REFERENCING THE WEB: A QUICK GUIDE TO APA STYLE

From Weinbroer, D. R. (2001). Rules of thumb for online research. Boston: McGraw Hill.
Format for Citationsin the Body of Your Paper

The APA style requires that the author’s name and the date of the original publication be
given as information in the body of the paper. Only direct quotations require page
numbers. If the article appeared in print first, list those page numbers if possible, even if
you read the material online. In the body of your paper it would look like this:

Vincent Kiernan (1999, December 17) reported that only participants in the first group....
Y our References page will give thislisting:

Kiernan, Vincent. (1999, December 17).
"How Egalitarian SocietiesReinin
Potential Despots." Chronicle of
Higher Education. A22. Retrieved
December 14, 1999 from the World
Wide Web: http://www.chronicle.
com?weekly/v46/il7/17a02201.htm

The “retrieved’ date is the date you viewed it. Notice that you do not place a period after
the Internet address.

The rationale for the reference list is to provide the details so that the reader can read
your source if desired. However, there are times when you will give the complete
information for your source in your paper and no additional citation will be required in
the reference list. One instance of thisis private communications.

Per sonal Communications

Private exchanges cannot be reviewed by your reader, and thus, should not be included in
the reference list. 1n the body of your paper refer to information from an e-mail, |etter,
conversation, or interview as a personal communication. Use the phrase “personal
communication” with the date in parentheses after the name.



Standalone Database or CD ROM

Author or organization. (origina publication date).
"Title." (or the heading of the material you
read) Title and publishing information of
original in print, if known. Retrieved from
Title of the database (publication medium,
vendor [if relevant], date).

Example:
Anderson, B. R. (1993, September-October).
"Safety Assured." Work Study. 42,
29-30. Retrieved from ABI/Inform
database (CD-ROM, 1999).

Print Source Retrieved Online

Author or organization. (Date of publication or last
revision). "Title of the article." (if
appropriate) Title of the Complete
Publication. Pages or publishing
information. Retrieved date from the
World Wide Web at address of the website

(See Kiernan reference for example)
A Specific Document on a Website

Author or organization (if known). (Date of
publication or last revision). "Title of the
article." Title of the Complete Work.
Retrieved date from the World Wide Web:
address of the website

Example:
Cooperative Extension Service, Mississippi
State University. (1997, June 24).
"Fowl Cholera" Bacterial Diseases.
Retrieved June 5, 1999 from the
World Wide Web: http://mww.
msstate.edu/dept/poultry/disbact.htm

received from Steve Gilbert 11/29/00.



