SUNY ONEONTA

COMMUNICATION ARTS DEPARTMENT

Spring 2006

MCOM 262
REPORTING

Tuesday and Thursdays at 12 noon, IRC 120 A/B
Instructor:  Gayane Torosyan

Office:  B-6 IRC

Telephone:  436-2451

E-Mail: torosygf@oneonta.edu

Office Hours:  MWF 12 noon – 1 p.m.,

One hour before each class, and by appointment 

REQUIRED TEXT

The Missouri Group: News Reporting and Writing. Seventh edition. Available at the Hunt Union bookstore. 
RECOMMENDED TEXT: 

The Associated Press Style Book and Libel Manual, latest edition available at the bookstore.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: A study in news information and writing for the public sector. Emphasis is on the reporter's obligation to gather and present news as efficiently as possible for print or electronic media. News projects and studies include:


- Defining news and its purposes.


- Refining interviewing techniques for efficiency and accuracy. - Participatory 



journalism, a hands-on approach to information gathering.


-. Features, at -length, issue-oriented stories of refined structure



and language.


- Profiles, examining the work, lifestyles and interests of unique


people close at hand.


- News language, the styles and voices of varied informational


products, from briefs to biographies.


- Radio/television news-minute, the traditional capsule approach



to top-of-the-hour news. 


- Twenty-second information bytes for broadcast. 


- Research for background information; where to look, what to


use and what to delete.

RECOMMENDED READING, VIEWING, LISTENING:


- Associated Press Style Book and Libel Manual.


- Webster's Collegiate Dicti,onary.


- The New York Times, The Daily Star, The State Times, The New York Post or Daily 


News, 
and students' hometown newspapers.


- Network and cable television news programming, and Venue,



the SUNY Oneonta television news program. 


- Time, Sports Illustrated, National Geographic, People. 


- WNBC, W ABC and local radio stations.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Developing skills by:


-
comparing and contrasting news products.


- refining interviewing principles and practices through information gathering face 



to face and over the phone.


- transmitting copy via internet. 


- writing and editing AP-style news copy on desktop processors.



- researching and interpreting news data in the field.


- defining news angles by mass appeal and human relevance.


- crafting quality news for print and broadcast.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:


GENERAL

· Regular class attendance. Notifying instructor if injury, illness or 


personal problems preclude attendance. Late arrival equals and absence. 


After three absences, the grade drops one full letter grade. With each 


ensuing absence, the
 grade drops in increments; the B becomes the B-minus, etc.


- Thorough reading, listening and viewing of assigned news



stories. 


- Effective participation in in-class and out-of-class projects. 


- Satisfactory completion of all written assignments and




exams.

SPECIFIC - WRITING 


- Students will write length print stories to



demonstrate skill at organizing researched materials,




melded with quotes from multiple interviews. All work




will be written on and printed from word processors.


- FIELD WORK - Projects will be assigned to both groups



and individuals. Groups share the grade.


- WRITING LAB - Students will regularly write as a group in lab. 



Work in progress will be critiqued and edited.


- TESTING - Quizzes to be given on screen and blackboard.

GRADING:

Method

All writings will be assigned specific points, with a total number of points possible by the end of the semester. The more lengthy and involved the writing, the more points to be earned.  For instance, a simple exercise may be worth only 30 points, while a full-length feature may be worth 100 points. At semester's end, the total number of earned points will be tallied into a percentage grade. Finally, that percentage will be converted into a standard letter grade. As a example, if a student earns 710 points out of a possible 800, that's an 89 percent and a B-plus.
Base

Writings, including rough draft work and exercises, will comprise 65 percent of the grade.
Other areas of student work to be assessed and graded:



Tests and quizzes - 10 percent.





Creative and cooperative team projects - 15 percent.





Attendance and participation - 10 percent. 

Scale
A (94-100) A- (90-93)

B+ (87-89) B (83-86) B- (80-82) 

C+ (77-79) C (73-76) C- (70-72) 

D+ (67-69) D (63-66) D- (60-62)

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

I would like to hear from anyone who has a disability which may require seating or testing accommodations, as well as accommodations of other class requirements, so that appropriate arrangements may be made. Please contact me during my office hours or after class.

PLAGIARISM:

Webster’s New World Dictionary of American language defines plagiarism as taking ideas, writing, etc. from another and passing them off as one’s own. Penalties for plagiarism will be ranging from grade reduction to dismissal from the University. 

STUDENT COMPLAINTS:

Please see the instructor about your complaints and questions concerning the course. Any unresolved problems can be taken to the Department Chair.

COURSE SCHEDULE


Week 1: Chapter 1


Week 2: Chapter 2, Exercise 


Week 3: Chapters 3 & 4, Interview due (40 points)

Week 4: Chapters 5& 6, Info gathering assignment due (30 points) 

Week 5: Chapters 7&8, Lead writing assignment due

Week 6: Chapters 9 & 10, Obituary story due

Week 7: Chapters 11 &12, Event-based story due

Week 8; Chapters 13 & 14, School story due 

Week 9: Chapters 15 & 16, 


Week 10: Chapters 17 & 18, Tape analysis exercise (10 points)

Week 11: Chapters 19, Group project: public opinion poll

Week 12: Chapters 20, Poll-based story due (50 points)

Week 13: Chapter 21, Sport story due (35 points)

Week 14: Chapters 22, Media law: in-class presentations

Week 15: Chapter 23, Media ethics presentations. Final story due  (70 points)
