SUNY ONEONTA

COMMUNICATION ARTS DEPARTMENT

SPRING 2006

MCOM 252
   WRITING FOR RADIO-TV-FILM


MWF  10 a.m.   HECO 136

Instructor:  Gayane Torosyan

Office:  B-6 IRC

Telephone:  436-2451

E-Mail: torosygf@oneonta.edu   

Office Hours:  MWF 12 noon – 1 p.m.

And by appointment

Required Text:

Air Words: Writing For Broadcast News, by John Hewitt, 3rd edition

Recommended: 

The Associated Press Style Book and Libel Manual

Course Description: A study and practice of writing techniques for radio, television and film with an emphasis on writing for “the ear” and for visual elements. Projects include writing commercials, public service announcements, news, drama and comedy.

Course Objectives

· Write clear, concise electronic copy

· Distinguish between good and bad broadcast writing

· Recognize and utilize various broadcast styles

· Write voice-over copy for the eye (TV) and the ear (radio)

· Time scripts and meet deadlines
Students With Disabilities:

I would like to hear from anyone who has a disability which may require seating or testing accommodations, as well as accommodations of other class requirements, so that appropriate arrangements may be made. Please contact me during my office hours or after class.

Course Requirements


( Regular class attendance. You must notify the instructor if illness, injury or personal problems preclude attendance. Only official documentation will excuse an absence.  After three unexcused absences, there will be a deduction of one full letter grade; thereafter, each unexcused absence will result in a one-third deduction. 


( Thorough reading and study of the text and other assignments.


( Effective participation in in-class discussions and out-of-class projects.


( Satisfactory completion of all assignments.

( All work typed, double-spaced, in a 12-point font. No e-mailed assignments will be accepted. Assignments are due each Friday at the beginning of class.


( All work must be submitted on time or not at all.

Plagiarism:

Webster’s New World Dictionary of American language defines plagiarism as taking ideas, writing, etc. from another and passing them off as one’s own. Penalties for plagiarism will be ranging from grade reduction to dismissal from the University. 

Student Complaints:

Please see the instructor about your complaints and questions concerning the course. Any unresolved problems can be taken to the Department Chair.

Evaluation: Each assignment is worth a number of points, with a total of 350 points possible overall. At the end of the semester, the total number of earned points will be computed into a letter grade. 
Assignments (detailed assignment sheets will be distributed when necessary): 

1) Research: Explore a topic assigned by the instructor and write a brief (up to one page) synopsis (overview) that could serve as background for news, interviews, or a talk show.
2) Interview: Prepare 12 substantial questions for an interview with a current newsmaker
3) Voicer: Write a 30-second news story on a topic of your choice (approved by the instructor) using broadcast style and format.

4) Public service announcement: Write and read a 20-second PSA.

5) Commercial: Write and read a 30-second commercial.

6) News cut: Write a 40-second news story with one given actuality.

7) News report: Write a three-minute news story incorporating three given actualities.

8) Character description game: Write a half-page description of a real or fictional character for film. You can describe a family member, a friend, or an existing movie character. Based on your description, the class should try and guess who that person is. 

9) Film analysis: Based on in-class screenings, write a three-page analysis of a film, focusing on one central character and one film dialogue of your choice.

10) Film script: Create the first five pages of a film (treatment) with one dialogue
11) Group project: Write and present a four-minute radio segment as part of a final class show. Possible formats include interviews, reports, music reviews, DJ spots, PSAs, commercials, skits, radio drama, essays, etc., using the skills learned in class.

Course schedule:

Week 1: Chapter 1; Textbook exercise


Week 2: Chapter 2; Textbook exercise


Week 3: Chapter 3; Assignment 3 due (10 points)


Week 4: Chapter 4; Assignment 1 due (10 points)


Week 5: Chapter 5; Assignment 2 due (20 points)


Week 6: Chapters 6 and 7; Assignment 4 due (20 points)


Week 7: Chapter 8; Midterm quiz (25 points)


Week 8: Chapter 9; Assignment 5 due (20 points)


Week 9: Chapter 10; Assignment 6 due (30 points)


Week 10: Chapter 11; Assignment 7 due (40 points)


Week 11: Chapter 12; Assignment 8 due (20 points)


Week 12: Chapter 13; Assignment 9 due (50 points)


Week 13: Film scripts; Assignment 10 due (65 points)


Week 14: Film scripts; Group project discussion


Week 15: Film scripts; Assignment 11 - Group project – due (40 points)

