aschatfenburg provides eviaence that tne
Wehrmacnt disintegrated from the top down and not the bottom up.
Compared to the forces that overwhelmed France in 1940, the
Indlviaual German soldlers and their immediate superiors were stil!

cohesive and willing to fight when the military ana political
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echelons above them were ln dlsacrray. The reasons tor thls
gtrengtn of will are complex but Aschaffenburg offers some

explanation.

On the highest plane the will to continue the fight can be
attributed to a sense of duty, a conviction that as a German
fignting man each soidier was bound to defend the Fatherland
against an alien enemy. This basi¢ conviction was reinforcea by a
taith [n Hitler. It is adifficult In our time to ungerstand the
atfinity for the Fuerher felt then by most Germans. The morai
pankruptey of the Naz! ideology and [ts state pollcy were apparent
to the soldiers of Aschatfenburg, yet the need to bpeiieve in
somethlng strengthened the defender’s will to resist., Wwhether it
was a aesire to fight for Hitler, or a reallzation that there was
notnhing eise to lose, the result was the same. A longstanding
teutonic martial tradition undoubtedly assisted in strengthening
the collective wlil to resist. Any analysls of the events ¢t 1949
are colored by our knowledge of the result. in that fatefui Spring
the defenders of Kampfkommando Aschaffenburg (KKAY aid not yet know
the Qutcome and trom all evidence sStill believed in victory of some

sort.

This peiief in the innate superiority of German acms was
brutally reinforced by the Nazi political system that taught that
"only unquestioning optimism, silent obedience and passive talin
were consicered right.”” The typical German soldier in

Ascnaffenburg was fighting for self preservation tempered py
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political indoctrination In National Sociallst ideology, enforced
by a repressive, and all-pervaslive, political system. This is

naraly a formuia far the early end to any flght.

The foregoing attltude bred a certain contempt for the
American adversary, not Just a xenophobic view that foreigners were
not the equal to Germans, but a beilef that the individual American
was tne antlthesl!s of the "master race'.® Thls attitude
undoubtedly was further reinforced by the preceding nine months of
combat against the American Army that, In the minds of many
Wehrmacht leacers, showed the GI to be inferlor In the infantry
fignting that is the crux of ground combat. In the words of one
cbserver, ‘The American scldier, trained for battles of materiel,
appears to rely exclusively on his materiai superiority and can
therefore easily become victim of a suprise move and the flexipie
fignting power of a bold adversary."” This attitude. common among
the German Army leadership, was certalnly communicated to the
troops and helped steel the will of the gefencers of Aschatfenpurg.
It must have come as a suprise to the German detenaers when the
Americans they discounted as unequal fought with a ferocity and

gkill tO matich thelir own.'“

in war. the will to win, though vital. is often not enougn.
An important ceterminant of victory is proper leaaership. As a
gensral statement, the |eadership on pboth sldes at Ascnaftfenourg
was gooa. There is insufficient material available to the autnor

for i1n-depth biographical research of the opposing leaders. but
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some points can pe made. The tactical leaders (officer ana NCO) on
poth siges were not professional soldlers. 0On the German gice.
because of sSix yvears of war a professional soldier (l.e. pre-193%
gservice) was nard to flnd at unit level. Those not killed or
disaplea were promoted to hlgher levels. Thls was true In
Aschaffenburg. The American story was much the same, with few
leagers with more than four years service.'® However. lack of long
gervice did not mean a lack of tactical acumen or an lnability to
command soldiers. Within the units involved, certain key leaders
had months of hard combat experlence that was apparent in the
feroclousness of the close compat. especl!aily the house-to-house
fighting in Schwelnheln and the center of Aschatfenourg.

Leadership superiority can compensate for numerical inferiority,
put only up to a point. At Aschaffenburg though both sides
possessed effective leadershlp, when the Americans gaineg numericai

superiority they alsc galned the ypper hand.

For the Germans, tactical mllitary leadership was affectea
by the porltical ieadershlp. The Naz! Party. from the top wown.
took every opportunity tQ influence the course ot tne struggle.
Hitler's ocrgder directing Aschaffenburg to become a compat commana
and to fignt to the last man set the teone for tactlcal operations
at the start. As the battle began the arrival of a Special
Commission from QKW, headea by an S5 i{leutenant colonel. reintoccea
the Party‘s abliity to control events locally. Finally, the Jocal

Party apparatus contriputed to the dilutlion of army control when

163



the Gaulelter in hls role as Reighg Defense Commissloner took steps
to ensure politically correct tactical declisions. It is unclear
how much dire¢t interference there was in the daily tactlical
conauct of the German defense, but the Party, with its broader view
of the war, undoubtedly directed continued resistance long after it

made milltary genge.

Napoleon is quoted above on the superiority of the moral
over the material ip war, referring to the will of the commancer.
But the moraile of the fighting force, its collective will. is alseo
Important. In Aschaffenpurg there was a difference between the
pelligerents with regards to morale. The Americans came to the
city with nigh morale,.sure ln the Knowledge that the war was
almost over and that the Germans were beaten. The realization tnat
this view was not held by the Germans must have been a great
disappcintment, It is thls auther’s analysis that until that
overoptimism couid be overcome by pogitive leacership the attackers
aid not perform up to their potential. Conversely, on the German
Sice there 13 ampie evidence that the morale of the defencers
remained hign throughout the battle, [t was not upntl! the eignth
Gay that large groups of Germans surendered without a fight.

Surely this is testimony of the ability of the German leaders to

sustain the will to flight under extremely difficuit conditions.

wnatever the cause. unit cohegion, National Socialist
indoctrinaction, or because of a desire to fight for the homeiana.

the facts are not In dlispute, The defenders ot Aschatfenburg heid
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out against the accumuilated might of veteran Amerlican military
tormations for ten days ln difficult urban combat. If war ever
comes again to Europe, the U.S. Army should hope to defeng with the
same resoiute courage of Combat Command Aschaffenburg, and attack
with the qetermined ferocity of the American troops at

Aschatfenpurg. Any less will not bring victery.
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CHAPTER FIVE
End Notes

* Mary H. Williams, Chronoloay 1941-1945, The United States
Army in Worla War [I: Speclal Studies, (Washington D.C.: Qffice of
the Chief of Military History, U.S. Army, 1960), 461, Population
comparisons are taken from
Geograpnical Dictionarvy (New York: MacMilllan, 1955).

2 [t was a march of conquest. According tc Harold Conen. the
commander of the 10th Armored Infantry Battallon in the battie. a
phrase current at the time was "We came as conquerors, not
| lperators!*

> H.M. Cole, The Lorraine Campalan, The United States Army In
woria war [[, (Washingten, D.C.: Office of the Chief of Military
History. U.S. Acmy, 1950), 604-5.

~ Dr. 5.J. Lewts in his Forgotten Legions. German Army
Infantry Policy 1918-1941 (New York: Praeger, 1985) relates now the
aimost uncontrollea expansgsion of the German Army from 1938 onwara
compined with battle logses to make fighting shorthanded a way ot
jife, ana that leaders learned to cope.

s p.D. McLaurln, et. ail. "Modern Experience in City Combat,"
Technnical Memoranaum 5-87., Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD: U.S. Army
Human Engineering Laboratory. March 1987, 3. This study contalns a
wealth of information about urban combat from World War Il to the
present. using 22 case studies to analyze the nature ot miiltacy
operations 1n urbanized terrain.

> Ibid., 21-34.

" Generaimagor Carl Wagener. "The Battie of Army Group B on
the Enein to 1ts [issolution (22 Maren - 17 Aprit 1945).' USAREUR
Historical Divigion, 1945, CARL. 64,

* A3 the Germans were marched back to POW cages 1t must have
peen a snock to some tc find that among the victors was a ‘cotored"
artiirlery unit (the 999th FA Bn). The polyglot nature ot America
wasg aiso retnforced during the post-war occupation when, since the
segregated Amerlcan Army garrisoned German towns by race,
Bapennausen (fifteen kilometers away) was a "calorea* town, anag
tnhat black soidiers occasional iy came to Aschatfenburg.

° Wagener, "The Battle of Army Group B", 68.
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‘% The ongolng debate on the superiority of the Wehrmacht ls
peyond the scope of this study. An interesting critligque in
opposition to the proposition favoring the Germans is "Colonel
Trevor N. Dupuy and the Mythos of Wehrmacht Superlority: A
Reconsideration" (Milltary Affairg, Vol I, June 1986, 16-20) by
historian John Sloan Brown. Cglonel Dupuy’s rebuttal and

Lieutenant Colonel Brown’s counter-rebuttal follow in supsequent
issues,

*+ Ag an example on the German slde, Major Lamberth, the
Compat Commanaer, although a WWI veteran was a reserve officer and
a tormer school teacher. For the Americans to clite an extreme
example. LTC Cohen, the commander of the 4th Armored Division’'s
10th Armored Infantry Battallon, went from second lieutenant to
ileutenant colonel in two and a half years.
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APPENDIX 1
GLOSCARY OF TERMS AND ACRONYMS

A

Aiarm Komponien - ad hoc formatlions under the supervision of the
Nazi Party that were ralsed as a last effort at Qefense at the
end of the war.

Artjijerie Kaserne - Artillery Barracks located on Wurzburger
Strasse, constructed auring 193738, Today calied Reaay
Barracks.

3

Bilrzerlieq - a descriptive term meaning llghthlhg war: comblhed
arms suprise attack against an enemy weak polnt., [t was never
formally used in German doctirinal literature.

foig-RBryule Kaserne - kaserne located on Wurzourger Strasse.
constructed auring 1936-37. Today called Graves Barracks.
E
Ersatz - replacement, reserve: the Ersatz Heer was the replacement
ang training arm of the Wehrmacht.
F

fejgneec - the tield army that conducted active milltary operatlions
outsige ot Germany.

Festypng - tortress, fortification.

regwung Eurgpd - Fortress of Europe, & propaganda ¢concept,

Front - oftices of the NSDAP, i.e., Arbeitsfront_(labor office),
Fuenrer - leader, used in S5 rapks, i.e. Sturmbandtuenrer (assault

group leader): used primarily to refer to Hitler, one ot whoge

otflclal titles was Fuehrer und Rlechskanzler ¢Leader and
Riechs Chancellor).
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G

gastarpelter - forelgn worker: term used for the forejigners working
in Germany. elther voluntarily or by force: they later were
called alave i[aborers by the Allles.,

Gay - one of 43 regional divisions of the NSDAP, 42 were in Germany
and the conquered territorles, and one exlsted tor ethnic
Germans llving overseas,

Gauleiter - regional leader: Party appolnted post responsible for

government of one of the 43 Party Regions. with theoretical
direct access to Hitier,

Gepjet - district.

Gehejmataatspolize) - State Secret Police, the GESTAPO.
Generaimajor - "one-star" general, US equivalent is brigadier
general .

Generai der Infantrie CActillecle, etc,) - "two-star” generai, US

equlvaient i9 major genheral.

H

Hitler Juaend - NSDAP youth organization composed of several
aivisions: ditlerjuaand for boys l4-16 vears old. [eutscnes
Jungvolk tor ooys 10-14 years old. Bung Deytscher Maege| ror
giris 14-18 yvears old and the Bupd der Jungmaegel tor gicls

10~14 years old. Membership was compulsory.

I
ila - the "Eins A" or first general staff officer, a member of the

German General Staff Corps who was chief of staff/operations
ofticer of military formations aof division level ana higner.

J

Jaeger Kagerne - oldest kaserne ln Aschaffenburg, built for tne
Bavarian Armv i1n 1894-96.
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Kaserne - milltary barracks.

KKA - Kamefxommando Aschaffenburg, Combat Commana Aschaffenourg. A
formai military-political designatlion announced by Hitler
requiring a fight to the “last cartridge."®

Krlegelnsatz - war utlllzation, used to describe the use of

flitleriugend and others In work directly related to the war
effort.

Kreisjejter - county leader, a Party appointed post reporting to
the Gaulejter.

L

Lagarde Kaserpne - kaserne on Wurzburger Strasse, bullt during
1936,37. Today called Smith Barracks.

Landser - infantty man, equivalent to "GI."

Lazarette ~ millcary hospital, several of which were located in
Aschaffenpurg and surrounding communities with over 1800 totai
beds.

Luftwaffe - the alr arm of the German Armed Forces, In adgltion to
those functions normally performed by an air force, the

Luftwatfe also hag aiti-alrcraft troops. pacatroopers and
infantry.

N
hSpap - NMationalgoziajlgtische Jeutscne Acbe|tspartie. Nationa.

3oclailst German Workers Party, the Nazl Party: controlieq at!
aspectsg of German !life.

NSFQ - Nationalsoziaijistiscner Fuehrungsoffizier, political

commissar assigned to milltary units

Nepe |werter - muiti-parrelled grenage |auncher.

0

Oberpuraermeister - the Lord Mayor, or senlor political otficial
unaer the traditional German municipal government sysctem.

QKff - Oberxommando geg Heer, Army High Command.
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QUK¥ - Obeckommando der Wehrmacht, Armed Forces High Commana
Ogtarpeiter - workers lmported into the Reich from Eastern Europe

and the Balkans for the German war lndustry, often termed
slave laborers.

P

Panzer - tank, or armored formation.

pPanzerfaysat - shoulder flred antitank weapon wlth a shape charge
warhead,

Ploniec - combat engineer, abbreviated Pj.

Plonier Xaserne -~ Engineer Kaserne iocated on Schweinhelmer
Strasse, pbujlt In 1936. Largest kaserne In Aschaffenpurg.
Today called Flor! Barracks.

R
Relch - Nazi Germany and all incorporated terrltories,

Regerve Qffizier Bewerper (ROB) - Cfflicer candldates uncergoing an
infantry training course prior to commigsloning as reserve

cfficers in the Wehrmacht.

S

gchytzgratfe] - the 35: composed of the Allgemeine S5 or General
So5. Party menpers available to be the musclie of the Party. ang
tne Watten-SS5, a tull-fledged army with recruitment. commana
ang training separate from the Wehrmacnt.

scnwerpunkt - concentration or thrust point of an attack: the main
effort. Used more often in a strategic or operational sense
than tactically.

Seigfried Linle - Seigfried Line. line of fortlification between the
Rhine River and the western border of Germany: called the
Wegtwail.

T

lotalenkrieq - total mobilization of the German nation for war
atter cthe geteat at Stallngrad (February 1943).
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'}

Yersorqungs Depot - the food supply warehouse complex on Goidbacher
Strasae, constructed from 1936/43. Today called Taylor
Barracks or the Recreatlon Services Depot.

Volkssturm - home guard, raised from old men, men unflt for
milltacy service and boys too young for the army late in the
war and trained by the Nazl Party: poorly armed, trained andg
led.

W

Yatfen-S5 - elite miiltary formations of the SS, or Party milltary
arm.

Wehrkrels - Corps Area or Millitary Distrlet. One of nineteen
military divisions of the German Reicp on which the Wehrmacht
was based. Commanded by a deputy corps commander.
Aschafifenburg was in Wehrkreisg [X with headquarters in Kassel.

Wenrmacht - German Armed Forces, all military, naval and air forces
except those bejonging to the Party.

Westwal]l - the Slegfried Line. the line of military fortifications
running along the western border of the Reich on the west bank
of the Rhine.

Wetterau-Main-Tauper Linie - the line of military fortifications
running for 120km atong the Wetter, Maln and Tauber river

valleys.
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APPENDIX 2

BATILE OF ASCHAFFENBURC - CHRONQLOGY

1927

Dr. Otto Helimuth appointed Gayleiter (regional ]leader) of
Main-Franken Party Region.

1932
Wilheim Wohigemuth appolnted Krejslelter {county leadsr) ot
Ascnaftenburg.

1933
Wilheim Wonlgemuth becomes Qperpburqermeigter ¢lord mayor) upon Nazi
rige to power.

1934
Aschaffenburg designated a “garrison city", a "fegtunasbauaryppe"

(Fortress Bulliding Group} establ{shed.

1939

constructlion starts on the bunkers of the YWetterau-Majin-
xauper Lipe.

Establisnment of Festupasingpektion VI Aschaffenpurg (Fortress
[nspection Section VI,
1936

Conversion of Fegtungsbauaruppe Agchaffenburq to Fegtungs-
Pilonjer-Stap i4 (Fortress Engineering Statf 14),

Bionier Kaserpe constructed, Plonierpatajillon L9 t(Engineer

Battalion 13) moves in.
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lntanteriereaiments 48 (Infantry Regiment 88, later i08IR)
establ | shed.

Versoraungs Devot (Food Supply Depot) construction started
(completed in 1943).

1937
Lagarge and Pols-Bruie Kasernes constructed.

1938

Construction of Act}lllerle Kaserne, Actillerieceqiments 1S/1 (lst
Bn, Artillery Regiment 15) moves into the kaserne.

Festungs-Plonier-Stab 14 takes over the work of Festunasinspektiofn
Y] _Aschaffenpurg.

Reicnskristaingcht activities on 9-10 Novemper (eaq to the burning
0t the Jewlish synagogue and destruction tg Jewish property.
1939

Establishment of Regervelazeretts Agchaffenburg (Reserve Mlilpary
Hospitat Complex Aschatfenpurg).

Estabiishment of Replacement Army organizations in Aschaftenburg.
Jepacture of the 106th Infantry Reglment, 15th and 9th Engineer
Battaliong ana the 1st Battallon, 15th Artiliery Regiment tor
combat in France, Russia and Holland (through 1944).
940-44
1940
Firat air raid warnlng (June’ and flrst air rald on the city

(September) .

1943

Germany moves trom the strategic offensive to the strategic
defensive. the peginning of "total mobilizatlon."
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1944

Allled Combined Chiefs of Staff issue dlrective to alm for heart of
Germany and destroy all German armed forces (14 Feb),

Attempt on Hitler’s life (20 Jul), Himmler takes command of
Repiacement Army.

Major Emil Lambert assumes command of 9th Engineer Replacement
Battalion (26 Jul).

Elght air attacks on the c¢clty (Sep-Nov).

Aschaffenpurg attacked by 274 British bombers ln largest raida of
war (21 Nov’.

Clty upgraded to a "fortress city" (Nov).

Aschaffenburger Yolksstruym mustered to the colors
{Dec).

Japuarv - March 1945

QKW (Armed Forces High Command) lssues regulation implementing
Fuehrer Decree of t0 Dec 44 providing all avaliable men for compat
duty.

Major Lampert assigned as the Military District Commander (30 Jan’.

Aschaffenburg Yolkgstrum organized as Yolksstrum Battaljon {91

with seven companies (Feb).

Major Lampert sworn i1n ag the Agchaffenburg Compat Commander <5
Mar).

S5 commisslon inspects city defenses: they pass (1l Mar).

Code Word “Gpniesenau" received from Wehrkrels (Corps Area) [Xx, ¢lCy
to go on alert (20-21 Mar), occupatlion completed by 23 March.

Set up and occupation of cutlying defenses In Schoenbusch Park,
Mainascnaft ana on the Kapellenberg (20-25 Mar).

Plan for qestruction of the city Main bridges received from

Wenckrels [X, Major Lambert goes to Seventh Army HQ to give a
personal report on defenslve preparations.

Kamptkommanao Ascpnaffepburg (KKA) (Combat Command Aschattenpurg) on
fuil alert (24 Mar),
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22 March 1949

Staftft of 413th Repliacement Division is ordered to c¢ontrol German
torces on the Main River around Aschaffenburg.

236th Volksgrenadjer Divigion given mission to defend Main from
Hanau to Aschaffenburg.

Froces of CCB 4th (US) Armored Division reach clity and capture
railroad priage at Nilkhelm: establish small brliagehead ¢(1230hrs).
take nigh ground overlooking brldge.

Defencers biow up Mainbrucke road bridge (1326hrs). Ground
agsault on rallroad briage by 2/2 Ploneer Battallon falls. Fltteen
ME 109 gorties attack briage with littie result.

Commander of Seventh (GE) Army visits clty to inspect.

Americans report armed civillian resistance.

<6 March 1949

US boundry change effective, 000thrs, moves Aschatfenburg from
Third (US) Army to Seventh (US) Army zone, XV Corps responsiblility.

Darmstadt capltulates.

QKW oraers 413th Reolacemept Divigion Staff subofdinated to Army
Groyp G with mission to secure Main front. 36th VGD and 4l6th
pfancry Divisjion ordered from Michelstadt and Miltenberg area
north to Aschaffenburg area.

AKA sengs L0686 IR troops to Halbach to tink up with 36 VGD.

CCB 4th AD fights to enlarge bridgehead against strong opposition.
launcnes Task force Baum (2030hrs).

Attacks by elements of CCB on the Obernauer Kolonie.

af March 1945

German 416 I takes over command of the defense of the Main.
Remnants ot XIJII SS Corps reinforce KKA.

17104th Int (26th ID, attached to 4th AD) relieves CCB 4AD near
Schweinheim.
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American torces repulse two German counterattacks on brldaehead at
1400 ang 1eQOhrs.

3/157th Inf (45th ID) llinks up with elements of 4th AD (recon troop
trom 17104 Inf> at Main.

28 March 1949

416 1D subordinated to [XXXII Corps.

Effective 1200hrs LXXXII Corps takes over Main front from Hanau to
Miltenberyg, has positive control of 36 VGD, 286 VYGD and 416 [ID ana
KKA in sector. :

36 VGD in place to south of city with two Infantry regiments, two
l1ght artlilery and one heavy artlllery battallons.

17104 Inf relleved by 157th Infantry Regiment, 27157 IR ana 3,157
IR cross RR bridge and move on town.

157th IR consoclidates on high ground socuth ¢f town, 37157 IR moves
on Schweinheim at 1900 hrs.

KX3 seals off town, 36 YGD seals off southern egress out of
br i dgehead.

L/3/157 IR attacks Schwelnheim and gains a smaii foothold after
sustaining heavy casualties in fight with KKA elements.

By 1530hrs 17157 IR crosses bridge: all 157 IR elements are on the
east bank of the Maln.

Krelgleiter Wohigemuth publishes a proclamation directing women,
chiidren. the sick and the eiderly to leave on the 28th and 2%th of
March.

Teletype arrives from QKW ordering KXKA to "fight to the last
cartrigge."

36 _VG[ conducts reconnaissance and prepares to assauit bridgehead.
US 179th IR captures Obernberg and Sulzbach.

416 [D‘s southern flank is threatened by US assault crossings of
the Main at Obernberg and Klingenberg by 3ra ID.

Hanau falls to Amerlcans jepordizing KXA right flank.
The iast German resistance on west bank of Main i1n Ascnaftenpurg

area, at Leider, cleared by 157 IR.
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179th IR crosses RR bridge and moves into line to south of 157 IR.

22 Macch 1945

At 1030hrs C/1-/157 IR and I and L/3/157 IR attack Schwelnhelm with
support of Ar191 Tank Battallon and 2/B/645 TD Bn. Limltea success
as far as Catholic church,

QKW agaln transmits teletype corder for KKA to flght "to the jast
cartricge."

[XXXI] Corps ordered to maintain radlo liafson with KKA& in the
event of a pull back.

A numper of Lyftwaffe Infantry Jjein 256 YGD In Mainascnaff sectaor.

Stars & Stripes newspaper reports that Patton’s Third Army nas
¢learea the Main River cities of Frankfurt, Hanau and
Aschaffenburg.

KKA cefenders from 106 IR and 9_Plopier Battalion training units

occupy maln adefensive line from river east to Schweinheim. Cadets
from iocal Reserve Qfflicer Candidate School reinforce in
Scnweinhelm.

Lleutenant Heymann hung for "fahpenflucht", *“fleelng the flag"',
desgertion.

German navy trogman team makes an attempt Lo blow center support ot
RK brigge with an aluminum torpedo; they fail.

30 March 1945

Two regiments of the 36 VGD attack American bridgeheaa at Jullnrs.
overrun X/ 3,157 IR, by 0400 hrs reach to within one kiiometer of
nriage before being driven back. Back at start points by 08UUnrs.

&kA elements counterattack in Schweinheim at 0320hrs.

3r157 IR attacks on rlight ¢(south) in Schweinheim. 2/157 IR attacks
tnrough Obernauer Kolonie north along river. Both met with heavy
resistance. Lr37157 IR loses 100 men in five minutes quring
assaul t.

44th [D Divarty attached to 45th ID Divarty. A total of 13

battalions, 90 tubes of artillery available to 157th Infantry
Regiment. C/2 Chemical Mortar Bn DS to 157 IR.
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i/ and 37157 IR in house-to-house fighting in Schweinheim by
miaqagay.

Main River front flanked on north at Hanau and south at
Kiingenperg, LXXXII Corps begins withdrawl from rlver.
36 VGD withdraws under flre from south of Schwelnheim. KKA sends

9/3 Pj Bn to occupy positions vacated by 36 VYGD on south of
Schweinheim.

Navy frogmen flinai attempt to blow bridge falls when US mortar
round aetonates torpedo.

27157 IR attack at 1730 hrs into southern part of Aschaffenburg is
called off at 1900 hrs after heavy losses.

Skieg clear at 1800hrs and eight flghterbomber sorties flow against
city.

Recon troop from US 106 Cav Group clears railroad bridge at
Mainaschatf. KKA now has direct pressure on south and north,

31 March 1940

27157 IR bogged down |n atfack on northwest of battle llnes.

3,157 IR makes good progress in Schweinheim. Co. K attacks and
occupies part of Artillerie Kaserne. )

17157 IR Jumps otf in an attack on Halbach at (630nhrs,

3,179 IR attacks and captures Gallbach and Stengert hill.

Fifteen tignterpomper missions ace flown in support of 157 [R
aropping 100,0001ps of aerial bombs. A/ and D/191 TK BN suppor:
157 IR.

Regimental Aayutant of 157 IR. In an artillery spotter piane, drops
an ultimatum cailing for surrender on German Heaaquarters. No
response.

German-operated US Sherman tank takes advancing Amerjcans under
tire from Schweinheim Hill: destroyed by 2/B/645th TD Bn. UQOver
1000 mortar rounds are fireg at the Americans in Schweinheim.

Four ME-262 German Jjet fighterbombers appear over the pattletielq.

LXXX]] Corps orcers the 36 VG to witharaw to the vicinity of Lonr,
256 VGD previously witharawn, KKA isolated.
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QKW publlshes a report stating that Aschaffenburg |s surrounded and
the situation 1s hopeless.

1 Aprll 1945

179 IR attacks through local training area to clear German
artillery from high ground overlooking ¢city on southeast.

17157 IR attacks to clear Galibach and Halbach. Clty g now
flanked on scutheast.

27157 IR attacks down river <{north), by !500hrs resistance along
river ls broken.

3,157 IR, with F/2/157 IR attached, clears Schwelnheim. Kr/3/157 IR
clears Artitlerie Kagerne, and attacks Bols-Brule Kaserne, DY
1500hrs the kaserne falls after room-to-room fighting with heavy
casualties on both sldes, Parts of Plopler Kaserne oc¢upled by
Americans in the evening.

Loss of two southeastern kasernes and Halbach open route to
enciccie the clity from the east,

Ten American fighterbomber missions (82 sorties) drop over
90,0001n8 of bombs on battle area.

157 IR takes 1000 prisoners during day.
Elements of 324th Infantry Reglment cross Main and occupy blocking

posltiong on northwest of Aschaffenburg. 1/324 IR screens while
2/ 324 IR attacks towards Malnaschaff.

aApril 1945
CG. 45th ID directs 157 IR t¢ reduce city, while 179th ana 18Uth
Iks bypass and press to the east,

A/120 Engineer Combat Battalion constructs a Class 30 Spanner
Bridge one kilometer downriver from the RR bridge.

Americans attach a platoon of M36 tank destroyers (90mm gun) to
each pattalion.

/157 [R cuts road to east (Route 263 from city, takes Hoesbach ang
Goldbach, ang swings to west toward Malnaschatf. By 1700 hrs tne
clty is physically surrounaeda when A/1/324 IR links up with 1/157
IR.
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Lagarge ana Jaeger Kaserpes fall to 27157 IR and 37157 IR
respectively,

27157 IR with Cos. 1 and L from 3/157 IR attack the center of the

city near the City Hospital. Plonler Kaserne stronhgpolnts are
reduced with direct fire 155mm artitlery and heavy ground assaults.

It talls at 1530 hra.

37197 IR (-) clears the northeast residentlal part of the c¢clty ancg
occupies part of Fasantarie Park.

At 1850 hours 2/324 IR captures Mainaschaff, secures Kappellenperg
at 1%00 hours.

German defenses now unccoordlnated and isolated, belng defeated in
detall.

German defenses now consist of only the center of the city arouna
the castle and north of the rail line from the Sudpahnnof.

2 Aprll 1945

Germans crequest surrender terms from Amerlicans. Response s
unconditional surrender, Germans comply.

City surrenders at 0900 hours. Two US liaison cofficers accompany
Major Lambert as he personally directs the surrender of isciatea
outposts. Four hundred prisoners collected.

Smoxke is rising 1000 £t into the air from the gestruction cause oy
the fignterbombers and artlllery.

HQ & Servs/120 Eng CBT BN has fire fight with exfllitrating KKA
soldlers.

By 1840 nours the 157 IR is assempbled near Hoesbach awalting
oraers.

US miiitary geovernment detachment H1A3 arrives to take aover cilty
aaministration. The pattle of Aschaftenburg is over.
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APPENDIX 3
QRDER OF BATTLE

American Forces:
i. Order of Battie, 25 March - 3 April 1945
2. Acmored Division

3. infantry Division

German forces:
1. Urder of Battle, 25 March - 3 Apri! 1945
2. Infantry Division

3. Volksgrenadier Divigion
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U.S. INFANTRY DIVISION WITH ATTACHMENTS
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GERMAN VOLKSGRENADIER DIVISION, 1944
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